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NOTE The Corrmi.t tee have' agreed tha t in fu ture
Veteran members wi~l ba·denoted by a four
figure number followed.,by·.W•.~""Associ1tte
members by the number· only.

NEW MEMBERS

1011 MRS B M DUNNE,
Ma~tone, Barrow Hill, Sellindge, Ashford,
Kent, TN25 6JR .

1012 G. MOORHOUSE
Park House, Cayle, Nr. Hawes, North Yorkshire,
DL8 3RT

l013V A. M. SMITH OBE
89 Drenstead Road, Streatham, London, SW16 lAD
2/4 Royal West Kents 53 Div.

l014V Major J. G. MA&!lK
c/o Hotel Krebs, 3800 Interlaken, Switzerland

lOlSV LORD GRANVILLE OF EYE
112 Charlton Lane, Cheltenham, Glos. 4th Light
Horse AIF.

l016V W. E. DURNFORD
78 TA Monita, Marascala, Malta. Cpl· 2 Royal
Fusi1iers, 86 Bde, 29 Div. Landed 25 April
wounded 6th May 1915.

1017 MRS D. J. BARKER
·Stable Cott, Angmering Lane, East Preston,
West Sussex, BN16.2SN. Uaughter of the late
W. G. Mead, Ga11ipoli veteran.

1018 I.C. PEARSON
33 Trafa~gar Road, Wadsley Bridge, Sheffield,
56 IJY

1019 E. G. FULLER
36 Terra Nova Drive, Mallacoota, Victori'a,
3889, Australia •.
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Andy
Text Box
In the original printed journal, this page and part of the following contain the names and full addresses of new members, and address amendments.

For reasons of data protection and personal privacy, this content has been  omitted.



l020V J'. M. E. DONALDSON
20 Southlands Crecent, Port Erin, Isle of Man,
Scottish Horse and C~el Corps.

1021 .J. LYTHGOE
76 Wigshaw Lane, Culcheth, Warrington, Lanes.
WA3 4NF

1022 J. L. GUTHRIE
3 Calcot Co.urt-. C'alcot Park, Reading, Berks.
RG3 5RN

CHANGE OF ADDRESS

0862 M. J.
o 'FENN

Lyndon~'Crownfields, Langford Budville,
Wellington, Some TAll OQZ

Colonel C. K. MAHAKIAN
PO Box 1625, Palm Springs, Ca 92263-1625
U.S.A..

AMENDMENTS

1002 T. W. BROoKS
lnit.lals T.W." .address number 139 and post
code poe IGO are corrections to those ,given
in The Gallipolian 5416

. OBITUARY

With deep regret the following n~es are recorded:

0327V R. S. ANDREWS Sgt. 1 R. Devon Yeo. attd.
29 Div.

0154V W. W. LUGe MM Gnr. 58 Bde RFA, 11 Div.

0267V BRIGADIER R. B. RATHBONE OBE Lt. 6 Loyal
N. Lanes,' 13 Div.
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MERVYN HENRY SPENCER

~ing Commander D. Buchanan 0832 writing from Tasmania
informs us of the de~th in August of one of Tasmania's
last surViving Gallipoli veterans, Mervyn Henry
Spencer. He was aged 96 and landed on 25 April as a
stretcher bearer with the 12th Bn. He served on the
Peninsula for two months before contracting a serious
virus and was evacuated to hospital in Alexandria.
Members of the Association may well have met Mr. Spencer
in Gallipoli as he attended the celebrations there to
mark the 50th, 60th and 70th Anniversaries of the
landings.

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

So another year is moving quickly towards
Christmas and we shall all be a year older.

It seems but a short time ago that the Ajsoc­
iation suffered a severe .loss when our much respected
Founder, Edgar Banner passed on. To replace him
entailed the appointment of a Chairman, a Secretary,
and an Editor of The GalUBplian... With all these
Offices filled the functions of the Association are,
once more, on an even keel, and this enables us to
pursue its objects, namely, to hold pleasant discourse,
to reminisce and to keep alive the memory of those of
our comrades who laid down their lives in the campaign.

Not least among the changes which have taken place
the ladies (bless them) have, after much deliberation,
been welcomed as Associates or guests and their presence
has undoubtedly increased the interest in our activities.

Recently some of you may have seen a letter in the
Daily Telegraph saying that a survivor of the Anzac
landing on 25 April 1915 had reached the age of 100 in
~~rch this year. We congratulate him.

It is encouraging to see that we still continue to
enrol new veteran members.

Good ,,,ishes to you all for Christmas and the New
Year. 5
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A.G.M. GALLIPOLI ASSOCIATION 30 SEPTEMBER 1987

Chairman's Report

It is 18 months since our last A.G.M. when it was
agreed that in future the meeting would be held in the
autumn. During this time your committee have met three
times.

Lady Members

Following the decision of the last A.G.M. to leave
the final decision concerning Lady members to the
committee, your committee met in June 1986 and decided
that Ladies in future should be allowed to become full
members in every sense, and that guests of either sex
would in future be welcome.

Gallipoli Memorial Lecture Trust

Co-operation with the organisers of this admirable
event has continued. Major General Tony Trythall has
been a member of our Association for some time and he is
also Chairman of the organising committee of the Gallipoli
Memorial Lecture Trust. We invited him to join our
Committee and I am delighted to tell you that he kindly
accepted and has been of most valuable help to us. In
turn I was pleased to accept an invitation from the
Memorial Lecture Trustees to join them as one of the
Trustees. Their third lecture -tobk place earlier this
year and it was given by the Duke of Edinbur&h.

Finance -

As you will hear from the Treasurer, the funds of
the Association are in good shape, and it is even
proving possible to produce three Gallipolians this year
after all. You may remember that last year we feared we
might have to reduce to two -issues in 1987. Our thanks
are due to Donald Bland for all the splendid work he does
for us as Treasurer.
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The '£ditor

Last January ~1ike Occleshaw resigned as Editor and I
should ;now like to give a 't'lD-rm welcome to our new Edi tor
David Saunders who has got off to a wonderful start, and
we are "most grateful to him for the imm~nse effort he
has already taken on our behalf. However strong the
finances, The Gallipolian would not exist without the
Editor.

The Essay Competition

Unfortunately the response to the essay competition
last year wa5 dismal and there were only four entries.
Your committee reluctantly accepted that writing essays
was obviously not a pop~lar pastime and have decided not
to continue with this competition.

tilembership List

No~an Pollitt has taken great strides in producing
a comp~terised membership list and this should be in
operation shortly. Our grateful thanks are due to him
for the time and effort he has" spent on this project.
Amongst. other things it will produce address labels which
will mafe mailing so much easier.

The Au t,umn Lunch

~ t

~e 1986 Autumn Lunch was hel~ on 30th, S"eptember at
the R.~.F. Club and Mr. Michael Heseltine was the guest
of honofr. We were delighted 'that a number of ladies
attended both in their O\VI1 right and as guests.

On 25 April this year there was a good turn out at
the Cenotaph where, thanks to "help from Australia House
chairs 'were provided for Yeterans, and also transport
to the Abbey. The Coldstream Guards provided transport
from the Abbey to Chelsea ~arracks, negotiating a large
C.N.D. rally on the way, and lunch was provided at the
Officer's Mess under the very l<ind auspices of the
Commanding Officer, 1st Bu. Irish Guards. His Adjutant
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Captain James Stopford, gave us a lot of help, and he has
joined the Association. GallipoJi historians will not be
slow to recognise his name. We were entertained by a
piper, and the drums and flutes which made all the
difference to the occasion.

