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AWARDID LIFE MEMBERSHIP

250 H V L TUBBS

423 S A HALL

CHANGE OF ADDRESS

18 Lt-e.l. C C TODD lfJ
P.li8.ll Heue., lAM.. Read, Cuckfi eld, SUI.ex,
RH17 5EU.

22 Tae Rev. F C MORrON
3426 36 Ave.W., Seattle, WS8A1agt•• 98199, U.S.A.

329 WG WHEABLE AMI.at T Aa.ec IRSE
Glyaa C.urt, Fryer. C.urt Read, Ferdiagbridge,
Hampsll1re, SP6 IR:I.

405 D Y CUNNIlIiHAM
1 Wisaart Gardens, St.Andrews, Fife, ScetlaOO.

0006 E C COLEMAN
Please delete CPO and replace wita Lt.,RN.

AMB19 B A HOBBS
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Vineyard, Bwlell-y-Plain, Hey.pe, Knicat.n,
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OBITUARY (at 2200 October, 1986)

With deep regret the tolltwipg ne!' are recorded ,

89 CG1.C W ROGERS, 9th Royal Warwieks .Rect ., 13 Div •
512 C MACINTOSH, OBE, BA, Lt..,9th Royal Warwieks.Rect.13 D1'
515 C A MEAGER, TEM, Rfmn, 1/8 Hants.(I ••r Wicht), 54 Div.
584 Capt.W P LINES, Ment.D1sp.,6th Royal Welsh Fus.,53 Div.
790 A J CLUTTERBUCK, DCM,MM, 7 Glosters.
830 H B COX, 7 Gloaters attd.ANZAC.
855 Lt-Col,Sir JOSEPH. NAPIER,Bt. ,OBE., 2/Lt .4th So.Wales

Borderere, 13 Div.

AM643
!M837
AM861

RESIGNATIONS.

Major C E ESCOTT.
Brlcadier the Hon. H E C WILLOUGHBY.
D P HOLYOAK.

Lleut.nant-Colonel Sir Joseph Napier,Bt"OBE.

Sir Joseph Napier (855) who died in October 8ied 91 served
with the 4th South Wales Borderere of the 13th Division at
Gallipeli. H. served as a Second Lieutenant at Cape RelIes in
July 1915 and thereafter at Anzac.

He succeeded to the baronetcy on the 13th Aucust, 1915
when hie tether, Major Sir William Lennox Napier, was killed
when commandinc a company of the 4th South Wales Borderers,
Sir Joseph vas himself wounded shortly- afterwards and evacuated
from the Peninsula, He later returned to the 13th Division
and served in Mesopotamia where he Buffered two further wounds
and was captured by the Turks in the early 8UJIIDer of 1917,

The title was created in 1867 for Sir Joseph Napier, then
Lord Chanceller of Ireland am a descendant of the famous
historian of We11ineton I 8 campaicDS.
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Sir Josepa was educated at Rueby and Jesus College,
Cambridge, and was re-employed in the Second World War
88 8 lieutenant-Colonel, Assistant Quartermaster-General,
Movement, on the Heedquarters Stafr of Ea.stern Command
and in Italy. He wss associated w1th his namesake "Dome"
Napier, the mathematical ienius lariely responsible for
the highly successful Ultra 'operations. He was appointed
aBE in 1944.

He acted as a Gold Steff Officer at the coronations
of 1937 and 1953 and at the time of his death was 8.

dist1D&uished director of Philips industries and other
public companies. Sir Joseph became a Vice President of
the Gallipeli Association at the beeinniDi of 1985.

The photograph opposite shows the President and
the late Sir Joseph Napier at the Imperial War Museum
in 1985. (By kind permission of the Trustees of the
Imperial War Museum, London.)
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The President & the late Sir Joseph Napier in 1985



IDITORIAL

The first er the Asseelation's autumn luneheens has
new passed and all who where present &Creed that 1t hai
been a creat sucoess, not least because or the presence
or ladie8 tor tlle first time in the history .r the Ass­
.eiation. We were honoured t. have Mr .Michael Heseltine
M.P., P.C., &8 our CUest or Iloneur and a precis .r his
talk is printed in this _1tl.n .r The GalllJ)!llan tor
the benefit or those lIellbers vb. vere unable to attend.

Jude1nc in the Edcar Banner Memorial Essay Coapet1tien
has now been cOllpleted. The judges were unaniaeus in
deciding that Done .r this year' 8 entries were .r 8 suff­
icientl,. bleh standard. to justify the presentatien .r a
prize. This is d18appeintinc but ve should be justified
in expeetinc 8 better perrera8nce next year.

Seme members have expressed concern in recent yesrs
that there has been no new membership list ter 8e.e tiae.
The editer is delichted to be able to announce that,
thanks to the kind .ttices of Mr.Neraan Pellitt (AM946) ,
the aellbership list is to be cQmputerised at II1ni.al cost
to Association rums. This may Jlean that computer print­
outs or the list will be available to memeers for a lIodest
SWI early in the new year. Watch this space tor further
details.

There are 80me ve~ interesting - and even important
- articles which will appear in this journal over the
colliDi year. Nevertheless, tile edit.r is anxious to en­
cour8.C8 lIore in-house eentr1butions, especially rre..
Associate Me.bere. If YOU have a special interest in the'
Galllpell caapaicn, vltetaer it i8 a tallily connection er
the eapl.,..ent of 'Beetles' or whatever, we would like
to hear rre. you.

The Editor i8 joined by all members er the cellJRittee
in wi8hins beta .embers and 88seci8te members a merry
Christmas and a happy and prosperoue new year. .

MEO.
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BOTH CLASSES OP MEMBERS ARE REMINDID THAT SUBSCRIPrIORS
FOR 1987 ARE DUE IN J ANUARI NEXT. OmCERS OF THE ASSOCIATION
HAVE BEEN PUT TO SOME CONSIDERABLE TROUBLE _ORR THE LAST
TWO YEARS IN CHASIR2 DEFAULTERS. IT IS IN EVERYBODY'S INTEREST
THAT THIS IS AVOIDED. SUBSCRIPrIONS SHOULD BE SEM TO THE HOR.
TREASURER, MR.D.F•BLAND , AT TORVIF}l, 4 RIDGFAlAY CLOSE, DORKING,
SURREY, RH4 3JS.

THE AUl'UMN' LU}(}HEQN

Tlle Autumn Luncheon en Tuesday, 3ot. Septeaber at tae
RAF Club, Piccadi1l7, 88\1' tae intred\lctlen .r two innevatieD8.
One vas the chance from a dinner t. a luncheen, the .ther was
the extendlnc of invitations t. lady cuesta and te tae newly
appointed lady sss.elate members. The decisien t. 8etabllsa
tats precedent was taken, y.u vill recall, at the last MlM.
I all plessei t. report taat the new arrancellents vent very
s••otaly, b.th the President and the Claairman extendlnc a VarII

creatine t. the seven ladies present. Unfortunately, Mrs.
Banner vss unable to attend and sent her apelecies via Lt.
Col.Hancock.

