
 

Rum Jars 
 

All over the Gallipoli battlefields there are still 

fragments of the large pottery jars which were used 

to give soldiers their ‘tot of rum’ before going into 

battle.  

 

The pictures show soldiers using rum jars, and a jar 

in the Imperial War Museum.  On the next page is a 

poem called ‘Rum’ by A. P. Herbert who wrote a 

book of poems when he was at Gallipoli, called 

‘Half-hours at Helles’.   

  



 


