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REUNION: LUNCHEON AND ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING - 25 APRIL

The lunch will be held e.t the Officers' ~ess, ChelseE-l
Barracks by lcind permission of Lieutena.nt-Colonel S.9,.
O'D~ryer, Officer Commanding 1st Batta.lion Irish Gu.ardso .A
bus will be provided for the journey from the Abbey and
anybody wishing ,to ta.ke advanta.ge of it should keep a care­
ful look out for the pa.rty by the mAin entrance to the Abbey.

Members are asked to wea.r medals and the usual name tab
for reedy identification. Male guests are cordially welcome
but should not be present at the AGM to follow the luncheon.

PRIC.E: Veteran members ,£5.00
Associate Members a.nd guests £7050

PLEASE NarE THAT PAYMENT MUST BE MADE IN ADVANC-E.
A SAE SHOULD BE SF~NT TO THE SECRET ARY FOR THE
TICKET FOR LUNCH.

A cash bar will be available in the ante room at the
Officers' Mess from 12 o'clock onwards. People should report
-to the sentry at the gate in Chelsea Bridge Road and be
prepared to identify themselves.

Lunch will start promptly at 1.30 p.m.

APPLICATIONS: Please wri.te to the Han.Sec. if you intend
to be pre'sent at (1) Cenotaph (2)'· The Abbey 8.nd
bllS (3) The Lunch.eon. The deadline for applications
is the 12th April. Tickets for the Abbey can be
obtained from Keith Tra.nmer· .at the Cenotaph or
P..bbey Porchwa.y.

AGM: This will be held immediately following the lunch.
The minutes of the meeting in 1985 having been
circulated (No.48) will be taken as read. Members
(both classes) may raise any releva.nt· points. The
accounts for 1985 are sent her~with.

There will be a cash bar in the ante room after
the AGM o

J1NZP.C DPA.Y CEREMONIES: We ha.ve been kindly invited t.o join
the .Anzacs at the Cenotaph ~nd at the .Abbey. Our
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wreath vlill be laicl at the Cenotaph bJT the
President.

THE CENar APH: Our pcrty shoulc. assemble at the kerbside
opposite the north (Trafalgar SquA.re) side of the
Cenoteph before 10.45 llnder the direction of a
representa.tive of the Association who will give
the order to march tb.e short distance to the
Cenotaph.

1.) Apologies for absence.
2.) Minutes of last AGM - cirC'l.llated in No.48.
3.) Cheirman's r€port.
4.) Treasurer's report B.nd a.ccounts.
5.) Secretary's report.
6.) Election of offi.cers and Committee tv1embers for th.e

perj.od 1986-87
7.) !1adoption of the Commlttee' s recommendati.on that the

P~nu81 Dinner should be discontinued and substituted
by a luncheon in the a.uturnn.

8.) Adoption of the Committee's recommendation that the
1987 AGM should be held at the B.lltumn ltlncP.eon gnd
not on the 25th April.

9.) Lady Members.
10.) AoB - notice must be given of anything beir~ brought

up here. Those wishing to raise topics should inform
the Secretery in writing by 18th April.

The following committes posts are open to re-election:
Ch~irman, Secretary, Editor.

A new post is bei.ng created, that, of ft..ssist2nt Secretary,
and nominF:tions are required. for this post an.d. those Dbove.
Nominations for these posts should be sent to the Secretary'
as soon as possible.
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AM956

I.M957

1Jv1958

485

iJv1599

AMBI0

P-M844

PJv1847

AM871

.tM907

llM948
P.M950

D A COHEN
67 North'vlay.,rlampsteod Garden Suburb' ,Londo~ lr~Jll 6P]

T t1ILBURN (6th Border R.egt. 11th Division)
19 tvfnrgate Road,Ingol,Preston,Lancashire,PR2 3TB.

STUFF
1 Holly Road,Orplngton,Kent.BR6 bDE.

1\. TUFF
1 Holly Road,Orpington,Kerrt,BR6 6DE.