The hiCh11cht .r tile lunch. vas a talk by the RiC.t Hen­
eurable Michael Heseltine MP. Mr .Heseltine eave an interestinc
account .r a.me .r his experiences at the Ministry .r Defence J

stresslnc the ureency .r llaintaininc 8 strenc defe·nce if we
are t. continue to enjoy another 40 years .r peace. He peinted
out that our past eneales were nov tully committed t. IArO and
this IlUst surely eive us hepe rer the future. He taen kiDily
invite. questions fro. the members ani spent a rurtaer 15
Jlinutes answerinc queries raneinc from the Falkland War t.
National Censcriptlon. Arter a vete of taanks by Captain
F8i8D, tae lIembers dispersed to the bar for a final drink
ber.re 88Y1nc tllelr farewells.

Unfortunately, Mr .Dixen was unable to make tae journey
t. Loniou due t._1~1-.ea1t. and c.uld net therefere Cive his
talk about his,·..first .ani experiences at the Dardanelles,
where he vas encaced in 1I1nelayinc vith the ReT&! Navy. We
all 8end lUll our coed wi••as ani hope he vill soon be well
&lain. We leok r.rward to hearinc his reminiscences at sell8
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:tu.ture iate.
The fact that o~ 33 people attended this luncheen

was a considerable disappeintllent and it veuli appear
that .oldine this function II1d-day is not tile answer t.
our problems.

Neraan Pell1tt, AWJ46

Dear Hr.Willlaas.n

I am celllllamed by Tae Qu.een te tlaank yeu rer
yeur letter .r 20th Noveaber and tor the beeklet
"The Disappearance or The Kine' 8 Cellpany (Sanirinch8ll)
in Gallipelln. Her Majesty 18 very' teuehefi that yo,u
sheuld send aer tale 8cceunt er that caapalen aDi .r
the part played in it by the Sandrlnchall C••p&n1'. Slae
18 l.okinc rerwaN t. reH.1nc it and vill preserYe it
in the Library at Sandrinchaa House.

Yours sincere17

W.Heeelt1ne.
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D.M.O .Al«lORA (MINElAYER)
by Leai!. Se8118n F.G .Dixen (737).

H.M.S.!Dcera was a specially equipped ship fitted wita
4 set. er rail tracks, 2 sets en the Portslde and 2 sets
Starbeard, belew the upper deck. The stern .r the sll1p va.
cut away te allev the aines t. drep into th.e sea.

Electric winches pulled the mines alene the tracks aa
require« aId 300 mines were carried en the tracks.

Objectives
The German warships GOEBEN aDd BRESLAU which had evaded

eur patrols in the Mediterranean Sea at the .utbreak .r war
in Aucust 1914. They were all.wed to enter the Dard!Q1811es
by the Turks and anchcarEKi err the capital C.nstantinctple
(new Istanbul). War was cieclareQ ~n Turkey in Oct.ber 1914.
British Army and Naval units &SS8l1blecl at Mudr.s and naval
bembarillsnts were c...encefi and lIaintained until the lan4incs
on tlle 25th April, 1915. H.M.S.Angora was despatched t. Mudres
tor Jrlninc eperatl.ns in case the GOEBEN and BRESLAU ventured
_own the Dardanelles t. attack eur rorces.

MineI
The mines consisted .r an iren sphere about 24" in di8ll­

eter and packed wit. wet cuncott.n. The mine sat upen a
heavy ir.n dustbin shaped object, with four bOley wheels
which ran on the tracks. This was a sinker which contained
a drwa or lIeerine wire, the end ef which was shackled to tlle
base .r the mine. There was a brake on the drwa ani tlrls was
cennectei by a chain to a aeavy weicht vllich AUI1i on a kook
outside the sinker. This chain was adjustable in lencta and
the lenath determined the ciist&Dce ,.r the aine belCJw the
surface .r the 8ea.

Mine lay-inc in enemy waters vas clone at Diiltt, with the
depth .r vater and 4itfereDOes in tide hav1nc te be kD.4NU.
A •••nless niCht was also essential. There 1s little tielal
4irrerence in the Mediterranean Sea. The aiDeS were prepared
fer layinc by- tittlne a platel in tile top .r the aine. This
piatel c.ntained a sprine .perated striker. A pr1minc caarC8
of dry cuncetten with a r.lJIinate .r aercury det.nat.r vas
attached t. this plstel. Tile pistol vas inserted into the
aine aDd belted down, 118kine the mine vaterticht and beinc
eperated by a Jlydrestatlc yalve. An inn red about 3 teet
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lena titted under this valve and prevented it beine pressed
aOlle by water pressure. When the rod was struck by a pass1Di
vessel it turned and all.wed the valve to i Q in, which in
turn cempressed the sprinc to eperate the striker and so fire
the priming charl8 which det.nated the Main charla.

La;ring Mines.
On arrival at the pesiti.n .r the new Jlinetielcl the ship

turns round and llinine COJlDl8nCeS at 81." speed en tae return
journey. The !lines were laid by st.p watch and ace.:rd.ine te
a pattern which was cllarted en tae br1aie .r the ship. A bell
vas rune en the minine deck and that vas the siena! f.r the
first nne t. be laid. The lIi·ne slid aleD& the rail and fell
ever the stern into the sea. Tae plWlIlet weicht WGuld fall .rr
its hook int. tlle sea and iJlJlediately sank, thus pullinc .rr
the brake en tile 1I••rine wire drwa. The lline, beinc buoyant,
remained en the surface and the sinker filled with vater and
cradually submersed. The wire was beiDi payed (Jut as the brake
was OFF ·and tt;8 !!.i.ne remained en the surface until the plllJlJlet
hit the sea beli when the chain slackened and .Q! vent tile brake.
No more aeorine wire was then released, the sinker was still
I_inc clown and it pulled the lIine below the surface, tG the
88J18 distance as the lencth .r the chain. The mine depth.s were
.r ceurse calculated by the Navicatinc Officers accQrdinc t.
circUlIstanc8s.

The GOEBEN and BRESLAU tried t. break eut in 1918 and both
struck mines, the BRESLAU sank and the GOEBEN vas i8ll8.lsd and
beaclled.

MONUMENT FUND SET UP FOR WAR HERO
(by courtesy of Post Newspapers.

This article .rlclnal~ appeared in the Seuta Types14e
. rost and was sent in by J •Heldcroft (AM937). Mellbers

may think that a c.ntributien to th.e appeal VGuld be
a just and tittiD& aeans .r ensurine that Jehn Kirk­
patrick's ieeds continue t. be celebrated).

Tynes1cie war .ere, Jehn Simpson Kirkpatrick, may after all
haTe a ••nwaent iedicated to Aim.

Fer an appeal has been launcaed t. raise money fer Ii stat.e
or hill t. be put u.p in Seuth Shields.
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The trust t. aonour the ....17 or Kirkpatrick is beine
heMM bY' B.rthUJlbria T.urist B.ard President, Mrs.Jennirer
Rebins.n.

The i.ea vas that .r S.uth Shields C.uncill.r, Mrs.
Glady's Hobson, who v.uld like t. see a fIIll-sise statue
in tlle t.wn.

She us, alreadY' received plodses .r sllpport rr.. hs­
tralian veterans.

There is alreadY' a aonument to Kirkpatrick whca was sh.t
dead after carryinc i.sens or wunded Australian scaldiers
to saretY' .urinc the First W.rl.. War, in Melbourne ,Australia.

