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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Notice is herehy given that the Annual General Mceting of the Gallipoli
Association will bc held on Thursday 29 Octoher in thc Cavalry and Guards

C1uh, 127 Piccadilly, commencing at 11.1 S.

AGENDA
I Apologies for absence
2 Minutes of the.AGM held on 29 October 1991 printed on page 4
3 Chairman's Report
4 Treasurer's Report. The accounts for 1991 were circulated with the Spring

Gallipulian and the Treasurer's Report was printed on page 17
5 Secretary's Report
6 Election of Officers
7 Election of Committee
R Anv other business. Memhers wishing to raise any item should do so In writing

to the Secretary at least 21 days'hefore the date of the AGM.

AUTUMN LUNCH

T he Autumn Lunch, 1230 for UOO will follow the Anntial General Meeting, see
separate hooking form fi)r details. ,

The guest will be Keith Simpson who will speak on The High Command at
Gallipoli. Dr Simpson was Senior' T.ecturer in War Studies at the Royal Military
!\clllt:my, Sandhurst 197."l-Xl, while ~ore recently he has heen nirector of the
(:r;llltidd IIISliltlll' alld ;III ;ldvisor 10 lilt: Senelal'Y of ,<';Iale li,l' t kklln:, lie is Ihe
;1111 lUll' lIr sl'v\'ral hooks, alld providl'd IIII' slIp\'rh illln .. llIl'lioll 10 II ..· 1'I'l'l'illl ..I' ·Ih,.
'''''1' lit .. IlIji,IlIIY "'11/'1/>, Ihe siory III' the 2nd Rllyal Wekh "lIsilicl's.

FOR VETERANS

We are pleased to remind Veterans that the Association has a modest fund to
assist with travel costs to attend the Autumn Lunch. Any Veteran wishing to

avail himself of this is asked to contact the Treasurer, D. F. Bland.
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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING HELD AT

THE CAVALRY AND GUARDS CLUB

127 PICCADILLY, LONDON, 29 OCTOBER 1991.

T he Chairman, Treasurer, Membership Secretary, Editor and 20 members were
present including Veterans E. J. 8. Auams BEM, R. C. Chadwick, F. H. Ching,

T. C. Dare, Major J. F. Ford, J. Gearing anu J. Page.

Apologies for absence were received from J. Watson-Smith [Secretary], W.
Chapman [Auditor], M. Hancock and J. R. H. Stopford.

2 The Minutes of the AGM held on 22 Octoher were approved anti signed.

3 The (:hairillan presenteu his Report which was adopled and slIhseqllenlly
Jlllhiished ill '/hl' (;/lIIi/w/1il1I No (17. lie lhallked Ihe (If'ficers alld the (:onllllilh:e
for all their hard work, and expresscd regret that M. )-Iam:ock had resigned due
to other commitments.

4 The Treasurer presenteu his Report which, together with the Annual Accounts
were adopted. Thanks were expressed to both the Treasurer and the Auditor.

5 The Membership Sel:retary presenteu a Report on behalf of the Secretary am)
drew attention to the l:urrent membership totals of 55 veterans, 295 Members amI
15 Honorary Members, a grand total of 365. Some 24 members hau' joined during
the past 12 months including 5 veterans.

6 The following Offil:crs were e1el:teu for the year:

Chairman
Treasurer

1
Sccretary
Membership Secretary
Editor

Captain C. T. F. Fagan
D. F. Bland
J. Watson-Smith
N. Pollitt
D. R. Saunders

7 The following were elel:ted to serve 011 the Committee in audition to the Officers:

Major J. F. Ford
F. J. Dooley
Sir Arthur HOl:kaday
L. Jones

N: Anthony
J. J. Fallon
H. Jenner
J. R. H. Stopford .
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ANZAC DAY CEREMONIES

Th~ Velcrans preselll Oil ,2S, I\pril were ,E. J, B, I\dams BEM, IC C. Chadwick,
I'. II. t.lllng, Major J. II, 11orcJ, J. W. Geanng and I. Nc\vman...

Major]. F. Ford laid the wreath of the Association at the Cenotaph where the
Service of Rememhrance was led by the Very Reverend Arthur Grimshaw, the Dean
of Brisbane. The Regimental Band of the Scots Guards was on parade.

At Westminster Ahbey members of the, Association and friends were part of a large
congregation which heard the Les~ons read by His Excellency Mr Richard J. Smith,
High Commissioner for Australia and The Hon Philip Burdon, Mr,! New Zealand
Minister for Trade Negotiations, Mr Burak OZugergin' of the Turkish Embassy read
from the words of Kemal Ataturk f'Those heroes that sHed their blood and lost their
lives. , .. "

All the facilities at Wellington Barracks had been made available to us hy kind
permission of Lt. Colonel R. G. Cartwright, Officer Commanding 1st Bn Grenadier
Guards, The lunch was much enjoyed by some 55 members and guests including
Chelsea Pensioner Spike Ellis MM, a veteran of the Korean War.

The Chairman, Captain Christopher Fagan, read out the messages of loyal greeting
which we had sent to Her Majesty The Queen and to our Patron HRH The Duke of
Edinburgh to which he had received the following replies:

'" semI mI' sillt'Cre thallks to .1'011, the VeterallS of the callipoli CamplI/:~n
and the members of the callipoli /tssoriation ./il/' .1'0111' loyal gl't:L'tings, sent
UII tlte u(C{/siun uI YOllr IlItlt'heull at I'Vellingtun Bal'mt·ks marking tlte
SI'l'l'IItl'-SI'l't'lItlt ,'/III1Il"'I'Wly I~f till' Callipoli III/Illillg.~.

I JI'II,~ ddightl'd to 1'/,(/,i7',' this 1II"Hllg,' 1111,1 SI'/II/ 11/)' /lnl o'ishn 10 1111
1"111/1"'1'//1',1 ./01' '"I /'lIio)'IIM,' 1111,1 SII((I'H/it!o((/Hioll, "

EI.IZI\BETII R.

"I all/ II/OS/' gmtt:/id jin the kind mes.wge Fom everyone aI/eliding the
IlIncheon on the uuasion uI the 77th anniversary oIlhe cllllipo!i landings.
Best Wislte.~ ./i,I' a vely sua-essli" day. "

PHILIP
PATRON

The Chairman then gave special thanks to those responsible for the successful
arrangements, in particular Captain Christian James, Assistant Adjutant Ist An
Grenadier Guards, Colour Sergeant Da'1gerficld fur the bus to take Veterans to the
Abbey and to the Barracks, Mr Howes the Master Cook, Sergeant Palmer and his
Mess staff, and Sergeant Blagdon for the musical entertainment throughout lunch.

s
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The band were expertly assisted at one stage on the drums by Veteran Ben Adams,
and all who were present will remember his performance for many a long day.

Special mention was made of the Veterans who were present, and our best wishes
sent to Major Ford who unfortunately could not cotpe to lunch, a~d to all our other
Veteran members. The Chairman announced that earlier in the day Veteran E. H.
Haire, aged 103 had laid a wreath in an Anzac Day ceremony at Edinburgh Castle.

ANZAC DA Y IN EDINBURGH

E. H. HAIRE [I061V]

Anzac Day in Edinburgh is always an outstanding occasion. The President of the
rl.Royal British Legion in Scotlanu is General Sir Michael Gow, formerly C in C
Germany, ADC to the Queen and Commandant of the Brigaue of Guards. He
considers Anzac Memorial Day to be the outstanding ceremony of the year. This
year was particularly important to him as the Regiment at the Castle was his own
2nd Battalion of the Scots Guards.

The Memorial Chapel is right at the heart of Edinburgh Castle. The service
comrponced with the Chaplain reading an extract from the Bible before leading the
congregation in prayer. This was followed by the laying of wreaths in the small
chapel where six Scots Guards NCO's were sat.

The Australian Vice Consul in Edinburgh, a lady, laid the first wreath, the New
Zealand Vice Consul the second and I the third. As you enter the chapel one of the
NCO's hands you the wreath which you place on the altar before retiring. The Last
Post is blown, then the Silence. A piper plays a lament which seems to die away in
the'distance before Reveille is sounded. The wreaths arc then taken out and
displayed.

I was in the care of a Scots Guards Major while the photographs and filming took
place. There were. a large number of visitors in the Castle forecoul't in addition to
those who had attended the ceremony. Then to the headquarters of the Royal British
Legion for refreshments at the end of a very pleasant morning.

DIARY DATE

T he Ninth Gallipoli Memorial Lecture will take place at Holy Trinity Church,
Eltham, on 28 April 1993. It will be given by The Right Honourable J. Enoch

Powell MllE, the title "Turkey and Britain: A Paradox."

7
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OBITUARIES

We regret the li,lIowing names arc recorueu:

1025 Lieutenant-Colonel J. M. Guyon

0820V L.McDermott TO (RND Anson & Drake Hns]

OX61lV Licutcnant-Commanuer R. V. H. Westall RN MA
(Miushipman HMS Goliath]

MARl\. IIUTCIIIN(iS

Mark Ilutchings IOXIIVI who died on 4 Fehruary 191)2 liveu in Birmingham all his
life. Uorn at SaltJcy on 25 November 1893 he was one of a family of nine' chilun;n.
He left Adllerley Roau School when he was 14 anu workell at Wolesley Motors, save
for his military service, until his retirement in 1958. i

,

lie joined the Royal Naval Air Sl:I"vice in August II) I~ and was soon in France as a
machine gunner under the command of Commanller Sampson who it was sni(1
"looked and hehaved like 'Captain Kettle' anll hall railled with vigour and was the
best known figure in Flanders." They came in contact on scveral occasions with the
German l:.walry - the Uhlans during the mobile moveJl1ents of the late summer of
1914.

At the Gallipoli landings Mark Hutchings, now a Petty Officer, served as a machine
gunner on the Niver C/)'de, and suhsequently ashore, where he contracted lIysentry
which resultell in his discharge later in 1915. This may also have been influenced by
the loss of two fingers from his left hand, something he had managed to hide when
enlisting.

Mark l-lutchings married' Eligabeth Jane Worrall in 1914, there was one son anll one
daughter, five grandchildren, seven great grandchilliren anll one great great
grandchilli.

