Hawick to Gallipol



Gallipoli Textile Project- Commemorating 100
vears since the Gallipoli campaign

* To make some form of textile art work to be displayed in the High
School

* Background/information on Gallipoli presented by third year History
students in the form of poster presentations

e Home Economic students will make the textile art work from the
inspiration provided by the posters



1/4%" King’s Own Scottish Borderers

 4th August 1914 war declared, just after this over 200 local Territorials
from the 1/4th KOSB were mobilised

* Sent to Cambusbarron, near Stirling,
for training

* Became part of the 52" (Lowland) Division

 May 1915, after months of training they €
sailed for Gallipoli

* Over 120 Hawick men never returned...




Leaving for Gallipol

The soldiers finally leave Stirling for
Liverpool, then on to the Eastern
Mediterranean on Friday 215t May

Set sail from Liverpool on the Empress of
Britain on Sunday 23" May

Many booked on single tickets

Less than three weeks to get there with a
few days stop in Egypt at camp

Passing other ships already coming back
with wounded soldiers.

Early hours of the 14" June 2 boats
carrying the 1/4t KOSB arrived off Cape
Helles




Arriving in Gallipoli




Monday 12% July 1915

* 4.30am bombardment opened up on the Turkish lines
* Equipment checked, water bottles filled
* 6.55am main bombardment started, joined by the Navy

* Turkish forces reply shelling the trenches where the men had huddled
together, tightly holding their bayonets. There was to be no firing of
bullets...only cold steel!



/.35am precisely the bombardment lifted, there
was a pause, a loud cheer and the men scrambled
over the top




First wave followed by the second wave of soldiers quickly covered no-
mans land and reached the forward Turkish trench.

Most KOSB jumped the first trench to get to the second trench

Men started to fall in great numbers as the Turkish machine guns
opened fire

Second trench located and taken by the Allies
Final objective was to get to the third trench...



e Confusion over the third trench

* Located a dummy trench

* Others went on, looking for the third trench-gone too far
* Command to return to second trench

* Metal discs hanging on the soldiers attracted the sun, glinting-
friendly fire as well as Turkish fire

* On retuning went to far to the left and met with the French artillery

* Soldiers defended the trenches heroically until 4.50pm that
afternoon, when the second attack too place with the 157" Brigade
the 156t Brigade



LIEUT. L. P. CATHELS,

1/4th K.O.S.B. (son of the Rev. D. Cathels, M. A.,
minister of Hawick parish), who took an active
part in the operations at Gallipoli. His graphic
narratives of his experiences there were widely
read and appreciated throughout the Border
district.

PRIVATE NICHOL ROBERTSON,

son of Mr Robert Robertson, carter, 4 Allars
Crescent, who was wounded at the Dardanelles on
12th July, 1915. He is 19 years of age.

CORPORAL ADAM GRAY,

wounded. He is a son of Mrs Gray, 3 Minto
Place, who has other two sons serving, as follows :
Private Peter Gray, also with the 4th K.O.S.B.
at the Dardanelles ; and Lee.-Cpl. John Gray, of
the 2nd Highland Light Infantry.
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CAPTAIN C. E. MACDONALD, LIEUT. J. B. INNES,

r THE 1/41H K.O.8.B., o

o b ) second son of Mr A. K. Innes, Lindisfarne,
who was wounded on the 12th July, 1915. He is Hawick. who was killed in action on 12th July,
a partner of the firm of Messrs Macdonald & Gibb, 1915. He was 24 years of age.

tweed manufacturers.

LIEUT. J. B. PATRICK,

son of Mr Alex. Patrick, Alton Bank, Hawick,
reported missing since 12th July, 1915,



THE FAMOUS CHARGE OF THE 4th KOSB

Sir Jan Hamilton’s dispatch of 11th Deer.,
1915, relating to operations at the Dardanelles,

ives the following information regarding the
famous action of 12th July :—

“The action of July 12 and 13 was meant to
be a sequel to the action of June 28,  That
advance had driven back the Turkish right on
to their sccond main system of defence just
south of Krithia. But, on my centre and
right, the enemy still held their forward sys-
tem of trenches, and it was my intention on
July 12 to seize the remaining trenches of this
formest system from the sea at the mouth of
the Kereves Dere to the main Sedd-ul-Bahr—
Krithia road, along a front of some 2000
yards, On our right the attack was to be
entrusted to the French Corps; on the right
centre to the 52nd (Lowland) Division, On
the 520d Division's front the operation was

planned to take place in two phases : our right
was to attack in the morning, our left in the
afternoon. Diversions by the 29th Division on
the left of the southern section and at Anzac
were to take place on the same day, so as to
prevent the enemy’s reserves from reinforcing
the real point of attack, At 7.3 a m., after a
heavy bombardment, the troops, French and
Scottish, dashed out of their trenches and at
once captured two lines of enemy trenches.
Pushing forward with fine elan the lst
Division of the French Corps completed the
task assigned to it by carrying the whole of
the Turkish forward system of works, namely,
the line of trenches skirting the lower part of
the Kereves Dere. Further to the left the 2nd
French Division and our 155th Brigade main-
tained the two lines of trenches they had
gained, But on the left of the 15th Brigade

the 4th Battalion King’s Own Scottish Bor-
derers pressed on too eagerly.  They not onl
carried the 3rd line of trenches, but charg
on up the hill and beyond the third line, and
then advanced indeed until they came under the
‘feu de barrage’ of the French artillery,
Nothing could live under so cruel a cross fire
from friend and foe, so the King’s Own Scot-
tish Borderers were forced to fall back with
heavy losses to the second line of enemy
trenches which they had captured in their first
o AN The Portsmouth Battalion,
pressing on too far, fell into precisely the
same error at precisely the same spot as did
the 4th King's Own Scottish Borderers on the
12th, an over-impetuosity which cost them
heavy losses.”
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"...when we turned to
come back we came into our own artillery fire as well
as the Turks"...we seemed to be getting hit from every
direction.” r vaion Irnches for 0 days Ut redoved, bus wih
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