~od;y int.rested in c.ntributinc to the appeal can
contact C.un. Mrs.Hobson throueh South SlUelds T.wn Hall.

Mike Irvin (AMS?l) in front or the Melbourne Shrine
vith the statue .r Slapson and his donkeY'.
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Mellbars may haVe been c.ncerned by 1tell (d) under
Any other Business which appeared en Pace 4 .r the minutes
.r the AGM sent out with GalliJ?91ian Ne. 51. Certain facts
vere not available t. the Asseclatien relari1ne the tate .r
the Liddle Archive: at the time er the KiM and, in order tc»
clarify the situation and hopefully allay concern, these
facts ought to be broUiht te the attentien .r lIembers.

1.) There. is· NO intention t. sell the archive fer Mr.
Liddle's pers~na1 b;netit, nor has there ever been.

2.) AtteJlpts are beiDi made t. rehouse the Archive in
this country in erder te evercome preblems presented by flre­
risk, overerowdinc and under-financ1nc.

J.) It 1s ••peel to entrust the Archive to the library .r
a British University with a librarian deputed to care fer it.

4.) The press reports which cave rise to tae question
at the JGM were ill-inferaM. An appreach fro. an institutlen
in the Un!ted States llight have been consiciered. &s a lIeans .r
r.rci~ the hand .r the British G.v8rDlllent, which appears t.
be indifferent t. the rate .r a reaarkable and sincular1y
impertant archive about Gur past.

5.) In a letter te tae Chairman Mr.Liddle aas stated
cateierically that the enly selutien t. tile preble. .r hous­
ing the archive weu.la have been to relaouse it in this ceuntry.

It is t. be hoped that this inrormatien will set every­
bedy' s !linda at rest and reassure those .embers vho were
alarmed at the prospect .r the Archive geinc .verseas.

RECEIVID FROM THE NATIONAL ARMY MUSEUM.

ONLY A "SCRAP OF PAPER"?

Seleoted items from the Archives .r the National
Array MuseWl.

During the 25 years .r the MuS.WI' 8 existence it has been
acqu1ri~ pieces er paper written en .r cellecte« by a.lalers,
letters, diaries, telecraas, 8crapb••ks, newspapers, maps,
and .ucla llGre. TheY' now eccupy over 800 feet .r shelvinc, t.
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~ '.

term a tascinatinc record .r alaost 400 years or British
milit~ bistery.

Frell this considerable assellblace .r paper a 811al1
8ample has been selected fer this exhibition. The main
themes that it illustrates ere life in tbe army, its
recrultlnc, reod, sport, reoreation, leisure activities,
and return t. civilian life; eye-witness accounts er
battles; and decwaents relating t. fallous s.ldlers. Amone
the it.as on d18pl~ are a medical prescript1en f.r Lerj
Kitchener, a letter describiD& how General James Welfe
died in the writer's arms, a map er the battle .r Minden,
architect's drawincs er Victerian barracks, and 8 letter
describinc the unerthedox sexual appetite .r one Edward·­
ian ceneral.

Tae variety .r items on display should cODvince the
most confirmed sceptic that pieces er paper can reveal
much about the p8Gple who wrete them and the times in
which they lived.

The exhibitien will be epened en 1 Oct.ber 1986, and
run until 18 J8nua~ 1987.

Further inferaatien on the contents of the exhibition
and on the archive collection frem the Museum Archivist,
Peter Boyden on extensien 47.

THE EVACUATION OF-SUVLA,
by Brigadier R.B.Rathb.ne,OBE (267).

It vas about this time 'late NoTeJlber that we were
.rficial~ t.ld that evacuatien had been iecided upen.
It had been in the air fer selle tille, s. the news was DO
surprise, but we nceived it with mixed r••lings. On the
one hand, it dlfi Dot seem possible, without heavy rein­
r.rceJlents and practically a new plan, t. brine the C8l1l­

paisn te a successfUl cGncluslen; ve were thererere clad
at the pr.spect or havinc done with what seelled hopeless,
and lIovine t. fresh adventures elsewhere. On the ether
hand, here was a &allant enterprise which had. promised
s. auch and set nearly - 80 very nearly, on at least three
eec8s1ens - 8ucca.fled, aband.ned fer Ceod and. all.
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The erders were to aa1ntain I»rllal activity and t. iiTe
DO hint, even by tmy 8118.11 chana. in reut1ne .r what vas
areot. Als., 8D1'thinc er arq value at all vAich ceulci not
b. taken away was t. be clestroye4. Taererere we lit fires
in the empty r.rsaken Sc.ttisa Horse trenche8, aDd carried
eut, rr.. them 8S vell 8S rr.. .ur .wn, reutlne flrlnc and
patrellinc. Later en ve ellt vith bayenets every saMbas in
the trenches. Stores were ••ved by nieht; .ne iun fired. the
8de nUJIber .r rounds as tWG, and eventllall7 .r s1x. Many
"ere the devices, lncl_inc rifles tlaed by aeans .r candle
ed strine and s. r.rth, t. fire lenc after n. British .el­
dler remained at Suvla Bay. In en. iucout, we lett in rum
j are - I blusa t. remeber 1t even now - a ,rill aixture er
rum and paraffin (very 11ttle or the termer).

TIle lIorD1~ .r the 19th Deo••ber 1915 dawned br1cht and
clear. There was hear frost on the Cround. Never had our
little Battalion Headquarter. en Green Hill leoked 8. att­
ract!va. I hai, strenc1y-, the fe.line which Mas.riel. later
put int. weris in his acbdrable little book "Galllpe11":
"N. man de.. anythiDi censciou8ly rer the last tiae vitaeut
a feeline .r sadness." It 1••Jlea a pity to be leaviIli it all.
That meht ve filed silently dewn t. the beach in tare.
parties J at intervals te c.nr.rm vith the evacuatien plan.
There vas a bright tull ••on. From the TurkisA trenches came
enly an occasional shot it vas even quieter than, f.r the
last tv. or three weeks, had been normal. Evidently complete
surprlle had be~n achieved. We passed a huee dump er supplies
- reserve rations in csse we had been unable to eet avey ­
timed tQ &0 up in smoke soon after the last man had left.
(He, we arterwaris heard, was General MaUde, who had insisted
on beine the last te leave the shores .r Suvla, and who vas
very nearly left behind by mistake).

FinallY' we embarked in l1chtere, and thence t. a ship
whose nee I r.rcet, and set sail rer an unknevn destinatien.
But in thi. ship were bunks - with sheets - hot vater, com­
r.rts innumberabl. and ashore all thiDi8 t. buy. Cicarettes
which W8 .ad net seen for three weeks. Checolate, cake, seap,
razer blades, small evidences .r a civillsatien we had 1_nc
since let't behind. (A canteen vas establillhed at Suvla in
Oct.ber, but it seemed iapesslble t. keep it at.eked. The
first issue vas vide and 'Varied. The s8cend time we went te
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purchase there vas IIt tIe to be had but, herrines in tomate
sauce, and thereafter remained only "such items as strawberry
j 8JI1, bootlaces, and strine.) . .

Early next mornine we landed at Imbres - General Head­
qusrtere throuihout the Campaiin.