We arc most grateful to A. Hutchings for help In the preparation of his fathers
obituary.
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ARTHUR JAMES WILLIAMS

Arlhm .I aIlles Williams IOXS1VI died on 7 April 1l)(J2. Born al Iiallwood (ireen ncar
I)y1ll00;k, ljlollceslnshire on X March IX\)4 he worked lirsl as a general help at a
farmhouse and then on the land. I-Ie enli~ted in the 1/1st Herefordshire Regiment in
1914 and landed at Suvla. In the November storms Arthur Williams received very
badly frost-bitten feet and had to be evacuated to a hospital ship. His cousin, serving
in the same Regiment was not so fortunate, dying of the intense cold and wet.
Subsequently he was transferred to another Regimen't a~d went to Egypt though
because of the effects of the frost-bite did not see anr more front-line service but
guarded prisoners-of-war. I.',

He married Louisa Ann Hammond in July 1921, there were no children. He later
worked in a garage, and the'n was a commissiona'ire for Scrihona the cake
manufacturers, with whom he was employed until he was 69.

We are most grateful to Mrs J. Gladwin, a niece of Arthur Williams for this
Obituary.

VICE-ADMIRAL SIR GEOFFREY NORMAN

Vice-Admiral Sir Geoffrey Norman oldest Admiral in the Navy List dicd four days
helilre Anzac Day a~ed 95. lie served as a Midshipman on IIMS Q!,l'l'1/ }};:::-II/Jl'lh at
the Dardanelles tholjgh was not a memher of the Gallipoli Association. lie later
transfered to destr(lyers in North Sea, and after the war was the model fi)r the naval
lieutenant on the Scottish War Memorial in Edinburgh Castle. He said he was
chosen hecause he happened to he there and had a Iar~e noxe.

I k sc:rvnl in ;1 variely of vessels and al shore hascs. and evenilially cOlllmanded his
old "hiI'. II,,, {Jill'/'II I-.'I'::,I//lI'I/' 011 ol'"ralioll" ill Ihe Illdiall (keall alld 01t" SIIIIl;)lra ill
I'Hf/fS. lie rei ired in 19S11. In \C)2f he married Ihe only dall~hler of Ilri~adier

General S. Geogheg.m.
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WHERE IS HE COMMEMORATED?

SIR ARTHUR HOCKADAY [1139]

On page 14 of the Spring 1992 Gallipolian thcre was a requcst for information
concerning a memorial to C.,ptain Harold Wright of the 6th Battalion, Loyal

[North Lancashire] Regimcnt who died in London on 13 September 1915 of wounds
received at the Dardanelles on 28 July. '

The answer is that he is huried in the churchyard of St Bartholomew at Qu0 I'll ,

Leicestershire, "ncar the south-cast huttress of the church".

This information was ohtained from the Common'wealth War Graves Comm'issiun. It
of'lt:rs all opporillnily (11' Ille 10 relllind Idlow Illelllhers, Ihal Ihl' answer 10 11ll'

qllesl ion "I )oes anyone know where he is cOllllllellloraled?'" is 'yes. The
(:OIIlIIlOIlW(';lllh War (ir;lves (:Ollllllissioll kllows where everv 011(' of Ihe l,7flll,fIf1f1

Ijritish Commonwealth war dead of tile two World Wars is buried, or if he has' no
known grave, where he is comlllemorated on a melllorial to the missing.

The Commission is always pleased to answer enquries ahout hurials or
commemorations. Either write to the Commonwealth War Graves Commission, 2
Marlow Road, Maidenhead, Berkshire, SL6 7DX, or telcphone 0628 34221.

If you have the name and service details of the casualty reasonably accurate and
complctc, the Commission records staff will be disappointed if they cannot ,ms\ver a'
telephone enquiry within two minutes while you remain' on the line. If the basic
information is incomplete they will nced a little longer before replying.

Do not be completely surrrised land Jo not blame the Commission] if you are told
your grandfilthcr fClI not on the Somme but in Belgium, or even in Macedonia or
Mesopotamia. It is remarkable how often a family tradition has become blurred over
the years. '

Although the great majority of Gallipoli casualties are commemorated on' the'
Peninsula, rather more than 1,000 died on Lemnos, some in Egypt or Malta, some
like Captain Wright in this country. Naval officers and ratings who were lost at sea
will be commemorated on the memorials at either Chatham, Plymouth or
Portsmouth.

The Commission makes no charge for answering enquJrles from relatives, old
comrades and the like, but reserves the right to do so if, for exampIc, a rescarcher
asks for a large number of 'traces'.

10
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MEMOIRS OF A
RUCKINGHAMSHIRE YEOMAN

FRANK LUNNON

I have read in an account of what ahe Bucks Territorials did In the Great War that
after a f~w weeks of intensi~e\nfa~try trai~ing the ROY'1I.Rucks Hl;ssars went ro

Suvla Bay, dismounted having left their horses in Egypt.

Actually we were issued with infimtry webbing equipment one evening, the following
morning we had a parade to see that we had put it together. and again that evening to
march to the station to entrain for Alexandria.

" "

On our way to Lemnos we were told of the landing <It Suvl<l Bay where, on arriv<ll,
we ~lisemh<l,rked onto a small mine-sweeper and arrived in pitch darkness. A
warship's pinn<lce towing cutters came alongside tl~ ferry ~IS to tl,le shore. It was
about ten days after the initial landing and small wooden piers had heen built.

In the morning the Regiment was to go road-making, but after less than half an hour
I was d~tailcd to take my' section; four of us, to ·report to the Colonel or Adjutant. I
was told to go and find a stores and draw as many picks and shovels as we could
carry. There were various dumps ncar the piers and I returned heavily laden to find
the Colonel of the Regiment waiting to move off. He said "We will do without them.
J)i~mi~s your fatigue party." I did so very qliickly and s(; had the i'est of the day off,
which we spent mostly hathing.

The· following day w:is sp~rit lll1loading stores \vhicllwere ferried to the piers from
ships laying out in the Bay'. A few odd shells came over but I never saw one fall near
either the piers or· the· ships. . .

Oil Friday niv;ht we marched around the heach to r .ala llaha which was :\1 I he
soulhnll l'Illl or Ihe lIay, The rollowillV; 1ll0l'lliilJ.!; was spelll halhillJ.!; hefore we
paraded af 1.:lOpm,

We then crossed a bit of flat land to the foot of Chocolate Hill, the Turks were on
the top .ind although the 2lj Division had attacked it 'earlier' that afternoon they had
heen dri,ien back. We had to go in with 'the bayonet. Mercifully I do not rememher
anything ahout that.

My lirst recollcction was seeing two Turks running for a trench ahout 100 yards
away. I dropped one and missed the other who got ro his trench, I then realised
there were lots of Turks the other side of a thick helt (If scruh ahouf 30 to 40 yards
off and you had to stand up to shoot at them. I emptied .:ny magazine, sat dow~ out
of sight to· reload. As I stood up I saw a rifle pointing at me. I tried to get off the
first shot but failed to do so. He broke my right arm. Very shortly afterwards a shell

11
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shattereu my left clbow. When I came to I hearu an officer shout "Gentlemen we
must retire!". Faceu with the prospect of lying there victim to John Turk's bayonet 1
manageu to pick myself up anu walk back down the hill to our front line trench. 1
fclt too weak to jump aeross it so I got a man to help me uown into it.

lie wanted to put on my firsl field dressing but I tolu him I only had one am] as I
hau been woundeu in both arms would he take off one of my puttees anu tic my
arms tight to my houy, as when they swung it was not very pleasant. lie then tolu
me that just rounu the traverse there was a communicating trench which wo'ulu leau
to the Dressing Station.

I hau'nt gone far when I met more troops. The officer and a sergeant picked me up
and put me on my feet and so I finally reached the Dressing Station. I think I then
passl.:d oul 1l1.:(;;IIISI.: whl.:n Ihl.:y (;;11111.: 10 alll.:nd 10 IIlC il was dark. ()nl' lIlan held an
e1celrie loreh while an M,O. and an orderly CIII Ihl' c1olhl.:s off IllY anlls and
h;lIIda~('d 1111'111. Th(' I )oclol' Ilu'n said "This Illall IIlllsl haw Ih(' lirsl sl!'l'lchn WI'

(;;111 gel". 'I,'he oruerly saiu they wanted a streicher fl' ....1 Major. 'rhe uoctor replied
"I don't care ahout the Major, this man has the first stretcher we ean get".

I eventually got my stretcher anu hau a very rough riue in a mule-urawn ambulance
to the beach, and then founu myself one of a row of about a dozen stretcher~caseson
hoard a hospital ship. We sailed to I.emnos where they landed the not so seriously
wounueu anu took me to the operating theatre. When I came rounu I was in a bed.
There was a row of beds, a row of stretchereases on the noor, then another row of
heus. They then left a passage way.

I don't know how many men died on the way home hut I remember a very bauly
woundeu man who useu to shout and swear a lot. A stewaru saiu to a man on a
stretcher "That noisy blighter will probably not last the night, if so you will get his
bed in the morning."

We lanueu at Devonport on the Friuay week after heing wounueu. Hefore being
moved one was labelleu with one's name, regiment anu uisablities. I got someone to
read mine which saiu "Compound fracture of the humeri."

The hospital train was made of eOllverteu coaches from the Lancashire and Yorkshire
Railway. My heart sank; I was on the lower bunk anu so could not see out of the
window, but I diu spot Newbury and then Reading so that meant we were bounu for
Lonuon, and so to Westminster Hospital [the old hospital situated opposite the
Abbey].

When the I-louse Surgeon came to look at me and asked "What's the matter?" I was
ahle to tell him "Compound fracture of the humeri." He then tol,d me, that Humerus
was a J .atin word, the plural of which was Ilumeri. I said "Yes, Sir, its bolh or
thcm." Whl.:n Ihe Surgcon eamc a couple 01' uays laler he asked Ihe same question
wilh the same rcplies. The Visiting Surgl.:on usually came round wilh Ihl.: R.M,O"

12
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the Matron and a few students. To watch the faces of the House Surgeon, Sister and
nllrses, who dared not IaIlJ.!;h was't'illite amllsinJ.!;.