Stanley Par~er Bird

It is ,\.;rith great regret that we received the sad
news earlier this year of the death of Stanley Parker

.Bird. He had been a long standing supporter of the
Association, a member of the committee and a Vice­
Chairman. Our deepest sympathy goes to his family and
we shall miss him greatly.

Conclusion

I should like to conclude by saying that the affairs
of the Association are in good order. The finances are
strong, and should remain so provided that people pay
their subscriptions, and your committee now consists ot
an excellent and very friendly team who have the interests
of the Association at heart. I should like to add my
personal thanks to all the present Committee nembers for
taking their share of the load and I am sure you would
agree that it would not be right to finish without
special thanks to the chap with the most unenviable job
of Secretary, James Watson Smith, who not only has a
lot of tedious paper work and telephoning to do, but has
also organised the autumn lunch both last year and this.

CONGRATULATIONS

Members will wish to share in the congratulations,
and to send their good wishes to J. W. Gearing OS07V
and his wife, of Sandgate Road, Folkestone who on
17 November celebrated their 70th (Diamond) Wedding
Anniversary. Mr. Gearing served at Gallipoli as an
AB on HMS Theseus RND Benbow Bn.
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SUBSCRIPTIONS

Yes, t is nearly January again, and this is when
subscriptions for the Association are due. The rates
are £3.00 for ¥eterans and £6.00 for Associate
t"lembers. These should be sent 'to ·~thc Hon Treasurer,
D. F.'Bland, Torview, 4 Ridgeway Close, Dorking,
Surrey, RH4 3AS·. Prompt payment "keeps our funds
in good order and the Treasurer happy~

DONATICN

It is with gratitude that we acknowle~ge receipt of
£100 from Mrs D. E. Southall in memory of her brother
Alec Wells, a founder member of the Association,' who
served at Gallipoli at the age of 15 with the 4th Worcs,
and also as a tribute to the late Major Banner for all
tiie work he did £6r us. We are greatly indebted to
Mrs Southall for her generosity~

TORTOISE ,.VETERAN OF GALLIPOLI DIES

In The Gallipolian 51: 23 'an account was given about
Ali P4sha, the tortoise picked up on the beaches of
Gallipoli in 1915 by Henry Fristan RN HMS Implacable.
He wa~ looked after for two years on the battle­
cruis~r before being brought home to Suffolk. Here
he be~ame quite a celebrity, and could, tightly claim'
to be~the most famous tortoise in East Anglia. Alas
he suqcumbed in early September to the effects of a
cold virus, his age, well that was unknown, but
certainly well over 100 years.
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AUTUMN LUNCH

l-lembers, including five veterans t and friends met
at the Royal Air Force Club Piccadilly on 30 September
for the Autumn Lunch.

Unfortunately the President was unable to attend, but
sent a message of welcome. Good wishes were also
received from Captain Dick Cooper of Maidstone, who
served as a 15 year old in the French Foreign Legion
at Gallipoli until wounded.

The Guest speaker was General Count Von Stauffenberg,.
Defence and ~litary Attache at the German Embassy,
who gave 'a most ,informative address concerning the
coveted Brusselager Trophy of the German Army. This
was instituted in memory of Colonel von Brussela~er'J

a rioted soldier killed in WWII, for teams competing
in an arduous armoured reconaisance competition.
Originally 'rest'ricted to teams from the German Army
the competition is now open to all NATO countries.

GENERAL SIR IAN H~lILTON'S GRAVE

General Sir Ian Hamilton died on 12 October 1949,
and is buried (Captain Eric Bush in his book Gallipoli
says in 'his honeymoon suit') next to his wife Jean who
died in 1941, in a corner of the cemetery just outside
the 'village of Doune, Perthshire. I was f~rtunately

able to visit the cemetery during a recent visit .to
Scotland, when there was sn~w on Ben VQrlich a little
to the north, and skeins of honking Greylag Geese.we~e

passing overhead. The grave is in the north-west
corner of the cemetery, but the inscriptions are not
very legible, indeed without the help of the sexton its
location may have beenan.extremely lengthy procedure.
Of·further interest was the plaque on the adjoining
wall to Harold Knight, Captain, .Scots Guards, adopted
son of Jean Hamilton, who died of wounds in Libya,
17 June 1941 aged 24.
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~U[,lL LEITERS FROM SUVLA BAY
continued from No. 54 1 ~aB~ 16

Trenches in Turkey

18 Sept ·1915

~~ny thanks for your two letters received this
afternoon. One of them was dated 30 Aug in which you
say you have just received a' letter of mdne of 15 Aug.

It seems that we are to be here for some little
\;hile, $0 I wonder if you 'loJould send me a few things
out, as:undermentioned. I don't mean, of course, all
at once but a series of small parcels. Some of the
~ost useful things 1 can think of at present are,
cigaret~es, chocolate, soup squares, oxo cubes (and
variousilittle things such as the last I have just
mentioned) matches, woollen gloves (the nights are now
rather cold and will probably be considerably more so
before long I ':.hinlt). You see, we are able to get
nothing at all out here. Although we had arranged ~'1:.th

Harrods to supply the officers with a certain amount of
things, they have failed us badly and, in consequence,
\.,Te have to live entirely, or almost entirely, on the
food issued to us. This consists of tins of corned beef,
biscuit~, the same shape, size and hardness of dog
biscuits, salt bacon, tea and sugar and onions. These
are regular issues, and we occasionally get bread, eggs
rice and flour. I am not doing a huge .ltg-rouse", as it
may seem, but simply letting you have 'an idea of how we
feed. I think, if the ~ter supply was better, we
should find things much Basier altogether. Such things
as small cakes would be most acceptable, }~~kintosh's

toffee ~ould also be one of the things I should most
a~preci~te and I believe parcels would" travel better
if selvn'"in linen. The linen would also be useful as
dishcloths. Am well off for ,~iting paper at present,
but \Jlill let you know in time if I am getting short~

Should be glad if you would let me have cigarettes,
chocolate and toffee among the first things you send •

. Have no" doubt Auntie Susie would send something if
you let:her know as I had a letter from her today
saying she would like to send somethin~~ Will you
pl'ease ~hank her for her letter and say I will lvrite
as soon as I ,can.
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Am glad you ~ave heard from Mrs Ho,~rd, he was
taken rather ill not long after we landed at Suvla Bay
and has probably returned to England by now.

Am' feelipg'--quite fit and in excellent spirits, hope
you are all as well. }o/ best love to you both and to
baby, bless him.

P.S. Have discovered that env~elopes 'vould not be at· all
out of place as there are o~ly a few left. Can you let
me have a woollen cap of some sort?

(Up until"now the writer of these letters seems
to have giv~en hi~ parents very few details of the
actual conditions under. which he had been living for the
previous week or two. In the following letter, however,
he evidently felt impelled to describe ,~hat some aspects
of life in those. trenches vle·re ac tually like)

Trenches in Turkey
26 Sept 1915

Very many thanl<s .for your last budget of letters - 3
'vhich I received yes terday. Am gla 1 you have a t las t
had a letter written sinc.e \'le landed. By nO\<1, of
course, I hopeyou will have qad several, and 'that you
have been able to form some idea of our surroundings
and the life out here. .

So far I do not think I have' told you just what
things are really like in ·these trenches. For one
thing, I did not think ~hat some of the deta.ils might
be at all cheering, and for another, I was at a loss.
as to h!)\v to get this letter through to you •. This
time, ho\vever, .J. am going 'to tell you what has been
happening and I leave it to' your discretion as to whom
you show this letter.

At the present time ~hings are very much better,
in every way, to what ; they were up to a short time
ago, and I think they \"il1 be better still in the
future.