LETTERS. ,

'September 9th, 1986

Dear Sir,

Re: Gal1ipeli CampaiCn

I write to you in the "hope that you maybe able t.
assist me locatine any remaininc Veterans who served on
the Gallipoli peninsula duriD& the Csmpaicn or 1915. My
reason .r interest 1s that I have recently uneartbed 600
neeatives taken of the British Units that served in the
Army Medical Cerps on the peninsula. Tile units I am int-
'erested in are any .r the Field Ambulances and in partic­
ular Three Field Ambulapce that appears throuehout the
cGllection~ ,

I have 1.cated a docter that served in the 17th
Statienary Hospital en W.Beach and have interviewed him
in Australia. I am certain that there are still veterans
alive in the U. K. and· if your rec.ria alley I w.ul. ask
that if y.u are unable t. direct me, .e yeu have anT
furtaer avenues .r centact? I have 'already centaeted the
British Leeion and they hare re'.rred me t. you.

r
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THE EDITOR'S RESIGNATION.

This spa.ce should have been occupied by a letter rrem
Maj.r T.Verscboyle, Me (21), but instead brines nGtificatien
of the edit.rls realinatiGn. .

The fects which have led to the editor takine this step
are as r.llewB:

1.) Major Verschoyle sent a forthri&ht letter to the
Journal commenti~ on the preceediIl&s at this year' 5 Annual
General Meet1ne.

2.) The editer inf.rmed the chairman of the fact 8S he
felt honour bound to do so.

3.) The chairman desired that the edit.r suppress the
letter on the groul1ds that he felt it weuld be divisive. The
editor dis8~reed and declined to comply with the chairman's
request.

4.) The c·bairman then claimed that this was a matter fQr
the committee and prep~sed t. circulate 8 copy of the letter
to committee members requestine them to vote on the issue.

5.) This was duly done and the committee voted by 6
votes to 3 with 4 abstentions to suppress the letter. The
letter has therefore nQt been published.

The editor feels that this is hiehly impreper and that
he cannot, in point of principle, centlnue t. edit the
Gallip'lian umer these conditions. He feels members Gught
te be able to make their own judeements about Major Vers­
choyle' 8 opiniens and, as he pointed out to the chairman,
the correspendence celumns were equally .pen to dissentiDi
views. The editer also felt that a clear case .r censorship
was likely to prove far more damagine and divisive than Major
Verschoyle's letter. Under these circumstBnces the editer,
after much deep and careful thoucht, feels it weuld be dis­
honest, dishoneurable and unprincipled fer him to remain at
his ~st. It is therer.re with the greatest regret that he
has found himself forced t. resign the positi.n of editor,
and the secretary has been accordinely informed.

M.E.Occleshaw (844AM).
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Veteran Bill Carroll (rilht) et the 21st Australian
Battalion (Courtney I 8 P.st). With Ilia is Bob Pearce,
brother ~r Sam Peare.,V.C.,M.M., who serv_ Gallipoli,
EQpt aDd France betere beine killed Dear Arehancel
in Rusaia (ceurteaT or Mike Irvin).

THE g. BON. MICHAEL HESELTINE. M.P.. SPEAKING AT THE
GALLIPOLI ASSOCIATION L~B ON 30 SEPTDlBER, 19861

-nest the IlOst aovine experiences .t serv1ne in
the MiD1st17 .r Det.nce vas the privile.e .r tiline
part in the c......rati.n service. .n tae N.rmaniy
beaches aDIi in ta. ce.etri.. or the Paci tic. N.thine
c.u1d brine bm. more vivii17 the alonies and sacrifices
.r .arlier lenerationa vb. laad liTen s. IlUch s. that ay
I.neration ailht live in the treedom that we treasure.
I ceuld not but reme.ber tJlat I belone to 8 leneration,
rare in Eurepean h1st.17, now to. .ld t. take part in
any future conflict and then teo Y.une to have taken
part in the last .r the Eurepean ware.
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I sense that same r••line .r awe aDd respect as I ceme
here teday amoncst the veterans .r Gallipell. No one will
ever know finall,., beyend doubt, the full cest or the precise
balance .r cain and 108s. Wllat everybody will know 1s .r the
human surtering and of the human bravery; they are 8 leiend
of eur time.

However, it ie not for me to try t. parade b.rore you
stories lathered rr.m the histery books. leu were there.
Nothinc I can say can be more relevant than that. It 18 my
experience, hew.ver , and it was my inestimable privilee8 ,

te serve as Her Majesty' 8 Secretary .r Stat. for Defence for
3 years. Perupe I can say, in what, is a .ien .r the remark­
able transformation in the political world in which we nov
1ive I ••methine that would haTe seemed lnconceivable to you
in 1916. Yeu will rem••ber the Germans and the Turks 88

relentl••s and Indetatllable enemies.' I remember the Germane
ami the Turks 8S two .r eur principal allies in the NATO
alliance, bound tegetaer in a common purpose to preserve in
Eurepe a state .r peace that has eluded all previeus cener-
ationa. ~~

Quit or the horror throuch which 7eu were mercilessl,..
prepelled, Ii\! V8:8 another ceneratlon 20 years later, there
has been b.nt in Europe a d.terminatien that it shall never
happen acain. That determination 1s 8hared .trenc1)" by those
vh. were then our enemies 8S it 18 by those who were our
friends. In nCD small aeaeure the horrer of the sufferine te
which yeu were exposed Kave birth t. that determination. Ani
if the pe11tieians in the western vorlci have the will and the
wit te preserve intact the pelitlcal institutlens and the
defence deterrent upen which eur peace depend., then 8ubseq­
uent generatlolUJ may continue to live in peace as we haTe now
done t.r torty yeare. And then indeed tuture cenerations will
.we yeu a debt or un-repayable preportielUl.

I am preud tea be your Illeat. Yeur country is proud to
remember the debt we MI8 lOU, proud to remember the iallantry
rer which y.u will always remain a lecend of llilitary lrlsto;y.

Afterwards Mr.Hessltlne vas pleased to answer questions tram
the floor which rancecl ever a wide variety or topiC8. As
lI1eht be expected, he dealt with all questiens in a ••st
able manner.
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THE MUNITIONS MYTH - M.E.Occleshaw (844AM).

Whenever the Gallipoli campa1cn is dtscussed the
opinion is frequently voiced that one of the main reasons
for launching the campai&n was the desire to send badly
needed supplies of munitions to our Russian ally, and this
view has even been repeated in the P8.ies of this very
journal.1 Winston Churchill skilfully advocated this
opinion in The World Crisi@ but it is, I believe, a view
founded on error.

Churchill opened his argument in the first chapter
of the second volume of his book2 with typically brill­
iant oratory and no less impressive statistics. He argued
that the problem on the Eastern fxont revclved around the
fact tha.t

"Russia had entered the war with about 5,000 guns and
5,000,000 shells. During the first three months of fight­
inc she fired on an average about ~5.000 shells a day.
The output of her factories in Russia did not exceed
35,000 shells a month. By the beCinniDi of December, 1914,
scarcely 300,000 shells, or barely a week's requirement,
remained out of the initial reserve. At the moment when
the Russian armies needed the ireatest support from their
artillery, they found their ~uns suddenly frozen into
silence •••••••••••• the Russian Armies, hemstrulli and par­
alysed, must await and endure the ve~eance of their foes.
Such was the prospect which opened upon Russia and her
Allies before the first Christmas of the war was reached.")