NOlt': Frilllk 1.1I111l1l11 ~crvcd a!'t a 'I'ruopl"l' ill Ihe Ihll.:kill~h;lIl1~hin.: YCI)III~lI1ry ill whiL:h he cllli:-.lcd 1111 1

April 1')ll, hcillg IhclI 1101 quitc 17. lie gaillccJ Ihc rallk of I.allcc Corporal and, 1l,IIowing limc in hospilal
was cJischargcd on 20 Junc 1')16, his cJischargc papcrs bcing signcd hy Major C. Uisracli. Hc wrotc his
memoirs of which lhis is an eXlract, somc scvell y~-:lrs hcl')I"e his cJeath in 19H3.

In rccognition of his scrvice III thc community in Rourne EncJ ancJ lhc surrounding cJistricl in
Buckinghamshirc, a cul-dc-sac in Co~es End was named Frank Lunnon Close in ICJH4. Arc ,ml' other
Gallipoli l'elerallS so honoured? . .

We arc mosl gratcful III his son John Lunnon [II HIl], for making lhesc Mem'lirs available for publication.

LIEUTENANT JOHN HARLEY

I n The Gallipolilln No 66 Autumn 1991 we published a note concerning a memorial
in Ludlow Parish Church to Lieutenant John Harley, killed at the Battle of

Krithia, 4 June 1915.

Miss Debby Gill of Ludlow has written with further information on this officer, she
says:

"He was a member, I helieve, of a great Elmily of llarley's, who in ElCt
still live in Brampton Bryan, ncar here. Lady Brilliana Harley withstood a
siege for a while at her castle during the Civil War, single handed, as her
husband was fighting elsewhere. John Harley attended Ludlow Grammar
School. lie was a historian of some standinJ.!;, heing involved in the
puhli('alion 01" the Ilastinf!;s Manllscripts hy Ihe Ilisiorical Manuscripts
(:Ollllllissioll. This work was lin:dly puhlishcd posthumously in Ihrcc
volullles, JI)2X, 19]11 and 1934. lie alsocontrihuted tu the Ilampshire
volume of the Victoria County History. He was elected to the Society of
Antiquaries on 4 March 1915, whieh membership, lasted just three
months, before his untimely end."

13
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THEH'OOD AT GALLIPOLI

LEONARD SELLERS [1155]

I t all started with a small gold locket on a simple base metal chain. This slightly
dented piece of jewellery was given to my wife Elaine, as a hand-me-down from

my great grandmother Caroline Walls who had it engraved after her son's death,
with the following inscription:

In Loving Memory of
Dear Bert
Killed in action at the
Dardanellcs July IHth 1915

Inside I ItlUnd a photov;raph of my IIncie Alherl John Walls wilh Illy v;rcal
v;randllH'lhn (:arolinc ..pp..sitl·,

I wondered how he had met his fate in that distant land an'd my resulting researches
led me to investigate the history of the Hood Battalion of the Royal Naval Division
throughout th~ Gallipoli campaign. I founu a story of colour anu adventure, of
frustrating failur~ and of lost opportunities, terrible hardships, suffering and death
hllt halnnced hy dCl"crminntion and heroism.

We sec the Hood Battalion, of the RND like the campnign different, not as other
men, but soldier sailors. Churchill's brainchilu, known as Winston's arniy, who
nursed them into being anu which resulteu in so many interesting combinations of
officers and men. Hood officers, who in normal circumsfances were liabk ,to become
future leaders of the nation like Arthur rOc] A~quith, the Prime Minister's son,
Denis Browne, of Cambridge University, one of England's best' Yliung musicians and
critics, F. S."Cleg" Kelly, an Australian by birth who rowed in the Oxford eight
and was, three times winner of the Diamond Sculls.' Bernard Freyberg, a New
Zealander, later to become Lord Freyberg anu holder of t,he Victoria Cross,
Governor of New Zealanu and Deputy, Constable, of Winusor Castle. Patrick
Shaw-Stewart the brilliant scholar of, Eton and Ballio!. Charles Lister al~o ~f Balliol,

" . .
a diplomat and son of I.ord Rihhlesllale. There were also such characters as John
Bigelow Dodge, a cha'rming and, good looking young. American, wh<,> turned up "to
fight for the right."

But most of all Sub-Lieutenant Rupert Brooke, the poet and symbol of the age, and
as it turned out of the whole campaign. Destined to die just before the first landings
of blood-poisoning. So near and yet so far. For his hopes, excitement and enthusiam
in the cause turned to waste anl.! premature death at the age of 27 years, which was a
shock to all.

The men were Illainly f'lrlller naval reservists and new arlllY recrllits, a v;....d
proponion of the latter came frOIll the Tyneside towns. My IIncie Alherl .I ..hn Walls
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was the eldest son of John Daniel Walls and Caroline Walls fnee Durrl of Commercial
Road, Peckham, (.ondon. lit; was horn on 25 June 1X7X. Five of his hrothers anti
sis\l;rs died hclill'e the ave of 5 years.' lIe 'w{,s filrmerly ;i printer fill\owin~ in Ihe
general lines of his falher, hUI 01\ 2X'01.1oher \'JOJ hl: joineJ the Royal Navy and saw
service at Chatham and on ships 'such as the armoured cruisers HMS //(111'1"1111, ..

!Jacdliltl/l' and Levitt/hall and 'the hattleships HMS Jllus/rillUs and AgameT1ITI/Jn, the last
of which was to 1)I.,y such a leadIng role in the Gallipoli story itself

I !

He was discharged on 6 November I 190R, being transferred to the Royal Fleet
Reserve on the following day, holding the rank of Stoker' First Class, with a character
reference of very good throughout. Thereafter he spent a weeks training per' year
until mobilized lor war service on 2 August 1914, reporting to I-IMS PelJl/Jrol..e at
Chatham. Later he transferred to HMS Victory for duty with the Hood Battalion on
17 September 1914.

The three years of research have enabled me to VISIt many interesting people and
places. Everyone has been vcry kiml and I havc made a number of friends along
the way. The thrill of finding original unpublished material by opening the boxes,
albums, letters and' documents is something unsurpassed. I get a great kick
from finding each piece of the jigsaw building into the finished history. I have
been very lucky, and the amount of material available was far greater than my early
expectations.

I remember the grey November day when I visited The Modern Archive Centre at
Kin~s 'College I.ibrary, Camhridge, to research the Rupert Brooke papers. As T left,
the chOIr was singing in the bmous Chapel. It was twilight and as the htmplight cast
its shadows I could hear the music coming from behind the glorious 'stained glass. As
I passed I felt deeply moved as Rupert Brooke must have done, when a Fellow of the
College, so many years ago.

Then there was the day in the Photographic Department of the' Imperial War
Mllsl"lIm lookinv al lllalTrial OIIIIH" Hoval Naval J>iv'ision, I IlIi'lIed 1111' pav;" alld
Ihl'l'e W;IS IIIV f!, 1'1:aI lilli'll" i\lhlTI John Walls, a Illelllhn' ..r a II1OIchille-V;1I11 seelioll,
lool,illl-( al 1I1l', I II- was Ihilllll')' ill Ihe Elel' Ihall Ihe l"d,l'l I'h"I,,~rallh. hili il was
him, wearill~ his doth l:omfill"ter on his head. This photograph was later confirmed
hy my blher, who as a child saw him he fore he leli: for the war. The photograph was
taken on -+ 1\""y 1915, two days before he was wounded at the Second Battle of
Krithia by ,I bullet in the thigh.

In May 1990 I visited the Liddle Collection at the Edward Hoyle Library, Leeds
University. The, founder and keeper of the collection, Peter Liddle, could not have
been more kind and helpful. I joined the Friends of the Liddle Collection receiving
the newsletter The, Poppy and /he Owl. I was keen, to trace the relations' of one Eric
Wettern, as I needed his permission to publish an item by him. All leads had proved
fruitless when on reading the December 1991 newsletter there was an article by John
Wettern on the exploits of his father.
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Another highlight were' my VISits to Blandford, Dorset, where the Royal Naval
Division trained prior to Gallipoli. The Royal Signals Museum has a small section on
the RND. Roy Adam, Chairman of the Blandford Branch of the Royal Naval
Association had invited me to attend the Remembrance Service at St Peter's Church,
Pimperne, and afterwards at the Collingwood Memorial at Three Mile Point near
Blandford Camp. This was the place where King George V and Winston Churchill
had inspected the Division on 25 February 1915. On a day when the weather was
dcscrihed hy Violet Asquith as "Being a morning of brilliant sun sparkling on frost,
with air like crystal."

The Collingwood Battalion was destroyed at the dreadful battle on 4 June, the few
survivors transferring to the Hood. The flag of the Hood Battalion still hangs
proudly in the nearhy church of Saint Peter and Saint Paul in Blandford I:orum.

There have heell so IlIallY plou.:es .alld people seell Ihal I .ca II 1101 possihly lisl I h('lll all.
Ilowt'vcr I wOlild like 10 IlIl'lIlioll a livill~ IlIl'llIhn or Ih\' Ilood, Jos\'ph Mllrray, ;I~\'d

95 years and unliJrtunately now: hlind. He has helped, as has his daughler-inla~v
Vera. A real character, who gained the name "Lucky Durham" he fought all through
Ihe Gallipoli campaign and on into France hcl(Jrc heing injured OIl the hattie of
Gravelle in April 1917.

Following on from the lIood at Gallipoli 1 have now commenced research on its
activities on the Western Front and have already ulll;overed gems of unpublished
material concerning disputes hetween the War Oficeand the Admiralty flver the
direction that the Royal Naval Division should take, together with marvellous first hand
accounts of the fighting in France. If anyone is in a position to supply me with further
information, or with suggestions as to other lines of enquiry 1 will be very grateful.

During my latest research I found a reference to Lieuten:lllt F. S. "Clegg" Kelly who
was killed at the Battle of the Ancre on 13 November 19 I6. He was very interested
in the Hood Battalion's Band. In his "An In Memoriam" in the Eton College
Chroniclc, appe<lrs comment on an elegy for strings in memory of Rupert Brooke in
which Kelly tried to introduce the atmosphere of Greek temples and the movement
of leaves of the olive trees, so recalling the funeral on Skyros. In the following issue
a report of a concert by the 2nd Life Guards states that unfortunately the music
could not be arranged in time. for a military band.