12·



\'1e arrived at Lemnos (}ludros. Harbour) on
a Friday and stayed there until Sunday morning. At
5 a.m. two destroyers came up on either side of the
Royal George our transport ship" to take us to the
actual landing place on the Gallipoli Peninsula. We
embarked at 6 o'clock, 500 odd on each destroyer, and
immediately started off on our last little joUrney by
sea. As we neared the land, passing close by the isla~d

of Imbr(os, "Je vlere able to see the famou~ hill of Achi
Deba and could hear the gun reports - great conster­
nation.

We reach Suvla Bay at about midday and were taken
ashore i·rom the destroyer in small boats. \fuen ~'le had
all landed, we were moved inland for a few hundred
yards, and left our packs and superfluous kit in a heap
in a srnall gully. About 5 o'clocl~ that evening "le
moved off further inland along a very dusty track
towards the firing line. During that afternoon and
'\1hile "re vle're on our '\'7ey, 'a prett)' liv¢lY.·-battle 'vas
tal'~ing place and 've met the '<lounded coming baclc - some
200 or more in all sorts of conditions.

Then, as it got dark, we left the track and moved
about rather aimlessly - in close formation - all that
night, stopping in about three or four positions for
about half an hour and reconnoitering. Then, just
before daylight, we got into a place just behind the
firing line, where we dug ourselves in and got under
cover before daylight.

The next morning "A" Company move off to the firing
line. We were in one long line with the platoons in the
order as numbered, and.crossed several of the little
gullies and eventually stopped in one of them. We were
not facing the enemy at all and they were firing at us
(as they could no doubt see us plainly) from our righ~~

Our lJhole position, of course, '-las absolutely ,rrong, as
\Ve realised very soon, and as were not ,yet accustomed
to the methods of hiding ourselves, we were standing or
crouching \vhere we must have been seen pretty plainly,
for it \Vas half ''lay dO'\V11 one of these gullies ,\There the
first man, a Lance Corporal in my platoon 'vas ''1ounded,
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a .few yards beh~nd me. We go~ him under .cover tehind
a bush and 1 sent a man for ~ stretcher bearers, and
'this man, as' he' was coming back was himself ,.;rounded at
the moment when he.was standing next to me, reporting
that the stretcher bearers were on the way. This man
I carried back to the top of the gully as 'ole had ..',only.
one stretcher and I was afraid the enemy might advance
still further and we should be forced to leaye the
wounded. It was only about 50 yards, but it was in the
open and uphill. So'on after that the Essex came up to
relieve us and we straggled back to the rest of the
battalion, minus a good many thing~, including our
first feelings of funk~

Then for the next few days the battali9n stayed
where it was and then moved one night - we always move
under cover of darkness - and took up our positions on
the range of hills called Ki~etch Tepe, 'facing do,m
tpe gullies and towards the· enemy lines. We were there
for some time and the day before we moved again ~jor

Henson, my company commander~ met l-.is death from a
shrapnel shell. That was the Sunday after we had
landed. After··that place,"ve ''1ere moved back, 4
battali'ons of.. us,.' to a "rest camp" on the northern
slopes of that range of· hills. marl~e40n the maps such
as they publish in the newspapers as' l<a:rak.el Dagh,
that is to say" the :t;sllge,:;" :of' hills "imme~ia'tely north
of the Sal t Lake·. A few days la ter ~'le moved from there
right across. Salt Lake, whi~h. is now a .d~y plain, to
Lala Baba. We were.marching - no, not marching, but
stumbling _. from midnight to daybreak along the sand
of the seashore, and a more exhausting march and worse
conditions I hope I never experience again. We rested
about every hour and the men simply ~ank do,vn a~d went
to sleep just where' they stopped from sheer fatigue.
We stayed a day at Lala Baba and moved inland again
next night to take over some trenches fro~ the Welsh
division, out in the plain. between Salt Lake and
Chocolate Hill. There 've stayed cife,v days and did
get shell~d pretty regularly. Then we moved S.W. and
took up a position just behind the firing-'line in a
small gully in the hill knovffi as Aghul Dere. We are
now slightly N.W. of that position and about.a mile

14



directly 8.\'1. of Chocolate Hill. '-Ie have our camp in a
small gully as usual and every fe'-l days or so go to ·the
trenches on Hill 60, the crest of 'tvhich is held :'by the
enemy. There are two places in the front line of those
trenches l'Jhich are very near the enemy. Otle is approx-:­
ima tely 50 yards and the other 25. vIe can hear them
talking and digging at night. Nearly all the firing
takes place at night and "le thro\v bombs into one
another's trenches at the nearest points.

Interval for lunch. We lunched quite royally today
and actually indulged in the luxury of an apology for a
jat!l roll. \·1hat is ,vas made goodness- on2.y 1<.no'-1s, but it
\,]ns splendid. By the ~vay, I seem to have lost all idea
of how to spell just lately, so please don't look at
the words too critically.

Well, to continue. We first went to these trenches
on Monday evening 6 September and we stayed in until
Tuesday morning. They had been captured from the Turks
a fortnight before and were in a very bad state. Just
before they were actually captured - by the Australians
and l!e\·j Zealanders - lJe bombarded the enemy heavily
and then our troops cheered. During the bombardment
the enemy must have suffered pretty heavy losses for
the dead were lying in and around the trenches in
heaps. A fortnigllt later, \-lhen "le first "lent up there,
~'le found these henps lying outside the trenc.hes and,
\'lhat "laS morehorrible many had been hurriedly put on
the parapets of the trenches and left half exposed. In
the herit they had reached most appalling stages of
decomposition. Even the very sight of them made one
feel-sick. In one particular spot, so many had been
killed that a p~rt of a trench, some 30 or 40 yards
long, was filled in with bodies 4 or 5 deep and
practically no attempt had been made to cover them up.
lIe just had to dig another trench round this one and a
more revolting job could scarcely be imagined. It
seems impossible that such things 'could happen, but
they do, and in this case there was no alternative.
Since then, however, the entire system of the teenches
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on Hill 60' have been improved almo'st beyond re·:og­
n1 tion, and only tha t place 'tvhere __ the trench ,vas
filled in, and in one other spot, is there any tr~ce

now (inside) the trenches of bodies.

This '-las something of the condi tions onder llhich
we lived here for about 10 ~r 12 days, and had 1 not
seen those things for myself, 'r could hardly have given
credit, to them. Now, can you 'tvonder that soldiers 'tvant
cigarettes? It is not for the sake of smoking these,
but in ord,er, so far as possible, to counteract the
revolting smells that prevailed, and still do in one or
t'tvO pla,ces, ,~n the whole networl~ of trenches. No, 't'le
smoke them in self defence. In spite of these surround
iugs, the men 'were really wonderfully cheerful and 'tyorked
at improving' the place splendidly. \'le go up to the
trenches for five days at a time now. Last Monday we
't'lent up at 7· in ,the morning, returning yesterday
(Saturday) at 7 a.m.'

They gave us a pretty hot shelling on Friday
afternoon, resulting in 15 of our men being ,~ounded.

Earlier in the day one of the Essex N.e.Os had been up
by the filled-in trench collecting the identity discs
of those of our troops who h~d been l(illed and "lho5e
bodies were still lying th~re. This particular spot
,vas qui te out in the open and he should not really
h~ve been there.' Anyho-.;v, just as I "las pas,sing the
end of this trench, I he'ard t't'lO shots, as though from
a machine gun, and dire~tly aftenvards, heard. the man
groaning and asking for help. Another officer and'
myself at once run out and dragged him in before he got
hi t again and I set 'about dressing his 'tvounds a~ ,jell
as I could as we had to keep' ourselves as low as
possible. Although "le fetched a stretcher, 't'le found
that, "lithout standing up, "le could not get him into
safety, and had to get a blanket and pull him out that
"-lay. lIe \V'as badly, hit and. al though"\-le "lere as care!~l

as possible, we could not ~elp giving him a pretty
rough time, poor f e llo,J. \']hen '-Ie at la s t go t him
safely into the 'trenches he "oJas in (l very eyJ1austed
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state and ~ have since heard tl1at he di'cd as the
stretcher bearers "lere tal~ing him to the dressing
station.