This assessment wes reputedly based on the reports of
Colonel A.W.F.Knox, the British Military Attachl on the
Russian north-west front who was, accordinc to Churchill
"an 8~ent of sincular discernment"4, whose "series of
luminous and pitiless despatches"5 exposed the inadequa­
cies ef the Russian munitlons reserve to the scrutiny of
the British Government. Colonel Knox's despstches are now
open to public view at the Public Records Office and for
our purpeses the most important ef these is despatch H,
dated the 12th December 1914, which relates that

"As already reported by telegraph, the Russian off­
ensive has been broueht temporarily to a standstill owing
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to lack or r1fies and aDIIIlWlit1on. There 18 Xl- reas.n te be
depressed that the invasion or 311e81a has bee~ pestponed.
The Russian advance rr.m the Vistula' that commenced early in
November was never the steam-roller .evemant that Press­
correspendents have described. Units were many of them at
les8 than half-strencth after the 'battles "on the Vistula.
Drafts came up slowly and were thrown at once int0 the fiaht­
lne line, all.wine the cadres no time to assimilate the ,nev'
material. The men and horses were tired with three months of '
lOIli marches, hard tiehtlng and lrreeularfoed. No units had
received warm clothine and' many or the boots were worn out.

nAbout ~he"-m1ddle of November we commenced to suffer
frem shortai~~or ammunition. Officers at the front ascribed
the 8hortaae to indifferent organization on the lines of
communication. They complained that the officials in rear
were failine to supply them with the" one thine that' was in­
dispensable. Their men could live en what tl;iey picked-up
locally - frozen potatoes and turnips, - they could stick
the frest, but 8IDDlwUtlQn dici not grGV in the fieids.

"Our complaints were _nly just as reiards the shortage
or small-arm ammunitiC!)n. It was not the fault of 'the people
on the lines of communication that the guns. were silent, for
shell had run short,throuihout tbe Empire. n6

Althouih the shortai8 or munitions is iiven prominence,
the failure' .r the Russian winter .rfens1ve cannot be put
down to that alone and Knex eranta equal weiiht to the lam­
entable erganizational shortcomines which characterised both
the Czarist armies ,and society. We shall return to 'this point
again since it will be seen to have exerted a criti'cal aId'
far-reachiDi influence, on the Russian war effort.

Knex's reports do not paint a picture of WUlitlcated
Clooll where munitions are concerned. General Byelaev,· the
representative of the Chief or the General Sta,rr in Petre­
ired told the French Millt~ Attache that the "rate' or

'expenditure or ammunition i8ve no cause for anxiety"?,
whilst Knox stated in December that some 300,000 reunds or
artille~ ammuDitiQn had been manufactured in Russia between
AUCUS t and the end of November J and ta8se would, of course,
have to be added 1;.0 the' total remaining frQm tl1e pre-war
stGtck. Mereever, Knox's repert stated quite cate~or1cally

that: "The 8t~~p~_.~ake,n to increase the home output are ,nov
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c01lllencina to produce results" and the daily- output .r
shells 1n December had reached the 8,000 mark and it vas
expected that there v.uld b. a turther increase by staees
to Z:l ,000 per iiem in February. Even this was not the end
of the story for Knox noted that "It i8 hoped that the
rate of preduction vill aount still further in the 8UCC­
eedlI1i months, but 1t is not certain to what extent. "8
Once the fruits of this increased output reached the
armies, toeether with munitions ordered abroad and ceJliDi
throUih Murmansk and Vladlvostock, then Knox was able to
calculate that "From the beeinn1ne or April it i8 hoped
that the Artillery- vill be able to resume its normal
actiVity. For the next 2t months it will b. reduced t. a
shell expenditure of less than half the Tolumeof that
used in the first months or the war," when expend!tun
had been exceptienally hieh in the desperate bid to win
a decisive victory-_

By January 1915 Knox was calculatine that the Russ­
ians had 8 stock of 160 to 200 shells for each of their
5,000 auns9 and by the end of the month he was able t.
estimate that on the 1st April there would be 8 steck of
2,433,000 rounds, or 570 rounds per £Un, provided there
was no further expenditure ever tile next two months.10

From Knox's despatches we can see that the question
was not so one-sided as Churchill claimed, and that while
the Russians did face a shortae8 or aunitions tor a tim.,
the shortage was not the insuperable ebstacle some would
have us believe. Furthermore, the mUD!tions crisis does
not appear to have exerted the sliihtest efrect on the
marked successes the Russian Army enjoyed against the
Austro-Huncarian armiel in Galicia at this time. Here,
the Russian~ routed the ARstr1ans at Lembere and
pushed en into the Carpathians and even reached the Hun­
carian Plains, capturing tens of thousands of prisoners
l not all .r whom were by aIl7 aeans Slavs) and layinc
sieee t. and. capturl~ tb8 fortress of Przemsy"l. SQ, too,
in the winter or 1914/15 the Russians !oUiht the German
attempt to seize Warsaw t. a standstill around Lodz -
no mean achievement tor an army supposedly ieeperately
short or .un!tiona •

At'ter the bleod-stirriq OpeniDi chapter .r !!!



World Crisis the munitions facter disappears altoiether
frQII Church!'U 1 ..,. account or the decision-maldDi process
leadine to the Galll~li campailn. Instead the emphasis
shirts fairly aM squarely to attemptine to break the aead­
lock en the Western tr.nt by tak1ne a .hort cut to Victory
via the Baltic or the Darcianelles. It 1s my contention that
it vas here that the real motive for mountiDi the campaiJn
lay. The key chapter is entitled "The Choice" (PP.92-123)
which covers the respective merits of the two contending
plans, both of which envis8ied empleyine the streneth .r the
Royal Navy in a more direct rale. The munitiens qU8stien is
not even rererred to in passiIli and the strateiic implicat­
ions and possibilities of Fisher's and Churchill's proposals
dominate the preceediDis exclusively. When the choice was
beine made the munitions question was conspicuous by its
absence, an Breument endorsed by Churchill's own account .r
the meeting of the War C.uncil on the 28th January, 1915,
which relies on Hankey's minutes of the aeet1nc.

Munitiona are not mentioned at all and Mr •Arthur Bal­
four's opinion .r what t~e forciDi or the Dardanelles would
achieve covered the foll.vine points only:

"It would cut the Turkish Army in two;
"It would put Constantinople under eur oontrol;
"It would Cive us the advantai8 or havinc Russian vheat,

and enable Russia to resUlBe experts;
"This would restore the Russian exchalli8s, which were

falilna ovilli to laer inability to expert, and caus1ne crest
embarrasment;

"It would ope~ a passage to the Danube;
"It vas difficult to imac1ne a more helpful operation."
Had... the ~up:e.ly of munitions been a prime motive in att-

acking the Dardanelles it 1s simply not credible that it
weuls have been treated with a n8ilect which amounts t.
contempt.