J have' now been able to obtain a copy of this music from the British Library and
found it to be a work for a 46 piece orchestra consisting of a solo violin, 24 violins, S
violas, 8 cellos, 4 double bases and a harp. I understand that it would last between 6
and 7 minutes. Hopefully it might at som"e future date be possihle to have this music
played, as a fitting trihute to not only Rupert Brooke, himself, but all the officers
and men of the Hood Battalion, who gave their lives in the Great War. If any reader
has any ideas on Ihis sllhjecl please lei me know.

I .. J. Sellers, 17a Hellhouse Rd, I'.asl wood, I.ei~h-oll-Sca, SS') SN I ..
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BOOK REVIEWS

MEMORIES 010''1'111': BORDER REGIMENT
INTIII': FIRST WORLD WAR

COMPILED BY WALTER F. EWBANK

1991. 28 pages. £5.00...

I t would be. difficult for me to hear the strains of "John Peel" in quick march time
without straight away calling to mind the old 34/55th Regiment of Foot, the

Hortler Regiment, whose cap badge was referred to as the "picture gallery of the
British Army," a proudful hoast made by an old Borderman - my father. Esprit­
decorps extended through the whole family.

Memories of Ihe Border Regimenl compiled and edited by Walter F. Ewbank,
Arcdeacon Emeritus'lof· Carlisle, is a collectors piece, reporting the experiences of
soldiers from privates to senior. officers, from the under-aged recruit to the oldest
veterim. We are indeed fortunate that so many recollections are available, and have
been hrought together in this manner.

For Memhers the passages concerning the Gallipoli campaign will he of special
interest. There is the feeling of the great adventure as troops from all parts of the
globe came together shortly before the landings commenced, and then the grim
rllOnths on the Peninsula.

The Border Regiment hmded on X Be.lI.:h on 25 April, my Either serving ulHil tate
August when he was wounded and eventually invalided hack to England. There arc
names here which I immediately recognised like Captain May with whom my father
had previously served in India, the Andaman Islands and Burma, and who was
wounded no fewer than three times at Gallipoli. His son, Colonel R. K. May is
Curator of the Border Regiment Museum and a member of the Gallipoli Association.

'I'1lC' ,lwl'lIl1 ...ss Ill' 1IlC' fil':ltlillJ!: is 1>1'111111:111 vividly III IIlilld. "1'1 ... 11 IIIlT(' :IIT li":ltllT
I\IOIllI:IIIS likl: Iltl: dl:ligltlhil siory Ill' 1'~J"Ilil: Sharpl:, wOlIllllI:d alld wltill: heillg
transported III Mlldros, l\Ieeting a friend and opponelll from Ihe rughy lidd, Tuckl:r
Anderson serving in the RND. He provided jam and loaves "the hest meal" said
Sharpe "that I have ever eaten".

Lieutenant Ewhank did even hetter during the course of the evacuation "a ten course
dinner in place of bully heef and hiscuits" on board the Prinass Irene. Alas he was
later killed at Camhrai in 1917 aged 21, his nephew heing the editor of the hooklet.

One hopes that other Regimental Museums can be inspired hy the example of the
Harder Regiment, and make available extracts from their archives. The stories ..
deserve to be told.

J.. R. Chandler 112101

.. A\"ailahlc from The King's Own Royal l1oJ"(ler Regimenl Museum, The Castle Cal"lisle,
CA3 KUR, or W. F. Ewhank, 7 L1slle Court, Clslle Sireet, Carlisle, CA3 KUI·:. 17
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THE SUVLA BAY FAILURE

ANGELA & GREG FRANKS

Buttercross Books 1992. 28 pages, I map. £6.50 or £6.80 by post from the authorsU

T his little book brings together several views of the ill-fated aftermath of the
landings at Suvla in August 1915. There is an extract from General Sir [an

Ilamiiton's final despatch in which he says "I did nothing, and said not a word,
calculated to modify or in any way affect the attack already planned for the
morning."

The other extracts arc from sources less easily available. From John Still's A PrisollCl'
ill Turkel'. lie was one of five men who survived out of all those of the (Ith Battalion
I·:..sl Yorkshire Re~imenl who had c1imhed the flll'l hesl poilll from Silvia Bav 1hal
11111' lill'lTS real'lw(I,

Following publication of Gllllipoli VillI)' in 19L1 General Ilamiiton received
correspondence from John Still, now resident in Ceylon which was subse4uently
published in The 'Fimes and this in turn prompted a letter from James Underhill of
Vancouver another officer with the East Yorks. Both are published here.

It is helpful to, have these items brought together, and madc available by two
members of the Association. Would an even greater service have been perl(JIl)ed if
extracts from the many other sources, concerning the vexed question as to what went
wrong on the slopes of Tekke Tepe on 9 August 1915, had been included?

n 2 The Pa<.l<.loek, l.lingham, Nottingham, NG U lll,!<t

THE I>ATH TO GALLIPOLI

IAN MCGIBBON

GP l300ks 1991. 274 pages, 78 illustrations, 8 maps. $39.95 soft; $49.95 hard cover.

T his book traces the evolution of New Zealand's external defence from 1840 until
the commitment to send troops to Gallipoli. Some 600 New Zealanders were

killed or wounded on 25 April 1915, while by the time of the evacuation one in four
of those involved had lost their lives.

IX
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VIC TOR I i\ C R 0 S S L 0 C i\ TOR
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DENNIS Pll.l.lNCiER & J\NTIIONY STJ\UNTON

PlIhlished hy I he alii hoI's 1'I') I. SX pa~es. /.5 .oon.

AV~Iuahle and much needed record of the location of 1,351 Victoria Crosses, Of
these n-t are held by museums, regiments or other bodies; 494 remain with

the family or in ·other private hands, their lilcation not revealed for ohvious reasons,
\~'hile 10 a;e posted as missing. . .

The book is divided into several key lists. The :llphahetical (oc:ltion, with those in
private h:lnds heing listed as "not puhlicly held", the country, service and regiment
list, the list by museum and other public body, details of auction prices, and finally a
list of the living Victoria Cross recipients, 42 at 30 June 1991.

Of the Gallipoli Victoria Crosses some 22 are not publicly held, while the other 19
are in a variety of institutions, no fewer than 9 being in Australi:l, where R are in the
War Memorial.
.. ,\v,tibble from D. l'illin~cr, Rin~in~low. Harvest I-lill Road. Mai<lenhead. SL" 2QR at £S.OO pills ~Or

post Illllp overseasl.

tHE IMPE)~IAL WAR MUSEUM BOOK OF
THE FIRST WORLD WAR

MAI.COI.M BROWN

Scdl(wid & .ladson 1')1)1. DS.OO.

Re;lding this hook is a hit like watching Antiqucs Roadshow in which experts
rhrow light onto diverse antiques hy concentrating on a limited numher of

"i>j.... ts. Makollli Stllith wlw.w pr<'violls hooks hav,· iII..!"d... I S,."/,,, F/",,'. '/il/l/llll'

(;11/" /" "1/1" alld / :/11"/\/1111/\ '1i·/II/' slll ...,'sshtily <,lIlploys a sill,i1al" appI"oal"h 111'1"".

Bv dividillg it inlo eight parts ht: is ahlt: lIot ollly 10 dt:scriht: lht: art:llas ill which tht:
al:tual fighting took place, hut also to highlight those less commonly descrihed, such
as the \var as seen by wumt:n and civilians, In each hc f()cuses on the experienet:s of
individuals, .relating their stories through their own words; yet through e:lreful
sclecrillll, these become representative of a wider population. Drawing on his skills as
a f(lrmer HBC TV producer, he also blends these words with a selection uf pictures
from the Museum's collections. The result provides an overall summary of the war's
irwin events while revealing even more clearly the character of the people who lived
through it and died as a result of it.

Whilst Gallipoli is not described extensively, in a book which tries to report in some
part on almost all aspects of the W,lr it is covered, perh:lps in a fair pruportion,

JI)
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There arc comments from a Naval SUfgeon and an Able Seaman, a New Zealand
officer and ;In 1\ ustralian Private, a General Staff Officer and the GOC Royal Naval
I)ivision. Ikscrihed' in detail is the story Jof Commander William Forbes RN, who,
aged 70, commanded a s4uadron of dummy hattleships in the Aegean until sunk in
May 11.)15.

The hooks main weakness is its price. At £25.00, despite the colour plates, it is a
little expensive. However if Members of the As!;oci;ltion are in the History Guild
Book Club, or the Military and Aviation Book Society, they should be able to buy it
more cheaply.

Nigel Steel [IOJ6]

HELL'S FOUNDATIONS: A TOWN, ITS MYTHS
AND GALLI POLl

GEOFFREY MOORHOUSE

Hodder & Stoughton 1992. 19 illustrations, end paper maps. £]9.99.

T his brilliant and unusual book makes fascinating reading for anyone interested in
the Gallipoli campaign, the town of Bury, or the Lancashire Fusiliers. Its pages

comhine in' an unusual and unorthodox manner milit;lry history, soci.al history. ;Ind
economic hi!>tory.

,II
Several ~halitl;rs,ddcrihe the Gallipoli camp;lign, its bungled command and planning,
its heroism" its fearful casualties, of which the r.ancashire Fusiliers sustained more
than any o'ther regiment, the evacuation and its aftermath. It docs not claim to open
new wiml~lws e,xccpt fO re-examine with perspicacity the oftcD heard Anzac claim
that those from i'l'down under" were let down by the British on various occasions.

'J"r is Iile h""k " i1isll,ry "I' Iile 2111i1 1:""1, Ihe l.alH.:ashire Fusiliers, although certain
cilapters relale I" its early history. I:rom ils raising as lhe East Devonshire I{egiment
in IMlX, to Dettingen and Minden, the Peninsula War, the last guard over Napoleon
on St Ilelena, the Crimea, its arrival at Bury as dcpot in 111111. Then South Africa,
Gallipoli, Mesopotamia and the Western Front, World War II and actions from
Dunkirk to Tunisia, Italy and the jungles of Burma with the Chindits, and numerous
upemtions since. Although the spirit of the Regiment pervades the whole hook, this
is not a regimental history rewritten.