The same afternoon we had a good shelling,
resulting, as I said in more than a dozen casualties.
Five of these I dressed myself, helped to get 't,vo dO'tm
to headquarters in blankets and carried another on my
back, 'vhich I think is the best way in these narrow
trenches. There has been a small sequel to this as the
Colonel seemed pleased ''lith lvhat I had done \~hen he l'las
told about it.

We have not yet had anything arrive' from
Ale~candria, but I should think they are on their 'vay by
now. In the meantime the Officers have their food
cooked by the Mess Sergeant, and he does it remarkably
"lell. This arrangement ~ad only been adopted during the;
pnst week, and I wonder it has not been done long ago.
Am feeling very fit now and as long as I get anything
like decerit food and some variety, I a~ sure thereiwill
not be much the matter 'tlith me.

Well, I seem to have become quite elo~tient this
time, but I should hardly think it advisable to send
descriptions, such as I have given you of these
trenches, to all members of the family, but do just
as you think about that.

Hope this letter gets through safely to you. By
the \'lay, Horlicl<s mal ted mi lk tablets "Jould be very
~1elcorne if you could mnnage to send me sorne.

Very best love to you all three and all other
members of the family.

Your every affectionate son:
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HORSEMAN DECLINES TO BAG HORSEMANURE

Published by HMSO'on behalf of the Scottish Record'
Office, The First World War, price £3.50 compileq
by' Margaret Sanderson creates a u~ique picture of the
war years' through a variety of contemporary records,
both official and private. Letters, photographs,
cartoons and other memorabilia convey the whole spectrum
of attitudes towards the war - early patriotic enthus­
iasm, firs~~hand accounts of conditions in the trenches
conscientious objectors, wartime austerity and the
role of women - both the nurses behio.d the lines the
the war workers on the home front.

The documents speak for themselves, but an illumina­
ting commentary binds the book into a haunting
tribute to those who experienced the shattering effects
of the Great War.

Several 'items ~oncern Gallipoli including 'a map of the
camp at Cape Helles in December 1915, and the following
extract from the pages of the Field Hospital Book of
Lt. John Crawfo'rd, R.A.M.C. Dardanelles campaign.
His notes highlight the problems of a~mEdical 'officer
in the insanitary conditions of the camp:

"Two sea latrines near the lighthouse have been
removed bodily; Limber ( part of a gun-carriage)
for ¢,ollee~ing~':KitchenRefuse failed to turn up;
'X' B~a~h, rio parties turned up for cleaning;.
Dis~nfectfon, 90 blankets for C.C. Hospital put
through th~steam process; Nearly 500 h6rses "all
told, 300" of which have come up in last. week
from bea~h; Maj. Jones horseman declines to bag
horsemanure."
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SOME CASUALTY RETURNS

T. W. Broaks (1002)

The 6tQ Battalion Royal Dublin Fusi1iers, 30th Brigade,
lOth(Itish ) Division landed at Suv1a Bay on 7 August
1915, and went into action for the first time two days
later.; The battalion continued to serve until 11 November
1918. ,During these forty-months of active service, the
Battalion suffered some 357 fatal casualties, all ranks.
By theatre and action, the breakdown of the fatal
casualties are as follows:

i
Suvla Bay, August - September 1915
Kostorino Ridge, Serbia, Dec. 1915

I

Yenikoi;, Macedonia, October 1916
Palestine, December 1917
France ~ Flanders, October 1918
at home, at sea

40io
8io

20i.
2io

2870
2io

141
29
72
10
98

7

10070 357

Twenty-one 'per cent of the battalion'· s fatal casual ties
for the entire war were suffered during the batta1ipn's
first two days of combat, during the operations around
Chocolate Hill, on 9 and 10 August. On 15 and·~16· August
the battalion fought a significant action on the Kiretch
Tepe Sirt. These latter casualties, coupled with those
suffered on 9 and 10 August virtually destroyed the
battali?n as a fighting unit.

i

The bat·taLion embarked for Gallipoli wi th a strength of
952 all' ranks. During the two month period on the
peninsuia, the battalion received reinforcements of 365
all :ran~s. ':·Jhen the battalion left Gallipoli for Serbia
it had a strength of 490 all ranks.

In Henry Hanna' 5 book, -·The Pals at Suv1a Bay the
appendix lists the biography of the 315 original 'pals',
that is, the uriginal "0" Company of the 7th Royal Dublin
Fusiliers. Although my research is as of yet incomplete,
so far I haVe identified 75 individuals killed in~.the war
40 in G~llipoli, 21 in France ~ Flanders, 12 in the '
Balkans~ and one each in Mesopotamia and Palestine.
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BOOKS ON, THE GALLIPOLI CAMPAIGN

By Bob Wyatt

I have quite a good bibliography of the campaign,
including many of the memoirs and biographies, but
with~ut full details of the Indian and Australian/New
Zealand publications, and excluding the dozens of
French, Ge~an and Turkish works which there must be.

rhere were quite a few novels, those by Ernest
Raymond and A. P. Herbert being well-known - they were
both there. Boys books using the campaign as a
backcloth were ~lso common; F. S. Brereton's At Grips
with the Turk, 1916, is one of the b~8t. Recently, I
came across ano,ther, previously unknovm to me, Lads of
the Lothiarts with the Royal Scots in Galiipoli; by
Escott Lynn, 1920. It is dedicated to, Uthe Officers
non-commissioned Officers, and men of the 5th Battalion
of the Royal ,Scots"•. In the preface, the author claims
that his story deals wi th the ac t'ual doings of the
Queen's Edinburgh Rifles (killed in action or died of
wounds 266; wounded 745;, missing '70; total 1,081 _,
casualties), the '~only Territorial Battalion in 29th
Division". Lynn used Mure' s \e1i th the imcomparable
29th, and ~lure read the, story, adding "valuable
information about the doings of tIE Battalion"., Prior
to ~1ure,~taltitig connnand: of the Battalion, its C.O. was
Maj. D. C. McLagan DSO who was seriously wounded., and
he described to the author 'the events of the landings
and up until the time that Mure took over. Escott
Lynn ,~as not the ~ITite~'s,' real 11ame - he was C. G. H.
Lawrence, we;ll" known as a bulk supplier' of 'stories
for boys' magazines of the period. It takes 16 pages
to get to the landing and a spitited description 'of
the Dublin's, Munster's and 'Hampshire's on the River
Clyde follows, while the Essex and the Royal Scots
stood by on the Dongola. Excellent, and as far as I,
can judge, accur~te descriptions of events follow;
fiction, ,but,all seemingly based on, fact. Get a copy
you will enjoy it.
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I P~EME}1BER THE OLD H.El\1El\'1BRANCE +
By Captain W. E. Chapman, M.E.E.