There are ether tactors, too, which militate acainat
any intention .r sendiDi munit1ens to Russia beiDi a practi­
cal pro~slti.n. Not the least or these 1s the question .r
what munitions coul<! the Allies haTe sent to Russia in 19151
In May 1915 the munit1ens scandal expleded in Britain and the
names were assiduously fanned by the N.rthoUrre Press. From
the 'Yery bee1nn1nc of 1915 alarm had been irowine over the
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inadequate 8upply or mUDitions to the B.E.F. in France.
It is well known that in March 1915 the British artillery
on the Western front was limited t. the ludicrous exp-
end1ture .r .3 rounds per gun per day - or as one cunner
or the Territorial ~·s Leek Battery (46th Division)
expressed it: "We cet :3 rounds per CUn, per flay, ~hapsn12
- and Churchill says the ,Russians had problem8~ The mun­
itiona crisis at hGme was larcely responsible for the fall
or the Asquith Government and led directly t. the creatlen
or the Ministry .r Mun!tiona under the cU1d.ance of Lleyd.
Geora8. When the British~ vas 1tself faced with such
crlppline shortaies, how ceuld it be expected that Britain
could spare munitlens for Russia? Nor is it simply 8 ques­
tien .r 8upply'inc shells. There are many different types
.r artillery piece, each requirinc its ewn calibre or
shells; the Russians had adequate supplies of 3n shell for
their licht field-guns, but were woefully short of ammun­
ition for their medium and heavy pieces. This was precis­
elY where lay the createst shortae8s in the British Army.

The tactical situation on the Russian front deserves
closer attention than it is normally liven. The startiDi
point for most of the criticism levelled at the Russian
Army over the munitiona questlen is the ill-fated camp­
aisn in East Prussia which culminated in the destruction
of Samscanev's Second Army at Tannenberl. The view that
sh.rtcomiJ1i8 in the numbers or euna aId shells available
to the Russians was responsible for the disaster stems
from N.N.Golevin' 8 Campaign or East Prussia. Gelovin
attributed the two Russian armie.-Dlaled with 8 total
of 1,040 field-pieces, 108 howitzers and 12 heavy iUDS
between them, whilst arcuiIli that Hindenbure's German
Eichth Army had 1,200 pieces or all types. This is
erroneous 88 it is based on calculatine all the German
divisions encaged as reiular first-line formations with
80 cuna each, whereas in fact tully halr or the German
Order .r Battle was made up from reserve divisions
(with just .36 Cans - 20 l~ss than a Russian reserve
diVision) and Landwehr with even less. Acoordine to the
German official metnocraph on the battle the Eiehth Army
had n<.t ••re than 800 1UD8 until the beeinnine of Sept­
ember. This vas more than the Russian First ArmY' had,
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but was actually' le88 than Samaonov' s SecGnd Arm:y.
Prior to the successful German .rr.naive at Gorlice­

Tarnev in 1915 the Grand Duke Serce Mikha11evitch, the
Insp8ct.r-General er the Russian artl11e17, reported that
400 rounds per eun were available in depGts at the front,
which IItronelY' indicates' that the Gel"ll8ll' succ••s vas due .ore
to their super1er start verk with its ability to cenc8ntrate
superior reseurc88 at the clecls!ve point than t. any ereat
filsparitT in aDIIIunitlen reserves. DurlDi this .rrens1ve
Russian batteries were at tilles unable to reply, but this
leads eur attentiGn to the oha.s reilnine in the Russian
rear services rather than to industrial shortcOmil1i8, since
depots not tar from the front held reserves .r shell and the
nearby r.rtress or Novoieorilevak held. ever a Dlillien reUDds
which were never used at all. Needless t. say, these reserves
were captured bY' the Germans in ceD8equence of their break­
throUCh •

What are we to make, too I .r the .ituation in the 8ummer
or 1916 when, despite the alleged shortace .t munitions, the
Russian General Brusl1.'V von one or the createst victories
of the war, \eClDiiIll within an ace of destro1ine the Central
Powers? Here' any inadequacy in material re••urc8s which
milht have existed areuably brOulht the Russians cleser than
they had ever been to winning the decisive v1cto~ eve~ne

vas urcently se.kine. Nor should we tall into the trap of
believine that 8uperier1ty in artillery is a panacea tor all
military 1118; to eb8.rve the falsity .r that appreaeh we
need look ne further than the centemperary campucn on the
S.mme. Here the Allies reJeiced in a alcnificant advantaee
ever their aiversaries (some 60: 1 in heavy cuns) J a pr.p­
ertion lnrinitel)" mQre unfaveurable to the Germans than t.
the Russians in the East - even in the terrible summer .r
1915.

The real problems on the Eastern front should be seen
fer what the,. \Mre. The lareer distances in the East perm­
itted the protq.ll1sts t. aalee easier breakthrGUihs and
expleitatlena than en the concested Western rront,and the
German General Staft proved themselves tar lI.re adept at
exploitinc these oppertunities than their Russian opponents
dii. The internal 81tuatien in Russia should net pass· un­
noticed e1ther as it did exert a tar-reaehinc influence on



the s1tuatien. The Russian reilwsy network (by which
means the armies and all their supplies had to meve)
vas centred on the Ilajer citie8, each .rwh1ch radiated
railway lines like a spider's web. This network was
terribly easy to 4lislecate by the capture of even one
such city, r.r each nodal point lost to the Russians
inevitably entailed a lencthy and circuitous redirect­
ien .r all traffic in European Russia, which 11 prec­
ise11' what happened when the Austre-German r.rces becan
advanclnc in 19~5. The situation was further exacerb­
ated by the Russian attempt to re-emple,. the 8corched
earth policy of 1812. This led tG enormous numbers .r
refu&ees tleeiDi eastwards and hopelessly concestine
sn already overstretched railway system and complete11

, unbalancinc the already clumsy and inefficient c1vil
administration. Just how bad the situation had become
can be seen from the tact that the Czarist G.vernment
could no lenger reed its people, a factor which vas
vital in inspir1nc the March rev-elution. Durini the
winter of 1916-17 no less than half a million J>!ods
(one peod = 36 lb.) .r desperatel,. needed meat lay
rotting at Siberian railheads and sidincs.

In the lilht of all these facts the idea .r the
Danian.lies beine forced in .rder to send Western
munitiens to Russia should be leen for what it 1s:
an ex post facto justification for an attempt to take
8 short-cut tG victory by .peninc a second front.
Britain was simply not in a ~.itlen t. undertake such
a cena1derable venture 1n 1915, theuch that said it
lIult be added that the real reasons for launchinc the
campaicn have at least an arcuable justif1catlGn. One
is, however, inclined t. suspect that it owed more to
Winston Churchill's restless and ever-sancuine temp­
erament than to any vell-consldered plan, but whatever
the case 1thad noth1ne to do with ••nd.iDi munitiens
to Rusia.

Footnetes.

1.) For example see The Gallil?!llan Ne.42 (Autumn
1983), P.42.
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3.)
4.)
5.)
6.)
7.)
8.)
9.)
10.)
U.)
12.)

The World Cri.l.~ b7 the Rt.Ben.W.S.Churchill,
C.H., Thernton Butterverth LU., Lendon, 1923.
Thiel., PP •26/Z7 •
Ibid., P.rl.
Ibid.
Public Recerd Otfice (PRO) WOI06/1049, De,p,atoh H,
Ibid.
Ibii.
Ibid., Despatch J ,

- Ibi4., Despatch L,
Churchill, ep.clt" P.16.3.
Interview vith Private Horace Barka, l/StA N.rth
Starr. Rect. J 46th (Herta Mitlland) Divie1.n, TA.