The author, a local man educated in Bury amI later a newspaper reporter, author and
explorer of distinction tells us much of the social and economic history of Bury. He
deserihes beautifully its landscape before, during and after the cotton mills, and looks
with deep understanding at the changing way of life of the townsfolk, both rich and
poor. He does not gloss over the tragedies of the post-\var years, 1920-JO, the
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unemployment, suicides of Gallipoli heroes unable to find work, or the pathetic
plight of war widows struggling to bring up families in poverty.

It explores in some depth the relationship between the Mayor and Corporation, the
Parish Church and its Rectors, the famous Grammar School and its OTC, and the
Regiment. With a skilled narrators gift he portrays the Gallipoli Sunday Church
Parade, marks the changing tones of the Rectors' sermons on this day, analyses the
emotions of the troops on parade, and the similar range of emotions telt by the
thousands who watch.

1 myself could take issue with the author on one minor blemish where he omits all
reference to the King's Own Royal Regiment [Lancaster], 4th Foot; from his list of
regiments drawn from the former County Palatine of J.ancashire. More seriously, I
canno~ accept his view that Ihe I.ancashire Fusiliers were dishanded in I')fIX,

Ahsorhed woulcJ be a more appropriale expression, as I he prcsent I~oyal RCJ.(illlcnl o(
Fusiliers continues to celebrate Minden, Inkcrl1lan allli <.iallipoli just as Iheir (ill'hcars
did.

Furthermore the eternal link betweeen the Fusiliers and the citi~ens of Bury survives
as strongly now as it did in 1968. h is very fitr from being just it museunl-piece, ami
it is alive in the hearts of the citizens, and of the Fusiliers, serving and retired.

These' comments should in no way detract from the merits of a fine book ,which is in
my experience unique. Whereas military historians and social historians usually
confine themselves to a single chronological exposition of their sl,lbjcct;, Geoffrey
Moorhouse has' not limited his approach to that of a strict chronolog:y; hut has
conveyed to his readers the emotional, at times spiritual bond, between the Borough
of Bury and the Lancashire Fusiliers with the lamling on W Beach on 25 April 1915
as its central and evocative theme.

Lt. Col P. Evans [1144]

NIII.': LI. Colunel £vans was cummissiuned 'into the Lancashire Fusiliersin April 11)44. He is currently
Presidclnt uf lhe Ramshottum branch of ,the Fusiliers Associal;on and Chairman of the Regimental
Museum Commiuee at Wellington Darracks, Dury. He has some personal knowledge of almosl everyone
menlioned in the,hook from JI)JO onwards.

. ;1.,

'I'\
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OFFICIAL HISTORY NOW AVAILABLE

M iliwry O/II:rations: (,'Illlipoli the Ollicia! lIis/ory by Brigadier-General ,C. F.
Aspinall-Oglander is now available in a joint reprint by the Imperial War

Museum and Battery Press of Nashville Tennes,see. The two volume set [thJboxed
maps from the original edition are not reprinted] costs £55.00 [including handling]
li'om the Imperial War Museum, Lambeth Road, London, SEI 6HZ.' I'

The original edition rarely appears for sale so this reprint will be much appreciated
by members of the Gallipoli Association. In the words of Cyril Falls "No serious
student of the War can avoid reading this book. Of other campaigns he can get a
goo~1 no~i~n from slighter and. m,?re popular sketches, but for the tangled stor~. pI' the
0,11 danelles he must go for thiS. . . , . '" II' .

. . '1iI' .
\ f.,

,I

FROM THE IMPERIAL WAR MUSEUM

J\vailahle free from the Mail Order Department, Duxford Airfield, Cambs,
nOll 4QR r0223 IG5000 ext 2451 is the Muscum's catalogue of postcrs, books,
postcards, phoro~raphs erL

Also' available .is ,the Catalogue of Publicarions from the Department of, Printed
Books,J ,ambeth Road, J,ondon, . SE 16HZ. In. addition to the Official· History
mentioncd'~.Isew.here this contains details of two other items of Gallipoli interest.

11", .
Nllpa/ n,iOOA'e\ Drll'" a",! nllria! Originally puhlished in a limired cdirion of )00
copies inH!17, (ihis is an account of the lasl d,lys of the poet. 1n addition there arc
~lI'lidcs hy ('cler J. MilicI' or the RlIperl Brooke Association, and Nigel Steel a
Ml:1I1!ln or Ihl: (iallipoli Association, plus prl:viously unpuhlished kttl:rs and
photographs. Price 1)4.00 including post.

Order De nll/llille I{ /he Turh.(h Arn()1 Compiled by the Intelligence Department,
General Staff, Cairo and corrected to 16 August 1915. Some 48 pages including an
introducrion. The notes arc particularly interesting, eg those for the 7th Division
refer to Remzi Bey the officer commanding the 7th Division at Gallipoli as "One of
the mosr dang;erow; men in Turkey" while the 16th Division "Lost very heavily in
Gallipoli Peninsula May 20, June 20 and August 6." Price £X.OO including post.
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LANCE-CORPORAL
GEORGE POLLITT DCM

N. POLLITT [0946]

George Pollitt was born on 25 September 1892, the second chi Id to Wi lIiam and
M;ary Hannah. His father was an itinerant plumber who had recently returned

from South America after a period of three years, during which he was probably
working on the Argentinian railways.

Ther~ were to be seven children in the family and all were to survive to adulthood,
except John, who died of diptheria in 190J, agcd filur. Tragcdy had already struck
the family three years earlicr, whell their EIther died at Ihe a~c 01" 14.

I

The loss of the bread-winner was to hring grcat hardship 10 the blllily alld 10 rclievc
the financial strain on their mother, George and his younger brother William were
sent to a charitable boarding school in Manchester - Chetham's Hospital,' or as it was
orten ClUed the U1ue Coat School. .

I

The academic standard of the school was higher than most of iots contemporics,
French being one of the subjects. taught. The physical well heing: of the boys was
also catered for, and they were fortunate in having their own swimming pool and
gymnasium. George soon became quite a proficicnt swimmer, entcring thc pool at
every opportunity. One of his adroit tricks wnsisted of diving fill" peilljies :in the
deep end of the pool, a sport practiced on Open Days and at ~wimniing Galas.
Despite a somewhat spartan regime at the school George enjoyed his days therc and
the regimented life was to stand him in good stead during his army CirceI'.

When he left Chetham's on I October 1908, aged 14, he was was found a position in
a firm. or Solicitors in the centre of Manchester. However George did not take to
clerical work and soon left to starhm apprenticeship as a joiner with a small building
firm ir the city. He never regretted his change of direction and became a proficient
crafts~~l;m always taking a pride in his work no matter how small the job.

On I ,April 1908 the Teritorial Force came into being, an amalgam of the old home
defence units, comprising the Militia, Yeomanry and Volunteers. One of the new
units to be created in Lancashire ~as the East Lancashire Royal Engineers [Tn and
its HQwas close to George's home. Sometime around 1910 or 1911 George enrolled
in their I12nd Field Company as a Sapper. He was able to use his expertise as a
joiner in the many training sessions, consisting of bridge building ami fortification
work,. while the annual camp was particularly enjoyed.

The:taining camp for 1914 was to he at Caernarvon, North Wales, however they
were recalled during their journey, to he mohilised immediately at Seymour (jrr)\e
on 4 i\:ugust 1914. The Territorials were not hound to light overseas hut I he Easl
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[.ancashire Diyision n>teu unanimously ro fight ,,;here necessary and they. were the
first Territorial Division to leave England, sailing from Southampton on 10
September, just six weeks after the outb'rdk'of war. They were bound for Alexanuria
on hoaru the R,vISI' /1 raKIJn , the three wee~ myage ~ulminating with a train journey
to Cairo. ;:

I;

After a months acclimatisation and trammg the field Company moved to ~antara

and EI Kubbi on the Suez Canal. Their duties were to protect the Suez Carl~l, amI
for eight months they sweated and str'uggled to b\Jild light railways; to dig \Y<;J1s, to

construc~ bridges and to assist in many other. ways, Sir John Maxw~II;~,fd~c~in
Egypt. Nevertheless they saw little fighting and the hot dry climate was a pleasant
change from "Alighty". .' , .

On 4 May the Il2nd Field Company sailed from Alexandria for Gallipoli
disembarking at "W" Keach, renamed l.ancashire Landing, on 10 May. Their first
major engagement was in the Third Battle of K~ithia which commenced on4 " une,
The outcome of the first assault was mixed; in the Centre the 42nd 01 ision
[formerly the East Lam:ashire Division] burst through the enemy lines a'",:' ,was
within half a mile of Krithia, unfortunately they became cut off and had to reti 'to a
roint son yards in front of their original position. 'I

,I,

The whole front was under intensive fire for the next few days, and it was during
the night of61,7 June that Saprer George Pollitr won his Distinguished C<?nduct
Medal. Thl;, supplement to the l.ond.on Gazette, IS September 19 IS gives a. very
restrained~nd bald description of the action:

"For.collspicuous gallantry ne,ar Krithia, GaIlipo!U?cninsula, unth<; nigl)t
of (1t/1;-71:,h June" 1915. He voluntee!ed under an Officer with four other
Sapp~,rs .t<>, make a communicatipn trench l\~der h,eavy fir~ . .He showed
tre ,~i;g~es1: <;olJ~ape un.der very difficult circumstances, three of the five
I~eing ,kllle·tI"., '

I ,

Thl' "Oillelilporary lIlaj!;azilie /),J,-tl\ Ihltl -nmll 11/1- Pm/lin: was more forthcoming and
illcluded all arlisl's impressioll 01 Ihe deed Ivery fictional accoruing to the herol. To
obtaiil a Illore vivid and delailcd aCCOUlll ul tbe actiun w~ can turn tu the reco~d left
by members of the Corps in thdr privately published A History oJ the East Lancashire
Ro)'tI/ EnKineeers.