In the memories of most seafaring men there is one ship
which always appears in retrospect as the happiest ship
in vmich they have served; a ,ship that carried them
through fair weather and foul, and always steered'clear
of most of the mishaps that may have beset others in
which they sailed. Such a vessel was the steamer
Remembrance, built in 1910 on the Wear by Robert
Thompson and Co., Ltd., and o\vned by Freear and Dix.
I joined as chief officer in February 1911. She had
completed her maiden voyage lasting eight months and
\'las lying in Rotterdam '-7hen Il-lent aboard with a
master's cert:'ficate I had' obtained the previous \\7eelt.
In April 1915 ',ve received orders to proceed to Mudros
Island, and on arrival there on the 20th joined up,rlth
troopships, transports, and units of the Fleet. After
thoroughly cleaning out all our tanks, even using
sponges to ensure that they were thoroughly cleansed,
we filled up with fresh water and three days later
sailed from Mudros, having in tow two water tank
l!ghters and two barges for lan~ing troops, together
uith armed crews from the R.N.D. Howe aboard, for
handling lighters and barges '\Then we reached our
destination.

We had a dirty passage to our appointed rende­
zvous off Cape Niger, Imbros Island, ,~here we anchored
at 9 a.m. on April 24. We remained there until 10 p.m.
\·.,hen, together '-lith t1tlO small tU,gs and a small· coastal
stearne.'r, the ill, wi th the Sellior l~aval Officer Lieut­
Ccndr. Cadogan aboard, our small squadron proceeded
towards a position of Gaba Tepe, where we arrived and
anchored about a mile offshire the follo,nng mornin~

before dawn. Under very heavy pombardment from Fleet
units assembled well offshore, the landing of troops
~]as proceeding and our forces mus t have soon es tab­
lished a base on the beaches, a~ at 8 a.m. we sent off
t\:lO loaded 'vater lighters, our job being to keep water
supplies going to the beaches.

Note: + Reproduced from;an article of the same name
in Sea Breezes January 1952 by kind
pe~ission of tne Editor.
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Throughout the day there was very heavy machine
gun and rifle firing from' the troops just landed, and
terrific bombardment from our heavy ships lying close
in shore, the Euryalus, S,rlftsure and,Majestic being
particularly noticeable. At times some heavy shells
from shore batteries were falling among the assembled
transports, and some ,vere sot far· off the mark. During
the night there ~vas intermittent rifle fire, 'but ,the
heavy guns were silent. At S.a.m. on April 26 heavy
gunfire commenced, and ~s,--our ship ~vas lying a distance
only a mile off shore the whole opera ti·~ of taking a
hill by our troops was plainly visible. Some artillery
,vas being safely landed, and about noon these gu~s

commenced blazing away. Other field guns were being
hauled up the hills into position, there being two
batteries as far as we ~ould see. This was • heavy
day, 'tvi th incessant firing and bombardment ... At dusk,
about·].30 p.m. we could see showers of shrapnel
falling on to our landing beach, but the landing of
troops and supplies must have been going very well
because our Senior Transport Officer was in good humour.

Op. April 27,at 4.30 ~.m. heavy shells started
falling all "aroun ~ us fr6m the shore, about 12 shells
falling in our vicinity, one·as near as about 40 yards
astern. At 10. a.m. we r~ceived a general' signal from
H.M.S. Queen to ,move further sea'vards as there '\vere
eight barges loaded with fi~ld artillery lying along­
side ~s~ At 3 p.m. three shells in rapid succession
nearly reached us, one falling a'~fe,v yards astern, one
over the bridge, and the third just off our starboard
bow. We were thankful there wasn't a fourth shot, as
the Turks had us well bracketed. The good luck of the
Remembrance was holding. ,During the day ships" life­
boars, barges, etc, were being brought out to us, and
we ,had, altogether, 40 shIps' boats, one small steamer,
four ~ighters and eight barges of fieid artillery
secured to the Remembrance.

Filling up fresh.:water lighters \vas continuously
being carried out. The routine of supplying the water
and. trusting that the heav:y shell's from the .shore \vould
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all register misses, and being sniped at from the shore,
l<.ept' ·us all aboard at full stretch. We could see that
the troops ashore were making progress up the face of
the hills. For further supplies of fresh "talater we had
on occasions to cast off our large "family" of small
craft, and proceed farther seawards 'to reple~ish our
tanks from the tanl<er Sunik. At 11 a.m. on May 3, we
~'lere in' close company \-li th the steamer Ennisbrook when
five shells dropped very close. We had a miraculous
excape, but one shell landed in the Ennisbrook's No.3
hold, sending up a cloud of coal dus:t. We moved farther
sea'vard after this and experienced 0,0 more shell-·fire.

On l'laY 4, at 6 a.m. we received l a signal from' H.M.S.
Queen ordering us to get farther off shore, and we lost
~

no time in obeying. The rest of ·the day was quiet~r.

On l\-lay 14, enemy submarines' wel:e reported as having been
detected off Gaba Tepe. All ships cleared out to safer
anchorage in Kephalo Bay, Imbros Island, but '~t 7 p.m.
we received orders to return to Gaba Tepe as water was
urgently wanted on shore. Arriving there at'8.40 p.m.
\Ve anchored very close inshore. After filling up water
lighters for the rest of the night, we left at 8.30a.m.
t·lay 15, to return to our anchor~.ge in Kephalo Bay, ,,,here
again at 7 p.m. we left fo~ the beaches to carry o~ with
filling up water lighters all night., This work we
c~rried on nightly until May 25, whi~h period up to
then had not been very startling beyond the anxious
times we had making the trips between Kephalo Bay and
the beaches"

At 10.45 a.m. \vhile lying off GC).ba Tepe, \ve
received a signal from II.lyl.S. CAnopus to heave up
anchor· and steam about, zig-zagging, as a submarine
had twice been detected in our vicinity. It had, in
fact, discharged one torpedo at H.M.S. Vengeance,
but luckily it missed. Only two transports were noW off
Gaba Tepe, the Dunluce Castle and the Remembrance,
three battleships, the observation balloon craft (which
was an ex-Bucknall Li~e ship) and a . few destroyers and
trawlers scoutine around. At 11.50 a.m. we received a
signal from the Canopus to proceed at once to Kephalo
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Bay, the other ships doing like\rlse. \Vhile steaming
at full speed for the bay, and keeping a sharp look-
out for submarines, I happened to glance in the direction
of H.M.S. 'Triumph which was then very close ,inshore,
when suddenly she was struck by torpedoes, a~parently

bet'tveen t\vO 'tunnels, a column of water shooting up to a
tremendous height; withing seconds the Triumph was
listing heavilt to port. It was an awful sight to see
her men running dOlVIl t~e sloping decl<s.

Luckily, a destroyer was soon on the scene to render
assist~nce, and, in addition, three trawlers made all
speed to the" rescu,e. Within tl'lO or three minutes
destroyers were rushing from all directions:t6 assist.
The Triumph was doomed, and lvithin eight minutes of
being struck she turned turtle, floating bottom up~

There were plenty of small craft now on the scene to
help the survivors in the water, but a number of fine
men., went down 'wi th the ship. \ve reached Pephalo Bay
at 1.40 p.m. and during the afternoon the survivors
were being brought in. ,We heard later that the death
roll of the Triumph was 150.