THE ESSENCE OF THE BATTLE.
By Res. Kerr1clg•• Sept by J.V .Griffith, (4M927) ,

ANZAC: the ••st penmd.al eTent in the A.u8tralian
8ch••lcal1d's ~ar.

Ye1llll cAiUren .taDi1nc in 11ttle-ee.prelaeDllnc· silence
while aeanincl••• veris are recited. Later leaminc the
lee.Dds abeut peepl., place., aDd eTents preYleu81.T unaeari
efa Sap.en aDd. Ai•••nke7, laU81lt17, braTe17, Len. Pine,
herelc vitbaraval, I Australia bee.ainc a nati.nI, tae cen­
undrua .r .en dyinc rer I Kine aDi COunt17', Ul1d whispers er
IVillll1nc at S\lYla.

Grevinc verlei aware.... chaUene.. the _yt.l: a new ace
car•• little fer bay.net charC•• , Wnk. little er lal1ant17.
A qu••tioninc ace reject. t.e Iler1ncat1on .r war aDi .inc­
••DI. a.kine what are t.e7 aarchilll tor.

; An Australian in Lenion vita t1ae aTailable, I pack.. K1
bq8 t. I_ te Galllpell. I va8n' t reaU7 clear then why I
vu I.inc, and I still den I t o.v why' I vent, but I ta.ucat
I I d tiDll ••••tlline.

W. cllabM eut er the car at t ••••uth eDd er tile ceve
b.r.re dawn., Tbere were 12 .r U8. W. Jaad colDC1~.ntal1.T ••t
tke n1,.t betere in a l.cal het.l.
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We AMi all come independentl11 Kiwis trem Istanbul
8.nd Libya, Australl8.D.11 rr.m Cyprus, Zlllbabv. and Greece
'just travelliD&', ..yeelf rrem Lendon anti an American.

We stood in the early dawn, lost in eur evn theuchts.
The celd, wet bleakness held a tension that was alll.st
palpable and somehow apprepriate.

As the liCht came up and sllheuetted the heri.en,
we made tae same discovery in silenee that the Anzacs
made in the battle. The cliffs rese steeply above us.
The rerecreund became an outraceGus mix .r c111'fs, rav­
ines and precipitou8 hillsides. One c.uldn't think .r a
les8 likely place to st8&e a landinc, nor cempreheni any
mistake .r this sort beiDi made. Theucht. turned t. the
feeli1l&8 of the Anzacs, vh. learnt .r the ceuntry while
under fire.

The lieht increased and the ceve itself was clear.
We Ieeked ever the headstenes fer a while, centemp1at1nc
the aces, 19, 23, 17, and the epitaph, 'Till the dawn
breaks, and the shadows nee away'.

Later that day, joined by eo.e 30 .ther travellinc
Australians, we attended the .rf'ici81 ceremen1es at Cape
Helles and Ansae, .risn1.ed by the British. The only
.rrlcial Australian present vas a a.lit~ embassy .rr­
iclal.

It was all semewhat perfunctery, ,,1th wreaths, 8

minute t.. silence and abbreviated Ode, then t. the cott­
ace fer luncheen. A British .rficer said we should keep
it in perspective; it was only 8 small part er the 1914
-18 war. Which i8 true, for the British.

The Anzac leeeIMl tau&ht Y'ea.rly t. 8ch••lchildren
includes mentien of the rlliiednes8 .r the C.unt~7, but
dees not prepare ,-eu for the sheck when walkiDi over it.
Apart from a rew hectares at Lone Pine, there 18 virt­
ually no flat Cround, and meet or the Ansae .area 1s ex­
pesed t. what were Turkish peeltlens •

The tetal area invelvea, for which more than 10,000
Anzacs died, 1s barely .300ha. Walkinc that eeuntry, and
l ••killi at the rl1Cied count17 beyond, the relly .r the
whole Anzac campeicn 1s aacn1fie. to ene .r the ireat
milit~ disasters or history_

Even teciey, the Ireuna i8 still littered with the
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debris of '"ar; bullets, 'tina, shrapnel and vater bottles.
Pale fr8.em~nt8 becQme familiar .hapes as you suddenly rec­
0in1.e human debris 8Jlolli the clay.

The trenches remain, slowly filliDi in. A few tunnels
are still cellapsinc. The d1tchee alel1i ene side .r tctday' 8

narrow read are the Turkish trent line. The other s1de er
tae rea. marks the Ansae lines.

The total are. 18 a sArine,o but there 18 11ttle neei:
the land 1s useleas for anythinc els8. The ...in Australian
cem.try i8 at Lone Pine, where so.. or the JIOst bitter
(anlIl I heroic') tichtlnc took place. ReC&Nl••s or this,
frOIl a practical point or view it is the only place witA
rooll for a formal cemetery.

MaD1' _ad8tQneS haTe DO epitaph, which can onl7 reflect
the inadequacy the parents must aave f.lt.

The American r.um his uncle'. crave at Quinn"s Post
cemetery. He had spent years slttinc thrGUih reCQrds to
lIlatch up the false name wit1l a rev mementoes. Now he places
a medal to the headstone. 'A ••dal and a T1sit lenc over­
due'. An e.otional moment.

One or us r.und a cramrather but DO bo<iy, no crave,
just a name .n the wall.

At sunaet we were at The N8k, site of the disastrous
charle recreated in Peter Weir' 8 rilll G&111oo11. It 1s a
t~D1" spur with ravines on 81ther side. A Turkish lI.aorial
ancl the Anzac 118.88 Irave eccupy tae width or the spur.

On that dey, seven minutes earlier, the artillery
ceased; (eomeone torlot to 87Dchronise watches) the .en
or the Licht Horse charled qainst machine cuna and into
certain de~th•. 'After the, thiri vave a Turk vas ,..111111
1 DO lIore' , ~butbY' mistake the fourth wave went as well.

In 1919 lIore than 300 bodies laY' on the area or a
tennis court. They lie where they rell in a 1118.88 irave in
No Manis Land.

We watched the sunset, cont••plati:q the madness of
it all.

After valkilli the hills or Anzac tor a ceuple of cla"s,
it 18 easy to become fascinated by the stories of the battle
i tselt. Gradual17, the 8mall bUllps on the ridl8S bec81Ile the
8tratesic points of Quinn's, Courtney's anlIl Steele'. pests;
8udd.nlT we realised the sicnificance of IG.naan Officers
Ridee' to The Nek.
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It wasn't lone before ve could really identi~ with
the horror in that hell-hole at the top or Monash Valley.
Every point was under fire. It could be fatal to stretch
out or stand up in the shallow trenches.

They knew 1t was hopeless, rilht from the start. Peter
Lalor, who broueht his irandfather's sword from Eureka
Stockade, vas sayinc, 'It' 8 a ••••• up', as he was pre­
paring to defend 'Baby 700' hill on the first day. The
Turks were so stunned by the sight or the officer comm­
aiding his small eroup of men with a sword that they nov
call it' Sword Hill'.

Bored in the trenches, the men &ambled at two-up in
an innocent parody of the ereat iamble in which they were
playiIll. In this unlikely camble, however, the prospects
of a win became dimmer as the men slevly realised the
only 'tosses' were for death or diseased evacuation.