"On the night (lfJune 0-7 occurred the affair of the a 'Old Turkish
Redoubt'. This small isolated post was within our line, and after
consolidation had begun was reoccupied by Turks getting into it from the
nullah. The 8th Lancashire Fusiliers cleared them out, and experienced a
heavy counter attack. When night came they appealed to Lieutenant
Angus, in our neighbouring front line [which he had 'just come to
strengthen with a working party], to give engineering assistance. The
circumstances decided him to call for volunteers, and there are in o'u'r
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history few more splendid incidents than this one. All the volunteers were
lads. of about about twenty-one or less, hut across the open to the Redouht
they went, worked all night, ;,and be/lIre dawn carne handled their rilles
vigorously against enemy attacks. The rising sun lound hal'l.lly one, Royal
Engineer or Lancashire Fusilier, who was not either wounded or dead.

Sapping had begun from our li'ont line to the Redouht, so that the
wounded nlight be got away and supplies and S.A.A. be brought up. It
was in this work that Sapper Eachus exposed himself so daringly to fire
alld was eventually wounded. His handling of an infantry working party
01' June 4, when he displayed both energy and courage, had already
brought him into notice.

Sappers Hinsley, Barlow and Knott died gloriously. Sapper Sapper
~;r~rold Smith was wounded, and hoth he and the other survivor Sapper
I)ollitt, received the Distinguishcd Conduct Medal alld proll\olioll. i\f'lel'
two years of repeated application the D.C.M. was awarded to Sapper
Eachus also, whilst Sapper Pareson, who was conspicuous in helping him,
received the thanks of the Divisional Commander". '

George would never discuss the event, confirming the traumatic ef(cct it. must have
had on his mind, and il is Icn 10 OUI' ill\a~illalion 10 visualise Ihe nel've-....ckill~
ordeal of this young man of 23 years, seeing three of his comradcs kiUed· alongside
him during that painfuUy long night.

Sapper PoUitt became Lance-Corporal Pollitt after the battle, being Itold: he was too
short tIl w;lrrant promotion to Corporal! After the successful evacuilrilln' of the Allied
Forces .from the Peninsula he went with the 42nd Division to France amI' saw action
on the Somme, and in Flanders, finishing the war at Charleroi. He escaped heing
wound~d, and was demobilised on' 13 May 1919, receiving a gratuity of £20.00 for
his D.C.M. award.

On arriving back in Manchester he was feted by his old school and received an
Illuminated Address from the local, council. He resumed his trade as a joiner, on the
maintdltance staff of Tootal Broadhurst Lee, and helped to save their Manchester
warel,louse during the Blitz of 1940, when he led a team of tirewatchers lighting a
showell, of incendiary bombs which had penetrated the roof threatening the research
laborat,ories on the 8th 11001'. He finally retired in 1957 and moved to Blackpool with
his ~~lfe. He died in 1980, five weeks short of his SSth hirthday.

Lance-Corporal Pollitt was my father and unfortunately he never did learn of the
existence of the GaUipoli Association; had he known, I am certain he would have
beco"'~lan active Veteran Member:. It was five years after his death that I had the
good Wrtune to meet two memhers of the Gallipoli Association Committee Nevin
Antho~y and Alan Standley - during a tour of the Gallipoli peninsula; I hecame a
willing recruit.
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CAUGHT SPEEDING

Commander SamSI!n in ,his hook Fights lind ~/~l.fhls puhlished. in' 1920 recalls ~n
pagc 210 how after bell1g called to the AdmIralty and told hiS Squadron was lor

the Danlanelles: '

"We had a great celebration that night.

On the way down from J,ondon I was caught in a police trap a,nd
naturally not having niy driving licence with me, I was informed by Ihe
constable that I would be summoned for exceeding the speed limit and
failinp; to produce a licence. J was afraid I did'nt treat it very '~eriousIY.
Evelilllally oil t he I>ardanelles, I received a Ion!\' document sayin!\, that as I
could not be (raced the summons had been allowed to lapse; in I;\ct the
Chief Constable of Kent had hcen' kind enough to note on it that
Commanuer Samson would not be proceeded against, as he hau evidently
heen in a hurry."

A LOST DAFFODIL

T he article in the Spring Callipolian concerning the lost variety of narcisi
"Gallipoli" has alas so far not proved successful. Hopefully it will eventually be

possihle to locate a source.

Our thanks arc particularly due to Dr David Willis, formerly at the University of
Coleraine, and Mrs Sally Kington, International Daffodil Registrar for the Royal
Horticultural Society, 80 Vincent Square, London, SWIP 2PE for their extensive
help with information about the narcissus "Gallipoli", thus enabling the article in the
Spring Callipolilln to be prepared.
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PRISONERS OF THE TURKS [CONTINUED]

]. DOUGLAS STOTT [0933]

NUMIIER NAME DIU)

II/\GIIDAI) INurth'Gatel
MILITARY CEMETERY

10th [PORTSMOUTH] BN LIGHT INF ROYAL MARiNES

Kiangri Internment Camp
385 Rubert T. Fryer

HMS CLACTON ROYAl. NAVY

Alion Kara Hissar Internment Camp
John William I{ohnls I.ielil.

1.H7B Angus McIver .
6102A Juhn James Noble . ,
These three prisoners were members of a boat party cap~~rep.off the. Asian coast of
Turkey south-west of Bourum, 2 Novemher II) 15.

HM SUBMARINE £7 ROY AI. NAVY

Angora Internment Camp
[Cur] Archibald D. C..ochrane Lieut
Juhn Anurew H. Scaife Lieut
Irwin Muirheau Twyman Lieut

216414 William Henry Mathews

Kiangri Internment Camp
K409] Herbert Blanchard
15119 Aster Coates 30.9.16
174160 Luuis A. J. Dalnoky
215684 William G. Dempsey
K2079 i

l
Alexander Doyle

2.H750 John Herbert Godfrey.
7574 Ernest Gwynne '
27 J142 John Henry Harrison .
]327 Reginald Huoper
31ORS4 Frederick J. Hubbard 11.11.16
K93l)(} William E. J. Johnson
271951 William G. McDonald
927 Herbert Macklin
K769 Ernest Osburne
JR 151 Thumas Parkhurst
20520R Henry Pope
214%6 William Reiu 12.1.16

Hadjikiri Memor.ial

Angora Memorial

Angora Memorial
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NUMBER

2.11417
171J5H5
233H22
2H222S
K20431
IH211U
750\

NAME DIED

Percy Charles Ross
Roher! W.rller Sims
John Richard Smith
Edward Charles Taylor 16.10.16
Thomas H. Tomkinson
Edward S. Weosdale
Archihald Wilson

BAGHDAD [North Glltel
MIJ.ITARY CEMETERY

Plot XXI

HM SUBMARINE EIS RiOYAL NAVY

Plot XXI

Plot XXI

Plot XXI

Plot XXI
Plot XXI

4.2.17

K22745
201222
lhlJ1XX
270751
221211
23.\214

2RR459

I 576H
I\:.IHOl)

4557

Afion Kara Hissar Internment Camp I

Edward]. Price Lieut 16.10.18
Geofrey FitzGerald S/Lieut
E. S. Palmer Clarence Lieut
llenry John Barter 1\.5.16
Patrick Brennan 2.3.\6
Albert Ellis
James Geens
Charles Gosling
William Howes
Sidney Kenchington
John H. Lockerhie
John Mel )onollgh
Alfred Edward May
Ernest Henry Mitchell 26.11.1 6
William Norman
Thomas O'Neill
Ilerhert Rogl:rs
John Shepard
Samuel Todd
llenry W. Trimmer
William Williams

2.107l)O
22(lH04

Kiangri Internment Camp
306132 James Bond 2.2.17
22lJh04 Charles Horn
K4797 Charles H. Stratford
1X43R2 George William Williams 4.12.10

Plot XXI

Angora Memorial

11M SUHMAIUNf. E20 ROYAL NAVY

Angora Internment Camp
[CdrJ C1yffiml H. Warren Liellt
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238702

NAME DIED

Heiuy Wilford Pel! Lieut
Arthur Norman Tebbs
Thomas James Piddock

AUTUMN 1')')2

IJAGHDAD [North Gate]

MILITARY CEMETERY

Kiangri Internment Camp
212543 Alfred J. Burtenshaw

Joseph Embury
6684 Arthur James Howard 8.2.17
J2501 Charles Woodman

Constantinople Internment Camp
William Henry Voisey

Angora Memorial

HMA SUBMARINE AE20 ROYAL AUSTRAUAN NAVY

AJion Kara Hissar Internment Camp
lCdrJHenry Stokcr I.ieul
Geoffrey I-laggard Lieut
John Pitt eary

7999 William Thomas Cheater
2826 James Cullen
7391 Jphn Kerin
8221 Benjamin Talbot
2305 Michael Williams 29.9.16

Kiangri Internment Camp
160597 [8266] Harry Abbott
270766 [8272] . Stephen Thomas llell

!. :

Bozanti Memorial

7296
8278
8096
7970
19]6
8285
827]
ROSol
7216
8270
2080
7244.
7893
R056
7297

Cecil Arthur Bray
I-larry B. Broomhead
Herbert A. Brown
Lionel Stanley Churcher
William W. Falconer
Peter Fawns
James Henry Gibson :
Stephen John Gilbert 9.10.16
Horace J. Harding
Charles Holderness
William B. Jenkins
Henry J. E. Kinder
Albert Edward Knaggs 22.10.16
George Henry Nash
Alexander C. Nichols

Plot XXI

Plot XXI.
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NUMIIEI(
I,

:214~ . ! I

H271
R275
R259
H2R9
71'61
8277

NAME DlEn

III I' '! I
\ C!Ha,: cs (j. Suckling
I 4\lh~rt iN~ C1 Thompsoh I

,C;harlfs Varcoe 18.9.16 ,-
Charles Vaughan

1 rPhomas Henry Walker
John H. Wheat
Thomas Wishart

"

BAGHDAD INunh Gale]
MII.ITARY CEMETERY

Plot. XXI

To he concluded in the next Cnllipolian:

PRIVATE THOMA'S BARNES
I

A REQUEST RY HIS NEPHEW ERNEST BARNES [1206]

Private Thomas Barnes, horn in Bickerton, Yorkshire in 1882, died at Suvla Bay
while serving with the 9th Hn West Yorkshire Regiment on 9 August 1915. His

body was never I()und, and he is commemorated on the Cape Helles Memorial along
with :n4 others from the Re~iment. Ernest Barnes" is anxious to learn more about
the history or Ihe l)lh Battalion, and perhaps somethin~ or the last months or his
Uncle.