Maj or I\. D HILL
11 West Hill Road,R.yde,Isle of vlight.

CH~l\.NGE OF ADDRESS

Major N G H HOLDICH - 13 Wroxhnm Avenue,Southfields
Swa.ffham,Norfolk,PE37 7SP.
C L DA~SON - 5 Crick Court,Staticn Road,Southwold,
Suffolk. Tel: (0502) 7241C7
H F J HIGGS - Delete HAWKHURST Sl.1bsti tlJ.te
CR.ANBROOK_
P N DA1.KIN - c/o .l\tlstra.lla High Commission,
l~ustralia HOllse ,Stre.nd ,London,~~C2B 4L~fl.. _
(Canberra Bag)
M E OCCL.ESH.AW - Temporary Address: 6 York Avenue,
Enst 3ho8n,London,SW14 7LG (01) 876 0613.
J GORTON - Clio Debretts Peerse:e Ltd.,P~O.Box
306, Kings Cross ,N .·S.W 02011 ,.P:..ustra.lia_
M IRVIIN· - 17 L9 A.mon Av'enue ,J.vlildttra ,Victoria. 3500,
J....ustralia.
S W CRIPPS - 7 Denma.rk Road,Gaywrood,Ki11gs Lynn,
Norfolk,PS30 4BD.
J C WATSON SMITH - Add postcode RG12 6HP.
K J G BROWN - Should read Uppingham, not
Qppingham.
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OBITUARY (25th Februa.ry 1986)

With deep regret the following names are recorded.

74,7
74fJ
878
934

438
658

(Pte HLI)
(Cdr.(S)HMS Irresistible)

(RE(T)Signals 52nd Div)
(1/5 Lancs.Fus.42nd Div.)

(loth Hampshi~e Regt.loth Div)

(RAMC 1st E.Lancs.Field Ambulance 42
Div)

WMcCOLM
P S WOOLLEY
C V WEBB

W J CRAWFORD ,MBE
R J HAYWARD CB'E RD

RNRFCA
N PRATT

RESIGNATIONS

T H WOODWARD
H A HIBBERD
E CULLEY
A R GARRISON

85
270
685

AM896

Will members please carefully note that
199 ALEC WELLS (4 Wores. 88 Bde. 29 Div.)

should be included in the list of Founder
Members which appeared in the Autumn 1972
edition of the Gallipolian (No.9)." The
Association apologises for any upset this
omission may 'have caused.

THE GALLIPOLI MEMORIAL TRUST.

The Gallipoli Memorial Trust will be holding the
second a.nnual service on TlIURSDAY 24th APRIL at Holy
Trinity Church, Southend Crescent, Eltham, London. A
speech is to be given by

THE RT.HON.EDWARD HEATH M.P.
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jn the adjoining Church Ha.ll. It is hoped that members
of the Gallipoli Association will support this venture,
those wishing to do so should attend the Chtlrch Hall at
7.30 p.m. for 8 p.m.

HONORARY TRF~SURER'S REPORT

£1,730

Cost of printing Ga11ipolians
It II Membership list

Stetionary and sundry printing
Postage on Gallipolians
Other postage
Sundries
Cost of Ties
Luncheon subsidy
Annua.l Dinner
Excess of Income

The Audited Accounts for the year ended 31st December,
1985 B..ccompany this issue of the journa.l.

I must apologi.se that the comparative figures for
expenditure in 1984 do not appear. This is due 'to a mix up
in the size of paper used for my draft and that for the
duplicated copies. The figures are readily available by
reference to the Accounts of last year but, as some members
may not have reta.ined their copy, they are quoted:-

£
660
225
1e5
157
116

26
89
48

loss 82
over Expenditure 142

In the interests of. economy I trust Members will accept
this explRnation and overlook the inconvenience.

Although we finished the yeAr with the small surplus of
£19.36p I am very pleased to report a more optimisti.c out­
lqok for 1986. I am writing this report at the end of
January and already income is over £250 more than at this
time in 1985.