The wounded in this pre-antibiotic era found them­
selves on hospital ships that were often septic vay­
stations on a course to oblivion. More than 1000 were
buried at sea.

The men at Lone Pine bribed each other to cet into
the battle 'with their mates'. OverwhelmiDi hariships
were faced aDd sometimes overcome. Fantastic improvis­
ation of all sorts tGok place. There was the stranee
c8Jlaraderie that crew up between the Anzacs and I Johnny
Turk', tessing food acrOBS the front line. The avaeu­
ation was a brilliant deception full of the stuff of
leeam •

C.W.Bean, the official historian, wrQte of the
lei-ndary 'Men or Anzac'. H. spoke of their 'pluck',
their 'eam.ness' and 'Value quality of heroism, but
8ays these are unimportant. The main feature of the
'Men of Anzac', in Bean's account, was their pride,
their honour, and the way they stuck toeether throueh
the whole bloody fiasce.

There is somethinc stroDe and powerful, 80methine
creat, lyine there still &mODi the memories or mis­
taken murder and JIl1sery.

Certainly this 1s where Australia became a nation.
A network of old soldiers, and a national conscious­
ness, beiDi born in the lDud and ,ore or trench war­
fare. Thousands died, and 8 nation was born•
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But Ansae itself? It remains unresolved. A disaster or
such IDacnitude cannot be lcnored, cannot be hidden. The
Anzacs had something, and did 8omethlne, quite outside the
life experience of we who roll~v them.

I remember talking to an old digger about the war, how
wastefUl and cynical it vas, how worthless it all seemed
nov. He asked .e to consider his feelings. He and his mates
had lone to the war that we laqh at nov. And when they went,
yes, they- did seek adventure; yes, they did seek i1ory. But
they al80 believed it l!Y a war to end wars. They really
did believe that by eivil1l their YOUJ1i lives, a world would
celie where there would be no more· wars. But instead, those
who are left contemplate the nuclear age.

I think: if we are to win the iambl. or l.arni~ from
history, we should play with a .ouble-headed coin. At the
ioing down of the sun, let us remember the disaster of An­
zac, and the horror or all wars, without fear or shame.

But in the morn!ng I we should remember them and the
great things they believed in.

And it ,you. think: that. is C1orifyiD& war itself, then
you miss the point of the words, said in both honour and
dread: 'Lest We Fori-t ' •

H.M. Destroyer Leader "TALISMAN" at Scap! Flow
1918-19. Surrender of German Fleet Nov.2l and
Guard Duties at Scspa Flow, covering the Christmas
Period nec.1918.

bY R.C •Chadwick ISO RN t (416)

On Wednesday the 20th November, 1918 I was a member of
the crew or H.M.Destroyer Leader "TALISMAN" and haviIli lately
returned from our patrol duties in Northern Waters we were
moored in the "Pens" at Queens Ferry, Firth of Forth, pre­
par1ne for the bigceet event in Naval History, takine place
the next day Thursday the 21st November, when the surr.mer
of the "German Hiih Seas Fl.et" takes place.

About midnieht the "Talisman" had left Iter Jloorines and
taken up her pos!tion at the head of the starboard lines of
destroyers and were movlDi slowly down the Firth or Forth
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towards "May Island", astern of ~s the Ireat armada of
ships from every nation or the Allies were formiDi into
2 lines, 1.e. Port and Starboard, the distance between
the 2 linea about 2 ailes. As the morn1D& crept en to 4
A.M. this C1C&ntlc array of ships, the Blost formidable
the world had ever seen were approachiIli "May Island"
and every ship was at tull "Action Stations", every gun
and torpedo tube leaded, every man alerted and tense,
slowly at 12 knots we proceeded into the North Sea and
at approxiJll8.tely 8 bells, 8 A.M. in the Crey dawn we saw
the liiht cruiser "Cardiff" approachiD& with her kite
balloon in tow and leadil1l the first German ship, the
battle cruiser "Seydlitz", the first in a line of 70
ships, with the faint early morning sun tryine to en­
hance the grim and silent spectacle,. with emotions,
I' m sure, nilh on every ship, both Allied and German.

As the order was civen to the 2 great lines of
Allied ships to turn inwards and 80 hex in the 70 Ger­
man ships, ene realised what 8. breath takiIli occa8ion
it was, with hundred of warships of every s1ze and
clas8, it was a never to be forcotten spectacle, and
80 we made our return journey to the "Firth or Forth"
slowly and uneventfully and as thls "Great Armada"
anchored in the shadow of the Forth Bridce, the "Tal­
isman" and the rest or our flotilla .oored once aiain
in the "Pens" at Queens Ferry.

Arter a short stay, we r.:ru.eled, teok in stores
etc., then resumed our normal patrol duties and later
when the German Fleet had been safely berthed in
"Scapa Flow" the "Talisman" was ordered to "Scapa"
to do one month 1 8 pard duties on the interned
"German Fleet" in "Scapa Flov", this was no •picnic'
88 at this time of the year the comitiona are atro­
cious, our duties comprised or going round the eroupa
or destroyers, must.rine their crews and if they didn't
appear sharp enolJih, a couple of b8Ilis of the rifle
butt on the steel deck did the tr:l.ck, then we used to
collect our rations from each croup and take them to
the "Seydlltz" to draw at.res and rood etc. and Chr18­
mas Eve 1918 the first "Peace on Earth and Geodwill
Toward. Men" 1incere in ray ••11017, as, on this day we
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collected the usual rations from each group and proceeded
to the parent ship "Seydlitz" to draw the limited supplies
of stores and food, and as they returned to the boat I
noticed the awful condition of the meat. I've had my share
of "Salt Pork", but this was a delicacy in comparison~ On
the other hand how surprised I was to see that each man
had a plentiful. supply of every kind of Christmas decor­
ations, seemingly they were eoin~ to try to be IImerry"
even in the, ab~ence of any other kind of Christmas spirit.
How different on the H.M.S."Talisman" where thiIlis were
very drab, but we did have our "TOT OF RUM" to provide some
kind of "spirit".

Our guard duties continued and one day I remember one
of the German sailors telling me in perfect Enelish how
much he reeretted the war ever startine as he had a good
job at Southampton and a girl there too and he had l ••t
both.

Before we completed our guard duties there was a little
trouble ashore, and it appears that the crofters had been
missing a few sheep, which I imagine had found their way
to the German Ships, a case of "Ja for a Baa ll and what
a treat this would be to have fresh mutton, instead of
putrid meat.

Our luard duties completed we left "Scapa Flow" and
resumed our normal patrol duties for awhile and then the
"Talisman" and many more destroyers eventually found their
way south to their different home stations and "ROT'fEN ROW".

The strength of the German High Seas Fl~et, interned
nHarwich ll 20. U.Boats, "Scapa Flow". 9 Battleships, 5
Battle Cruisers, 7 Light Cruisers snd 49 Destroyers. German
Commarrler, Admiral Ludwig Von Reuter. Fla.gship Friedrich
der Grosse.

35


	2009_02_24_07_36_40.pdf
	52 combo
	52 cover
	52 page 14 photo
	52 page 20 photo
	52 page 7 photo

	52 cover
	52 page 14 photo
	52 page 20 photo
	52 page 7 photo