Tl1roughout ,the summer the Remembrance remained
running between Mudros, Kephalo Bay, Oaba Tepe (later
to be immortalised by the name of Anzac)', 'vi th an
occasional trip back to Malta for further coal and
supplies. After ,the landing at Suvla Bay lV'e were
busily engaged assisting H.M.S. Bacchus, a water
distilling ship,'with supp1i~s of fresh water for the
troops on shore. Whether it was under the lee of
Tenedos Island, where lve landed an aircraft \vhich "tole
had brought in crates from Malta, off the beaches of
Anzac .and Suv1a Bay, Kephalo' Bay and ~1udros, there
th~,Remembrance would be, carryin~ on her good \mrk.
In the late autumn her services \'lere no longer
required in the Dardenne11es area, and one day in
October 1915 we received 6rders to proceed to Malta
for orders. "

Note: The Remembrance while ser~ing as a Q ship was
sU:lk by U. 38 in the' Eas tern ~1edi terranean," 14
August 1916.
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AN EPISODE IN THE LIFE OF A GALLIPOLI VETERAN

By R.C. Chadwick ISO RN (416,

In 1939 I was recalled to t,he Services and had to report
to Northallerton, where on arrival I was billeted lin the
Northallerton Jail together with ,many other fo~er service­
men, two to a cell. I had as my~ce1l mate the Ban~' Leader,
George Melechreno, who when we had been sorted out was sent
to the Depot and later refo~ed his band. I was sent south
to Witchet on Salisbury Plain, and was later one of six
persons selected to take the officers training course
where I came top of the list. Later in the war I was a
Lieutenant in the SIB attached to 11th A~oured Division
in Montgomery's 21st Army Group, 8th Corps. After 'we crossed
the River O~e I was ,on night patrol and crossed the German
lines eventually returning with a German prisoner. The fol­
lowing day I was hauled in front ~f the whole Comp.any and
commended for this service.

GREETINGS FROM AN ANZAC

H. Irwin (AMB71) sends greetings from Bill Carroll, 21st
Battalion, Courtney's Post, and now aged 96, who runs
rings about all the 60 and 70 year .lds at the local old
folks home and still has vivid recollections of Gallipoli
and an endless store of anecdotes, one being reproduced
here.

'There was no let-up for us at Courtneys, and every
morning before dawn we had to "Stand to". Most times
nothing'unusual occurred, other than the odd bomb and
rifle shot. One morning, we were just a~out·to pack it
in when we heard from the d~rkness ,"Jesus Christ, don't
shoot, Jesus Christ". It's got to be one of our blokes
we said to each other as we prepared to fire a few
covering shots. Again he called out "Jesus Christ I'm
coming". The Turks came to life and began to pepper tIle
parapets. Suddenly out of the darkness, this body

". rolled over the top and dropped into the trench. We were
about to stick the bayonet into this Turk when he cried
again, "Jesus Christ, don't shoot me, I'm a Christian,
not Allah, not Allah". It seems he was an A~enian and
had decided to take his chances with the infidel rather
than his Turkish comrades. We gave him a feed and he was
sent down to the beach, happy. _. a free bird.'
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ELLIS SILAS _.

By Juli,e' R.usse~l (Austl:'allan War Hemorial.).., '

The Australian War Memorial's collection of ,paintings
contains three r,are work. depicting Australians 111
action at Gallipoll. The wor~ a~e rare because they
were painte~ by one .of 'only ,two artists who recorded,
on eanvaa and from firat-band experience', Australian
participation in this important ~ampalgD. Ellis S11as
painted the .,1It'Or~ and be va. the only artist to paint
the actual battle' experiences of Austral.ians on Galli- ,
poli. '

Ellis Luciano 'Silas was' born, in London in 1885, son
of Louis P. Silas, a flowe~paiDter and designer, and
the former Lolitia Paul, an opera singer. The young
Ellis was edueated at home by private tutors, then
trained in his'father'a studio and studied under the
well~knoWD artist· Walter Slekert. His Chief interest
became marine art.and·be had mainly painted' in English
coastal towns before be· sailed for Australia'in,1907.
He llved briefly 111 Sy~ey, Melbourne and Adelaide
befo~••ettl1na 1ft '.~tb ~D4, ••ttlDI up ••t~dlo.

At the ou'tbreak of war In 1~14 Silas ~as quick to join
the AU' and at the same time began keeping a daily

. diary. This diary -reveals a man of sensitivity, com­
passion, and some ,ecentrlcl~t and certainly a man far
from 8uited .to.army 11fe•. Despite extenslye training
he retained a strong sense: of individual1~ and.always
thought of .himself as an arti,t. Ha 'had aome trouble
enlisting, but be was determined and vas finally accep­
ted, though not for the medical corps as be bad hoped. .

This, alight, balding English artist must have.been an

+ Reproduced by kind permission of the Australian War
Memorial,. Canberra, from the Journal of the Australia~
War Memorial 1986,
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unusual figure among the West Australian bushmen in
the AIF. On one occasion, at drill, his attention
was so distracted by a particularly fine sunset, that
it took some tLme for h~ to realize'that the rest of
the men had marched off, leaving him, standing alo~e,

(Diary): He insisted on wearing his hat at an unu.ua1
angle until, on one parade, the adjutant yelled that
he looked like 'a ••• bandit'. Silas's comment was:
'I thought 1 looked nice, but indivu~~ity does not
find favour in the Army', (Diary). To his dismay ,he
was made a signaller, or "flag-wagger".

In November 1914 the battalion sailed on the Dimboola
to undertake further training in Melbourne. Despite
'beastly mal-de-mer', when the ship berthed in Ade­
laide and the men were allowed four hours' leave. ·
Silas rushed off to the art gallery to look at favour­
ite paintings and visit artist friends James Ashton
and his son Willie, later Sir John William As~ton,

(Diary).

The battalion left Melbourne on 22 December on the
Ceramic, bound for Egypt and stopping briefly at
Albany, Western Australia. As they sailed Silas
reflected on the seven happy years he had spent in
Australia, 'the land which has bee~ so much to me •••
which I leave now perhaps forever', (Diary).

Tbe Ceramic arrived in Alexandria on 1 February 19·15.
(Longmore 1929), 'and the battalion camped at Helio­
polis until it left for Lemnos on 11 April. During
two weeks of training there Silas, finding the colour
very good, executed many watercolours. The whereabouts
of these works is not known which is unfortunate as
they would be of great interest to the Memorial.

As the battalion was about to land on Gallipoli and
the men were impatient to be there Silas WTote:

'In the distance one can just discern the Darda­
nelles opening up - the thunder of guns is
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much clearer ~ the weather this morning is
beautiful; what will it be tonight? 'I.-wonder
which of the men around me has been chosen by
Death? I do not feel the least fear, only a
sincere hope that I may not fail at the criti­
cal ~ment·. (Diary).

It was 25 April a~d they went ashore at Anzac Cove
at 'about 4.00 p.m., under heavy fire. Silas consid-
ered it: '

'8 ~gnific~nt spectacle to see those thousands
of men'~shing' forward through this hail of death
as 'though it were some "big game - these chaps
don't seem to know what fear means - in Cairo I
was ashamed Qf them, now I am proud of them and
feel a pygmy beside them'. (Diary).

He ,was horrified by the $ight of the dead and wounded
littering the beach and wOndered if he would soon be
among 'them. 'The men climbed the heights as· darkness
fell and were positioned at Pope' s Hi'll. There was
great confusion, with men trying 'to dig in, being
wounded by enemy fire and being removed by stretcher
bearers.

One of 5,11as's paintings - Digging in at'Pope's Hill
or the end of the.great day - was based on this inc~­

dent. It is a sombre work~ showing a wounded soldier
attemptin~ to dig a shelter in the side of the steep
hill while surrounded by the dead· and wounded, and
scattered and broken equipment. Behind this figure
men 'are running up the hill towards the top where
shells are bursting ,against the twilight sky.

Silas managed--to locate his c~nding officer,
Captain Margolin, and was occupied all night" running
d_spatcbes between 'the position and Colonel' Pope's
headquarters. By daybreak the results of the night's
fighting were evident: dead and wounded everywhere and
the ceaseless cry of 'stretcher bearer'. And yet the
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birds were singing and a large bee was buzzing in
the undergrowth, a sight which made Silas weep •

. (Diary). Most of the signallers had become casual­
ties, and Silas worked on without rest for four days
until he finally collapsed and was sent from the
firing line.