Ma.ny Members have added a don~.tion to their subscription
cheques B.nd to them I would express my thanks on the
Association's behalf.

DFB.
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The Top Table, L to R: Captain C.F~g8n,Hg NZ HC,Colonel
M.Hancock,Mr.A.Vincent Australian Deputy HC,S.Parker
Bird.

8



THg ANNUAL DINNE~Rt 27th November ~198t)~

Once again theAssoci~tlonwns blessed by the use of the
RAF Club in ·Pj. cc adilly on what is perhaps to be its last
HnnuBl di.nner. Jtfter drinks in the bar over which old
acquaintances were renewed, members and their guests sat
down to their repast. Sadly, on this occasion, the tradit­
ional turkey w~s reT)laced by ch.icken and the turki.sh
delight omitted altogether, both on the grounds of cost.

The dinner finished, the President proposed the loyal
toast and read a telegra.m from Her Maj esty. Hi s Exce.llenc:f
the High Commissioner for New Zeala.nd, B.HBrland, was then
called upon to speak and rose to the occasion with a truly
memoreble speech whtch delighted and entertained the company,
who were most impressed with his deta.iled knowledge of the
GAlli.poli campaign and especially his remi.nder that 27th
November was the 70th anniversary of the terrible blizzard.
Speeches followed from the Australia.n Deputy High Commiss­
ioner, Mr •.P-..L.Vincent, the Secretary (~Tho reported that
there were still over 120 veterans on the books of the
Associ8tion) ~nd the Editor.

Both our guests were presented with Association ties,and
we were'· told .... th·a.t the tie l,vas nOvT internationally recognised
as the Gallipoli Tie, not merely the tie of the ft~sociation.

Whpt is certainly 'Northy of comment is the fAct that this
WAS the first occasion on which a Indy had attended one of
our dinners. The lady WB.S, of course, Mrs.Vicky Banner our
honorpry lady member who charmed members and guests alike
with her presence.

MEO.
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LETTERS.

From F.J.Orton (743).

May I refer to the letter from Captain E.D.Wolton in
issue No.49 regarding trench mortars? Probably my earlier
letter did not express my meaning clearly.! did not intend
to imply that there were no mortars on the Peninsular, but
merely my surprise that I, an Ordna,nce Artificer, had never
come across one. I had heard of the use of "home-made" ones
- and of the fea.r of them to which Captain Walton alludes.

Regarding his recalling seeing shells in fli~ht, that
would support my remarks about the use of reduced charges
to increase the angle of descent. With normal charges the
muzzle velocity is so great that no huma.n eye could follow
the flight of a shell, not even the naval 13"~ But I have
'stood in a gun pit and watched shells from the muzzle to
the target, when half charges were being used, giving a
hO'alit zer effect to the normal gun with, of course, a. greatly
redllced range.

There has been a considerable response to the editorial
in "Gallipolian" No.49. Below are printed representa.tive
extracts from the letters of vetera.ns only, this step being
tAken due to restrictions on space.

From Brigadier R.B.Rathbone GBE (267).

You 8.sk in your editorial in the current Gallipolian
(No.49) for views as to the futllre of the associa.tion.
Unfortuna.tely I am no longer able to a.ttend Genera.l meet­
ings, dinners or luncheons, hence this letter.

The Associ8tion has been kept going latterly by the
addition of associate members. Personally I do not like
the idea of a future association consisting entirely of
associate members with evermore tenuous connections with
those yho actually served in the cC3mpaign. 1Jhen it comes
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t.o the point, which is nou approaching, when it is not
po~sible to muster a reasonable number of veterans at an
A.G .M •., dinner or lu.ncheon, I feel the associHtion Sl10uld
be closed down. I think it is al~nys a mistake to continue
with an organisation '..Then its originHl pllrpose can no long­
er be achi.eved - or B.t least only to a very small. extent.