The hooklet hy Everad Wyrall concerning the West Yorkshire Regiment provides
this aecolllll" of the action or X t\u{!:lIst Il) IS. j.'

Two Banal ions, thc 'hh West Yorkshires and the 6th Yorkshire Regiment apparently
Illadc a I'cu.lIl1aiSSallCC alld sllccccdcl! ill pcnctr:llinJ.( 10, and oc.;c.;upying Ilill 70
ISc.;imitar Ililll, and a poinl ncarly as far as Ahrikja without meeting serious
opposition. Three amI a half <:ompanies of the 9th West Yorkshire, A, H, C and half
of D reached the latter while part of Battalion HQ was still about 500 yards south­
east of Sulajik, while the rest of D Company and the 6th Yorkshires were ncar
Aliney Chesme.

In the afternoon orders were received for an attack to take place on the morning of
the 9th. The II th Division was to advance against the line Ismail Oglu Tepe­
Anal;lrta Sagir. The 33rd Infantry Brigade [less the Sherwood Foresters] and one
Battalion of the JIst Inbntry Brigade [10th .Division] was to attack the line from
Ismail Oglu Tepe - 106LW. The JJrd Inf Battalion was to prolong the line on the
left. These orders were· subsequently altered on the arrival of the Commander-in­
Chief MEF, who expressed a wish that an advance be made forthwith in order to
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secure the high ground before the Turkish reinforcements, which \vere kilOwn to he
on the way alTived. Orders were immediately isslled for an advartc'c; but then it was
l()und that the 32nd Infantry Brigade was not concentrated abollt Sulajik. By now
r1800.1 the 6th Yorkshires and the 9th West Yorkshires were extended in position
from Hill 70 to the slopes of Baka Baba, well on their way to Anafarta Sagir. Indeed,
to those tWI) Battalions belongs the honour of establishing themselves further cast
during the /irst attack at Suvla, than any other units of the 10th or 11th Divisions.
There is every rcason to surmise that had they been supported, or their whereabouts
knuwn tu Brigade HQ, and the in}llortancc uf their positiun grasped, the final n:sult
at Suvla might have been very different. Instead these twu battaliuns never received
orders to concentrate at Sulajik until 0500 on the 9th, by then it was tou late.

It is well to let the GS Diary uf the II th Divisiun tell its own story uf the
unsuccessful attack at dawn on I) August:

"Owing to s(;attered position or units, 32ml Brigade unable 10 move lIlH il
lI4l1() when East Yurks Regt, supported hy West Riding Regt and 67th
Field Cuy RE moved towards IJill nx. As the East Yorks Regl

!approa(;hed the top of the hill abuut OSlIO, Turks counter-atta(;ked and
drove column down the slopes, one company East Yorks heing lost. As

i the West Yorks Regt withdrew to their positions to COIKentrate at Sulajik,
'they were heavily atraded rrOlll the direction or i\hrik;a, lOS, ". Yorks
:ind Lancs Regt muved up to support them, both Battalions compelled to
give ground to support 32nd Brigade. Meanwhile 33rd Brigade attacked

I north-west slopes of Ismail Oglu Tepe, but at (lC) 15 2 Battalions 53rd
Division ordered to support 32nd Brigade and at 1130 remaining
Battalions 159th Brigade moved up to reinforce the line"

The 9th West Yorkshires lost heavily. Captain E. Lung Price and C1ptain T. F.
Fraser were killed, and six other officers were wuunded. Part of the Battalion
rejoined Battalion HQ at Sulajikk and part fell back tu the sewlld line.

"1':rnl'Sl Barnes, 1720 Like Uonvisla Or Se. , Calg,try, Alhena, LlIIa<la, T2J .1IIS.

: ~ I

.'
j.

FROM THE SALEROOM

C. Nyman [1263] has cOlltributedan item from the Dailv Telegraph I August 1992.

"The OSO won by Col Stewart Newcombe, Royal Engineers, during
Gallipuli reswe operations in Octoher'l (), 5, and seven, o~hl;r 'medals, has
made £2,900 at Buckland lJix and Wood, specialist auctioneers, in
London."

'J I
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FLIES

A. P. HERBERT

Reproduced ~."ith acknowledgement from T.he Secret Battle by A. P: Herbert,
first published by Methuen Co Ltd, 1919, and subsequently reprinted on a

number of occasions, most recently by the Oxford University Press in the series 20th
Century Classics. . .

Few more terrible plagues can have afflicted British troops than the flies of Gallipoli.
In May, by comparison there were none. In June they came by armies; in July by
multitudes. Most Englishmen have Jain down some gentle summer day to doze on a
shaded lawn and found that one or two persistent flies have destroyed the repose of
the afternoon; many women have turned sick at the sight of a hlowfly in Iheir
hutcher's shop. l.cI them imagine a semi-lropical Sllll in a place where Ihere is lillie
or no shaue, where sanitary arrangements are less than primitive, where in spile or all
precautions, there are scraps of bawn and sugar and tea-leaves lying everywhere in
the dust, and every man has his little daily store of food somewhere ncar him, where
there are dead bodies and the carcasses of mules easily accessible to the least
venturesome fly - let them read for 'one' fly a hundred, a thousand, a million, and
even then they will not exaggerate the horror of that plague.

Under it the disadvantage of a sensitive nature and a delicate upbringing were easy
to see. An officer lies down in his hole. The flies cluster on his face.. Patiently, at
first, he brushes them away, with a drill-like mechanical movement of his hand; by­
and-by he does it angrily; his temper is going. He covers his face with a hankerchief;
it is distressingly hot, btft at least he may have some rest. The flies settle on his
hand, on his neck, on the bare part of his leg. Even there the feel of them is
becoming a genuine torment. They creep under the hankerchief; there is one on his
lip, another buzzing about his eye. Madly he tears off the hankerchief and lashes out,
waving it furiously till the air is free. The !lies gather on the walls of the dugout, on
the waterproof sheet, and watch; they are waiting motionless till he lies down again.
He throws his coat over his bare knees and lies back. The torment begins again. It is
unendurable. He gets up, cursing, and goes out; better to walk in the hOI sun or sit
under the olive tree in the windy dust.

But look into the crowded ditches of the men. Some of them are fighting the same
fight, hands moving and faces twitching, like the flesh of horses, automatically. But
most of them lie still, not asleep, but in a kind of dogged artificial insensibility. The
flies crowd on their faces; they swarm about their eyes, and crawl unmolested about
their open mouths. It is a horrible sight, but those men are lucky.
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A GALLIPOLI FLY TRAP

] PAGE [1185V]

First spread a thick layer of Nadler's Fig Preserve, an Egyptian product on to
newspaper, covering the whole surface well. Wait for the nies to arrive, they

don't take long, and as soon as the jam is completely covered set thc newspaper on
lire. Alas the survivors, and triJJions more continue to plague you and have to be
suffered.

Nil It:: J. Page served with the Royal Field Artillery at Suvla Bay.

LEMNOS ASSES

Athens 21{ April IlJI5

T he Chrollll.< has received a telegram from its correspondent in Lemnos which
scems to have passed the censor despite, or hecause of the statement that the

British requisitioned 1,000 asses in Lemnos of all places, with the ohject of causing a
panic amongst the enemy by driving the be<lsts laden with igniteJ petrol-tins into the
hostile, trenches.

The Times 30 April 1915

I HA VE SEEN

I have seen the sun set over the Isle of Imbros, and rise bcl~ind the hitls
of Gallipoli; and to see the warships lying in Suvla Bay in the mist at
break of day was a sight that can never be forgotten.

William Harris

William Han-is of Ebbw Vale served in the 1st Welsh Field Ambulance and was
present at Suvla from lJ August until 12 October 1915, when suffering with plcurisy
he was evacuate'd to Egypt. On rejoining his unit he served in Egypt and Palestine
until his discharge with a bounty of£24.IOs on IS March 1919.
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INFORMATION PLEASE
'! I ;

, Pe~f; \V. A<'lamS,p~~l:1 it Ii; helicvcd that Stoker Petty Officer Adams served in an
E-da's~ sul>mdrinc at thq Dardanelles and was later lost on board K4 when she was
rammed by K~ off the Forth on 31 January 191R. R. G. Mills, 269 Humber Doucy
Lane, Ipswich,'IP4 3PF seeks informati~n concerning his grandfather.

Reginald C. Bickley RN: Mrs C. M. Parsons, ,7 Wode Close, Horndean,
Waterlooville, paR OHX is anxious to learn mor~ about her father R. C. Bickley who
served as a transport officer with"the Royal lNaval Division at Gallipoli being
awarded the OBE and Mentioned in Despatches. He later served in France finally
hecoming Movements Officer at Marseilles.

Peter Fallon RN: Peter Fallon, a Stoker served with the RND at Gallipoli, was
later wounded on board HMS Liun at Jutland, and landed on the mole at Zeebrugge,
St George's Day 191R. His daughter Mrs E. F. Harrell, 113 Northampton Close,
Whirleigh, Plymouth, PI.5 4JT would he pleased to hear about rhese actions and her
lathers services.

Private Morris lIains: Morris Hains, a son of John and Julia Hains of Adelaide was
killed between 7 and 12 August and is buried at Lone Pine. John Hains, 15/2
Findlay Avenue, Roseville, NSW, Australia' 2069 seeks further information
concerning his uncle.

John McKenry: John McKenry AB, Tyneside No Z1339 served in the Benb~w Barr
RND at Gallipoli and later in France with the Nelson Ratt where he was ~illed in
acrion on III November 1916. D. McKenry, 33 Beachfield Road, Bembridge Isle of
Wight, P035 5TN seeks further details.