On 2nd May the battalion fought at Bloody Angle and.
only 307 survivors saw the next dawn. (Longmore 1929).
There was an endless stream of wounded, many of whom
died while waiting for stretcher bearers. Silas
wrote 'seeing these fine stalwart men going up the
gully to reinforce and shortly returning, frightfully
maimed and covered with blood - I don't think I shall
ever be able to forget this: it's horrible, (Diary).
Another of his paintings Attack by the 4th Australian
Infantry Brigade at Bloody Angle, Anzac, depicts this
incident, showing a night scene with soldiers moving
up a steep gully rimmed with shell bursts. The fore­
ground is a dark hollow filled with the dim shapes of
the dead and wounded.

The battalion suffered further heavy casualties at
Quinn's Post on 9 May. Silas ran messages for Mar­
golin across the lead-swept plateau until finally
the 16th was forced to retire. In the official his­
tory C.E,W. Bean records how Margolin 'with a faith­
ful assistant, Signaller Silas, succeeded in getting
40 men of the 16th back to Quinn's' from no man's
land,' (Bean 1920).

At dawn on 10 May the roll was called, Silas noted:

'How heartbreaking it is - name after name is
called: the reply a deep silence which can be
felt ••• there are few of us left to answer to .
our names - just a thin line of weary, ashen-'
faced men, behind us a mass of silen forms,
once our comrades - there they have been for
some days, we have not had the time to bury
them.' (Diary).

31



These words very well describe' what is possibly his
most evocative work, The Toll-call.

By 17 May Silas was finally persuaded by tb6 medical'
officer to: leaveG~l1ipo1i ., for a few weeks' ~ He ~as

hospitalized in Heliopolis and later in England for
many months before he was sufficiently recovered to
return ·~to :JAudon. . He was ,discharged from the All in
August ·1916,~'mealcally unfit. His book Crusading at
Anzac based on his diary and sketchbook was published
at this time, (Ellis 1916).

t

He was. anxious- -to begin llJOrk on paintings based on
his war experiences while his meinory of them was
fresh. The first work he pro4uced during thls period
was a large oil (244 x 152 em) called Landing at Anzac.
It was· accepted by the .hanging coamittee of the Royal
Academy in 1917, but when Silas approached Australia
House, and· 'offered it for display, he was politely
refused. It is 'not known what became of this work.

In June 1918 ~ilas was interviewed by e.E.W. Bean,
the official. historian who was on leave from the
front. Bean suggested he paint a work of the digging
in at Pope's Hill on 25 April, and supplied him with
some pho tograpbs·. Digging in at Pope's Hi11! or the
end of the great day was soon completed and was shown
at an exhibition at the Royal British Colonial Society
of ~rtists.

Silas took great pains with his next work The roll­
£!!! even requesting' real Australian soldiers as
models 'wi th all the tragedy and grandeur of war wri t
large upon their faces' ••• not Italian models or down
at heel Englishmen dressed in Australian uniforms'.
It would not have been difficult to find Australian
models, as there were many Australian survivors of
the western·fron~·inLondQD at the time, awaiting
passage back', to Australia, like Silas himself. the
work was completed in a second, larger fo~ in Dec­
ember 1920, and was quickly. followed by Attack· by

32



the 4th Australian Infantry Brigade at Bloody Angle
in January 1921.

The quality of these works varies and they are quite
different stylistically from Silas's other works,
executed before and after his war service. The col­
our, mood and technique of the works suggests that he
painted them as an emotional release from what were
those most traumatic experiences, which still affected',
him at' that time. The three works were purchased by
the then Australian War Museum and, as Silas was anx­
ious to continue painting on the subject, he offered
more works for sale on his return to Australia.
There were differing opinions about his ability as
an artist, however, and these offers were refused.
Ellis Silas died in London in 1972 aged eighty-six.
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CLOTH UNIT SIGNS OF THE GREAT WAR

On the night of August 6th 1915, the 11th
(Northern) Division, one of Kitchener's first hundred
thousand, landed at Suvla Bay,; every member of the
Division being identi~ied by nrwly adopted battalion­
signs. One of those that land~d that first day was
Private C. H. Bilton of the 6th last Yorkshire Regiment.
Although he did not keep the badge he was issued with,
it did not fade from his memorY. This was the only
thing' that my. grandfather would tell me about Gallipoli
or the Western Front for that matter.

Fired by this one piece of information I have
slowly collected together many other snippets, ove~.
the years. For the last two years my search for new
informations has become mQre thorough. Having exhausted
the Regimental museums I turne4 to the Imperial War
Museum. Now I need to contact ;veterans to make any
further progress.

The badges of some of the units that served on
GallipoU are quite well recorded. Many units came
ashore with large reflective tin shapes on their backs
so that they would easily be.observed by the spotters.
But apart from the 11th D1v1.1on how many otherl came
ashore wearing a battalion sign? and how many of these
are still in existence today? .

Many units left a record of their badges, but mo=t
did not. The picture is further complicated by
Divisions being refitted after ~he Dardenelles campaign
and sent to other fronts. In some cases they stopped
wearing the badges or changed them. To give a couple
of examples: What sign 'did the Scottish Horse wear on
their topee? What signs were worn by the l62nd Brigade
and did they wear them in 1915 or were they adopted
afterwards? What signs were used by the 74th Division
apart from their divisional sign? These are just a few
of the unkowns. The large gaps in the records are
common to all fronts. Similarly, the gaps are not
confined to just the Infantry battalions. The level
of information on other types of units is thin in~eed.
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It is my intention to catalogue as completef
as the ravages of time will allow the badges worn by
the British soldier at Gallipoli, on the Western Front
and in all the other theatres of the Great War. The
task being made more difficult by the paucity of both
information and veterans.

Could I please ask any reader who has information
on the Cloth unit badges of the Great War to contact me.
I am especially keen to contact veterans of the period.

D. Bilton, 85 Grange Avenue, Earley, Reading, Ber~s,

RG6 IDL.

THE TURKISH TRENCH DOG

Night held me as 1 crawled and scrambled near
The Turkish Lines. Above, the mocking stars
Silvered the curving paTapet, and clear
Cloud-latticed'beams o'erflecked the land with bars;
I,'crouching, lay between
Tense-listening armies, peering through the night,
Twin-giants bound by tentacles unseen.
Here in dim-shadowed light

1 saw him, as a sudden movement turned
His eyes towards me, glowing eyes that burned
A moment ere his snuffling muzzle found
My trail; and then 8S serpents mesmerlse
He chained me with those unrelenting. eyes,
Tha·t muscle-sliding rhythm, knit and bound
In spare-limbed s~etry, those perfect jaws
And soft-approaching pitter-patter paws.
Nearer and nearer like a wolf he crept -
That moment had my swift revolver leapt -
But terror seized me, terror born 0'£ shame
Brought flooding revelation·. rFor he came
As one who offers comradeship deserved,
An open ally of the human race,
And sniffing at my prostrate fo~ unnerved
He licked my face:

Geoffrey Dearmer.
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Note: .
Ceoffrey Dea~er was a Lieutenant in the Army

Service Corps, serving both at Gallipoli and on'
the Somme, leaving the Army in 1920 ~th the rank of
Captain. He had two books published- - Poems by
Heinemann" 1918, and The Days Delight by Hurray 1923.
The Turkish ,Trench Dog is reproduced from An Anthology
of War Poems published by. Collins 1930. In 1939 he
moved from the Religious Broadcasting Department to
Become a'producer in Children's Hour, a post he held
until 1959. qn h~s retirement he was referred to as
a ··'loyal and devoted colleague, a witty and urbane
companion, and an exceptional and delightful person-

I
ality.