From Major T.Verschoyle MG, (21).

You Hsk for opinions on the proposals to be discllssed
at the .l\.GM, so here are mine:-

(a.) Abandon the dinner. Do not seperate the l~.GM from
the Itlnch.
(b) I ha.ve never shc=.red your austere views on the
admlssibility of ladles (dependants of members) ~ My
experience of the Salo~tka Society has shown that they
have been a valuable addition, crea.ting a less formal
atmosphere without in any way forgetting the a.ims of
the Society.
(c) & Cd) No comment.
(e) Both from the financial and editorial point of Viel.tl

I have for some time favoured the reduction of the
issues to two annually. Suitable material must surely
peter out?

From Capta.in E.D.~lolton (418).

Re - your editorit:!l in the IIGallipolian tl
: below are

my B,nswers.

(1) Agreed.
(ii) I do not think members "-'Toll.ld attend both

meetings and so the answer is - No.
r think th~t now ladies should be admitted to the
Association.
I ha.ve sent £17 to the tree.surer.
Whole-heartedly agree •
.A.gree with the Committee's sl.lggestion.
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From The President,·, C·olonel' M.·E~·Hancock Me, (731).

P.utumn Dinner and .tlGM. It seems as th011gh increasing
expense, in having to stay overnight for instance, may
keep a number o~ members from attending.o __

May I sueg~st thut:-

i) In 1986 we hold e Ll.lnch and t,he~"GM on Anzac Da:r
as usu9.1.

ii) Also i.n 1986 we hold a Lunch, in the Autumn, whieh,
if we start in good time, would allow people plenty
of time for renewing old acquaintances and so on.

iii) In 1987 we hold a. LU.nch only on Anza.c Day and in
the A.utumn a Lunch aIld the AGM.

iv) Lady Members a.nd/or Guests. Now that there is less
emphasis as few~r veteran Members attend, on the
personal recollections of the campaign, I see no
reason why the introdllction of lady Members or
Guests should detract from the ~:i.ms And objects of
the Associt3tion.

v) G~llipolian. I much hope thEt three editions a
year can be maintained. In the past, the Gallipol­
ian has been the only link for the grea.t majority
of Members and "Jill continue to bA so in the .. future,
~~hen campa.ret i vely few will be able to meet, ani a
reduction to two editions, to my mind, would suggest
dAfeat, but, of course, f1.nance ma.y have to be the
governing factor here.

An increase in membership could be the answer to
viability.

12.



Sent by the p'resident of Kadikoy Rotary Club Turkeyo
Reprinted by courtesy of Stanle;y PArker Bir1~
2?th Division) (No.249).

t-1r. Presj.dent
.

Qanakk81e 1.8 a sma.ll Turkish to\m.

The world came to know thi.s small town during World War I.

The b~ttle of Gallipoli caused terrible losses, the Anzac,
British, Frencll, and. Turks loslng thousands of their breve
sons.

Anzac Ba.y, the doorway to Turkey which, irl those dark days,
did not open has since proven the route to friendship
between our nations.

The past president Haluk B. Berker, members of my club
uKADIKOy Rar ARY" and our sistf)r club tlQAtJAKKALE RCYrA.Ryn
and their families vi sited the Memorial C~-=;r1eteri..es on a
spring day to lay wreaths and pay hom[lge to the honourable
memory of those who died in war.

\~hlle fulfilling Ollr solemn duty, \Je heard the call of
ATATURK, the heroic comma-nder of the Battl~ of Gallipoli
and the founder of the modern Turkish Republic:

"T~OSE HEROES THAT SHED THEIR BLOOD P.ND LOST THEIR LIVES ••
YOU ARE NOW LYIl'JG IN THl£ SOIL OF A FRI ENDLY COUNTRY.
THEREFORE REST IN PEj\CI~.