Trooper Ernest Penny: Ernest Penny served with the 10th Austr:llian Ligh;t Horse
bcin~ killed on 7 August, and is one of only ten known casualties to be b~ried at
The Nck cemetery Anzac lie was lhe son of William and Mary Penny fir Alton
Priors, Wi Irs, and a native of Clench Common ne,lr M'lrlborough. J. W. Penny,
11221)1 of (11 I'adacre Road, Walcomhe Park, Torquay, TQ2 HI'X, is anxious'to learn
morc conccrnin~ his relal ive,

Staff Sergeant Stanley Thompson: Staff Sgt Thompson RAMC landed at Suvla
about 15 A.ugust and later served in Egypt, Palestine and Mesopotamia. His son,
M. Thompson, 6 Rroadacres, Durkar, Wakefield, WF4 JBE seeks further
inlilrmation.

Thomas Thompson: L/Sgt Thomas Thompson 12J70, 1st Batt Royal Iniskilling
Fusilicrs scrvetl at Gallipoli and then was killed on I July 1916 on the Somme. His
great grandson D. Sutton [1227] is anxious to learn more of his service.

George Wilson RN: R. Wilson, 57 Apppletongate, Newark, NG24 ILN seeks any
infilflnation on the war service of his late uncle George Wilson who served in the
Royal Navy ashore and afloat at the Dardanelles and died recently aged 92 .
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WHO SAID THIS?

I n the Spring Galliplilian we asked "Which Member of Parliament on heing
. wounded at the top of the left groin during the Gallipoli Campaign said on seeing

where he was wounded:

"Thank heaven, my seat is safe"

The answer is Josiah Dement Wedgwood, sec his book published in 1940 Memoirs II!
a Fighting Life.

Josiah Wedgwood, a descendant of Josiah Wedgwood of pottery fame was born on 16
March 1872. Educated at Clifton College and the Royal Naval l.ollege, Greenwich,
he worked first as a naval architect, and then during the South African war served as
a. Captain in the Elswick. battery. After.a spell as a magistrate in the Transvaal, he
was c1.ected in 1906 as the Liberal candidate for Newcastle-under;':'I.yme, hecoming a
memher of the Labour Party in 1919. He represented the BorOligh .without a break
until 1942, when he was raised to the peerage.

Winston .Churchill appointed him to the RNVR in September 1915 and he served
lirst in Belgium in command of art1lOlll"Cd clrs. Then followed a pei"iod of training
wilh. Rolls-Royce armoured cars at Wormwood Scruhs and then at Iiolkhalll in
Norfolk .. He landed ilt Gallipoli on 25 April from the River C/jlde, was wounded on
6. May aD,devacuated home. La\er he servetl in East Africa ilnd on the Mesopotamia
Commission.

Josiah Wedgwood died on 26 July 1943, the Times Obituary describes him as a
remarkable figure, generous, incalcuable, explosive, indiscreet "all his qualities seem
to he summed up in the abbreviation of his name Jos by which he was universally
and affectionately known.". He was one of the best liketl men intl1c Iiousc of
Commons. .

Now another WHO SAID THIS?

"The Turks did not beat us - we were beaten by our own High Command!"

A clue perhaps is in order, it was said by·a member of the Gallipoli Association.
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A REMARKABLE :RECORD

:1

One of our new memhers, G. May [1253] has pro~ided a r~~arkah.le story~nJ we
hope that memhers may he able to provide addItIOnal mformatton to

compliment and ,add to his existing knowledge of his family and their involvement at
Gallipoli.

TilE G,-\I.I.IPOI.I:\N

"Beforej rheoutbrfilk ()~ war in 1914 the May family who originated in Birtley, Co
Durhamj ~~d tfI1Qvfd~ l,tiO qateshead with ,all seven sons working as miners. When war
was IdQcI~red a,1I ~eve:n' e?lis~ed in t~e, Royal Navy at HMS C,alliope at Newcastle.
They were, :senL0~st to C..xstall Palace and then after a short perIOd found themselves
part of th~1'l~o;yill Naval Divisi0n, training on the powns near Blandford Forum.

I

" '
The brotht:rs we're posted to '1;)rious :~'lttal'ions of t~e RND, Mr May knows that his
1;lther, Frank, was in the Anson Bt~, .b,ut has np 'knowledge of those iri which the
brothers served, other to recall that i ~\'\ ren;tery1hsrs the names Anson, Hawke amI
l\Jclson heing mentio':\ed in post war discussions ,b~tween the hrothers. It is this tact
which is so remarkable. Everyone knows' of the iosses suffered by the RND both at
Gallipoli and later on the Western Front. Yet all seven brothers survived the lighting
in Gallipoli, and then proceeded to France to be involved in many actions, yet all
returned home. '

Many suhsequently had large families, one had thirteen children, while Mt May's
f;llher had seven. With the passage of time an~ the deaths of the brothers, family
claims on personal effects has meant that inform"tion, medals and papers have heen
scattere~1 and. vi~tlIally ?othing is availahle to'lmlvide a positive record of what must
he a umque family service to the Crown. ' , , ,

Apparcntly the hrothers like most old soldiers of the Great War woul~ only
occasionally, and then when they were together, talk of their experiences.' H6wever,
they always rememhered their comrades who died, or the Anzacs, the impossihle
tasks they had heen given, the closeness or the Turkish trenches, the smell or dead
hodies, the flies, the fi)()d, the shortage of water, :and the eventual withdrawal. Later
hattles in France, at Vimy Ridge, Beaumont Hamel, Arras and the Somme, were
among the topics which Mr May recalls being covered. During the spells in the
trenches in both GaHipoli and in France it was their habit to visit each other when
they could and share what news they received from home, and what little extras and
Iuxllries they had been able to obtain.

A truely remarkable story about which Mr May would like to learn more, so any
informatiori please, however small, to him at 42 Ashington Road, Bedworth,
Nuneaton, CVI2 OLZ.



A SHRINE TO GALLIPOLI

]. DOUGLAS STOTT [0933]

AUTUMN 19') l

T ike all ladies of good lineage HMS Minerva formerly Monitor HMS M.B is
L responding to loving care and attention. Thanks to an invitation frol11
Commander M. J. Jones RN [Rtd] members were given the opportunity to view this
lor themselves by way of a special ship-board tour on 19 July. ..

Although the restoration budget is limited, work is nevertheless gath~ring pat:e. This
progress has largely been possible as a result of immeasurable support gi\'en to the
ships company from a host of unpaid supporters. For instance there arc twenty
honorary advisors each spet:ialising in diverse suhjects such as wireless telephony,
gunnery, legal and puhlic recorus; .~II or which will hring the IIMS M.B hack 10 ils
Gallipoli operational state. In auuilion there 'In: sevenleen inuuslrial concerlls who
have dcvoteu expertise anu a wide range of elJuipmelll from air lools, welding
appa~atus to the basic necessity or: haru hats. However the true dynamics emallal\:
from the innumerable volunteers, both full, part time anu casual. The extent of their
value can be readily appreciated with the knowledge that the aggregate working week
on a~ average rate of pay would otherwise amount to a cost of over £:30,000.

Volunteers are th'awn from all walks of life. In audition to naval and dod pnsoncl
there are, for instance two hus Jrivers, and two prison offit:ers who have a uniqu\:
means of subcontracting. There is a 73 years old retired Jock carpenter, and two
schoolboys, one local, the other attending the Royal Naval Hospital ScllOOI,
Holbrook. With the uecommissioning of ships, authentic parts come availahlc to
those volunteers with a sharp eye for the appropriate fixtures anu linings. Dignity
was re.storeu on I April when the 6 indl gun was placed frd by t:ourtesy of the
Royal ~ngineers training team from Bordon who transporteJ it from Whale Island.

It will he of further interest t? membqs to be remindeJ of onc of the policy
decisions of Hampshire County Council 'Yh,il:h is that the role of the ship will he
Jiret:tcd towards that of a Gallil'0li gall<;ry/memorial supported by a quay side
gallery. . I,

It was with some measure of disappointment' that notwithstanding 11 special day heing
laid o~ solely for Gallipoli Ass?ciation ,members, on\~ .~igh~, t?~~k ~a!dyanta&el of
attend mg. Perhaps, after all, we dId not reall)'. rue the, demise of the RIVer e:tyde. Or
perhaps membcrs wcre not sufficicntly awarc. of this projcct. I . ,

I ,
~ I ' i' I . I i ~

Commander Jones and his crew will always be pleased to reeci~'e sU;lpori-' of: any kinu
and may be contacted c/o Royal Naval Museum, HM !'faval Base, Portsn~outh,

POI 3LR. A short history of HMS' M33 is available whidl all10ng other things relates
how our Jolly Jack Tars of King George V took one of his warships 'canle rustling on
Turkish Asia, Also availahle is a transcripl of a day to uay uiary mainiailll:u hy a hoy
signalman serving ahoard in North Russia which was discovered ill 1')')0 aher his
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HMS MINERVA:MONITOR HMS M33

death, and thoughtfu'lly reproduced for .posterity by' his san Dougia~ c. WhitefleJd.
Both publications tan be obtained by a small donation of £5.00 [or more if yOll wish]
plus a 91 x7" envelope st,amped -4lp, from Commander Jones. Cheques payable to
Monitor M33 Club.,

I

, .
. \

"tte.ntion has kj)ldly been drawn by I-I. F. J.Higgs [0599] to possible confusiOn'
nWhieh might'arise over I"Ile name IIMS lI1illl'/"1J(/ for IIMS MD. Whdl the
monitor saw service 011 Ihe I hl'dallelles she was IIMS rvl:\.1, alld shollid 1101 hI;.

mistaken IiII' IIMS Mill/!I'VI/., a 20 ye;ll's old Cl'lIis('l' which also s(;l'vl'd sll,lililhl'lIl1y ill.
the campaign. IIMS Millerva. was sold in Ino and IIMS M33 did not take on her
name Ontj-/ 1924. Incidentally there had been nine ships of this name in the Royal
Navy before the cruiser, so it is a nohle line, as befits the Roman goddess of wisdom.

GALLIPOLI MEMORIALS

See !Jhotograph overleaf taken in the town cemetery, St Helen's· Lancashire by
, W. R. Maki/lson [1103]. The wording with the Gallipoli connection is as
follows:

"Also of their beloved son Pte Thomas l-lalsall 6th South Lane. Regt who
was killed in action at Suvla Bay Dardanelles Augt 10th ,1915, aged
26 years."

, 3~
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