I am most grateful to the BBC for providing
information and also to Mrs Anne Powell of'Palladour
Books. Mrs Powell produces an excellent and informed
catalogue of books relating to the lit~rature and
poe~ry of the First World War. This may be obtained
from Greenlands, Foot's Hill, Cann t Nr. Shaftesbury,
Dorset, SP7.0BW.

Editor.

COOKSEY, J.' PALS: mE 13TH AND ,14TH BATTALIONS
YORK &. LANCASTER REGIMENT. BaTUsley Chronicle, 1986.
288 pages, 270 lllustrations, 15 maps, 4 diagrams,
£9.95. (Available for Ll1.90 including post from
.Barns1ey Chronicle, 47 Church Street, Barnsley, South
Yorkshire 570 lAS).

A superbly documented history of the 2,000 men who
were formed into two battalions, the Barnsley Pals,
and ~o served first in Egypt and then on the Western
Front. A great deal 1. devoted to the attach on Serre
CD the morning of 1 July 1916. .Includes nominal rolls,
casual~ and medal lists. Excellent value, save for
its size, at 12 inches by 10 means it is the odd man
out amongst the other reg~ental histories on the book­
shelf even 'if- it fits.

36



DESPERATE ENCOUNTERS R.M. MAXWELL e Pentland Press,
Edinburgh, 1986, 264 pages, 9 illustrations, 24 maps
plus end-paper maps, £12.00.

In 1858 the Hazara Goorkha Regiment of the Punjab
Frontier Force was raised in Abbottabad, a direct
response to the need for a permanent garrison to keep
watch on a religous sect, the Hindustani Fanatics.
From these beginnings on the North-West Frontier the
Regiment became the 5th Royal Gurkha Rifles (Frontier
Force), and was to serve in Mesopotamia, Gallipoli,
Iraq, Syria, Italy, Burma, Siam and Java.

Some 47 pages of the book are devoted to the service
of the 1/5th Gurkha Rifles at Gallipoli where they ar­
rived on 3 June 1915. They took up positions near
Gully Beach, and within 24 hours were in action as they
endeavoured to capture a communication trench to the
south of Fusilier Bluff. In this engagement 33 officers
and men were killed and 96 wounded. Naik (Corporal)
Dhansing Gurung had the unfortunate experience of being
captured twice by the Turks, but escaped on both occas­
ions. The second by swimming south to the British lines
despite being shot at.

During the attack on the Sari Bari ridge, 6 and 7 August,
the l/Sth Gurkha Rifles was part of the left assault
column which attacked Hill Q, by the southern fork of
the Aghyl Dere. They were again in action during the
great attack on 21 August. This time in company with
the 1/6th Gurkha Rifles and the Connaught Rangers, they
attacked the strongly defended southern flanks of Hill 60.
Among the officers involved that day was Captain Molloy
who brought forward a reserve double-company at a crucial
moment of the attack, an action for which he was awarded
the D50, though only rather bel~tedly in 1920 •

.- -- ---__ _0_.. _- __ .. .. ..__ . __ __ ._ , __ '. ._. .._ . .._. _

It is a pity that the bo'ok lacks an index, whilst some
of the illustrations are rather poorly produced.
Although well endowed with maps, many of these could
h~y~...__be~n drawn more c~early. Having said t~~s, _~£1.e. book
is warmly recommended to members who wish to read of
these soldiers of the high Himalayas and their British
officers, who together uncomplainingly endured 'hunger,
and thirst and wounds; and at the last, your unwavering
lines disappear into the smoke and wrath of battle.
Bravest of the brave, most generous of the generous'.
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THE NORFOLK YEOMANRy IN PEACE' AND WAR. JEREMY BASTIN.
Iceni Press, Fakenham, 1986. 309 pages, 9 illustrations,
14 maps, £8.95.

It was in 1782 that most 'distinguished soldier, George,
Viscount Townshend of Raynham 1n the County of Norfolk,
raised the Norfolk Rangers, fore'runner of the Norfolk'
Yeomanry. Their service in two ~rld wars included action
in Gallipoll'and Palestine, 4u~ing. the retreat to Dunkirk,
in the Western Desert including Jl Alamein and the: pursuit
to' Tunis, Italy, the D-Day landiUgs, and culminated with
their entry into Hamburg in ~Y 1945.

A chapter 1s devoted to ,Gal1ipoli which the Yeomanry
reached on bo~rd the'S8 Olympic,'sister ship to the
Titanic in Octobe.r 1915.' They took up positions near
Hill 60, taking~ turns on a five day rota with' the ~th Bn.
Norfolk Reg~ent, which had been ,in Gallipoli since August.
There is a graphic description o~ the great November sto~
and the freezing. wea~er which followed, and eventuallly'
the evacuation in late December. ~ieutenant Sir John
Ramsden Bt, A Squadron, recorcUng that they were taken off
the beaches out to HMS !!.t!" whe~e they we-re' livenl

•a most glor'ious feed on c~ld ,beef bravo and bread
and butter, attdcoffee. 'I 8h~11 never forget that
bread and' butter. ,I have never' tasted· any'thing so
delicious, I co~ld talk about it for bours.'

The Norfolk Yeoman~ suffered few'battle casualties during
their stay on the Peninsula, six killed and 20 wounded,
but no less than 244, out!of a str~gth on landing of 'S04~

were evacuated sick. I

I would have preferred a few phot~graphs of some of the
participants ·mentioned rather than ,those of the rather
~nonymous artillery pieces shown. i This however 1s • small
grumble about an excellent history'of one of our less well
known Regiments, Which 1s well produced, aDd by today'~

standards very good value for money.
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THE LONG MARCH. JACK HORSFALL. Lancashire Library,
Burnley, 1986. 218 pages, 42 illustrations,S maps,
£9.95. (Available for £11.85 including post from
District Librarian, District Central Library, Grimshaw
Street, Burnley, BBII 2BD).

This is the story of the Devils Own, B/210 Burnley
Battery, Royal Field Artillery, 1914-1919, part of the
1st East Lancashire Division, later the 42nd (East
Lancashire) Division. The Battery sailed on board the
S.S. Arcadian on 10 September 1914 for Egypt where they
were to remain for the next seven months. From there
the S.S. Manitou transported them in early May, tirst
to Mudros, and then to WBeach. The Battery. was com­
prised of four 15 pdr guns, wagons, limbers, 88 horses,
20 mules and 150 officers and men. In the middle of
unloading and with two guns and most of the mules and
horses ashore their orders were countermanded. With
some difficulty on the following day the horses were
returned to the ship which then sailed back to Egypt
carrying half the Battery. Those ashore soon took up
positions near to Pink Fa~, and they were not reuni~ed

until the rest arrived from Egypt in late September.
For the newcomers who had looked forward so much to
joining their friends in action the sights and smells
of the battlefield were completely unexpected. One was
heard ~aying to his friend 'Bloody hell: Teddy, 1 think
we should have stayed on the Canal'~ There are details
of the great November storm, but even during this the
Battery was in action. On the 22nd it broke up an
attack just forward of the Krithia Nullah fork by
firing 312 rounds in little more than 20 minut~s. A
marvellous feat of gunnery in the atrocious conditions,
with men, guns and shells running in water, the Gunners
stripped of their jackets despite the cold. The Burnley
battery was to remain on Gallipoli until the very end,
leaving in the early hours of 9 January. for Egypt.
Eventually they reached the Western Front where they
served with further distinction, not returning heme
until April 1919.

This book has much to commend it, and the author, whose
father served with the batt~ry, is to be congratulated.
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