THERE IS NO DIF~ERENCE BET II-1EEN THE ~OMt(lIES AND THE
MEHMETS TO U.s \tlHERE THEY L11£ SlUE BY SIDE HI~RE IN THIS
COU~ITRY OF OURS.
YOU', THE MOTH~RS, WHO SENT TIIEIR SONS FROM FAR EWAY
COUNTRIES WIPE ~~AY YOUR TEARS; YOUR SONS JutE NOW LYING
IN OUR BOSOM AND ARE· IN PEACE. AFTER HAVING LOST THEIR
LIVFB Ol~ THIS Lf~ND~ THEY HAVE BECOME OUR SONS AS WELL."

~ith the hAppiness of the mutual fri~ndships arising from
the bitter memories now buried in the depths of history,
'We would be greteful l.r you could conve~T our best wishes
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and warmest greet,ings to Ql1r fello"l Rota.ri~ns in JTour
club.

Y011~S trl11y,

Salih Nuri TUZEL
President.

In Rememberance of The Gallipoll Campaign 1915

By S.Parker Bird (249).

As chanted on frequent occasions. during evenings in
"dug-outs" or under the shelter of cliffs at Cape Helles,
whilst our guns were not firing and the big guns from
"Asiatic l\nnie" at Kum Kale and Channakkale were giving
us a rest. Long ma.y they remain silent ~

Roaming in the gloaming on the banks of the Dardanelles,
Wa.iting for the "Goeben" to come down and test her shells,
When she gets down to Chanak
She ·will jolly soon go back,
When she hears "Queen Lizzie's" roaming in the gloaming~

The Recollections of Three Ma.nchesters in The Greet War.
From conversations recorded with
Frank Heaton.
Edited by Sue Richa.rdson.

This small book is compiled from the remln1scences of
three soldiers who served in the Manchester Regiment
during ·the First \~lorld War a.nd most of the text is compiled
from recorded conversations with Frank Heaton and keep to
the original words as far as possible. The three soldiers
are Mike Lally, Joe Horgan and John Hallows, each of whom
served in a different battalion of the regiment end repre­
sent, respectivel¥, a regular soldier (2nd Battalion, 5th
Division,II Corps) of the originAl BEF, a Territoria~ (1/
7th Battalion, it-2nd Division) a.nd one New Army volunteer
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(20th Battalion, 7th Division) 0

Many members will immediately recognize the name of
Joe Horgan who., until his death in December 1983, was a
member 0: this Association (841) and served at Gallipoli
on the Helles .front. Members will naturally wish to fOCllS

on this and will find nearly 7 pages devoted to his ex­
periences there, full of fascinating details which cover
matters a.s diverse as medica.l treatment, the high cOITHnan<.l,
mining, aerial observation, food (particula.rly the lnck of
it), the November blizzard, ship to shore bomb8rdrnent,
and the digging 0:' saps. Joe Horga.n WHS fortllna.te to l[jnd
on the penins111a after the ma.jor offensives ha.d corne to
an end, so the reader expecting eyewitness accounts of the
great battles on the peninsula \-1ill be disa.ppointed, but
there is a ve81th of detail a.bout the tria.ls and herdships
of daily Iife there and the reader's a.ttent.ion is inesca.p­
ably drawn to the sadly depleted state of the units there.

The experiences of these three men cover the whole
course of the war and in1101ve severnl fronts. p~s well as
Gallipoli, the l"Jestern front, 'Sinai and Italy receive
attention, the latter particul;?',rly appealing to this
revie\ver since relatively little is heard about the British
forces there. Those eql1ally interested will find it in
John Hallctt's account which completes the book.

The extracts from the conversations are linked with
backgrounds provided by the editor to give the reader a
perspective. On the whole this works well, but there are
occasions when the editor goes p.'-1ry and th.ere are some
silly misprints. The editor is clearly not familiar with
the more recent work on Sir DOllglns Haj.g's command, attri­
buting as she does the Flanders offensjve of 1917 t ..o the
alleged need t.O c~ptllre, Ostend and Zeebrl1ege and to divert
German attention ~rom the French Army. Renders who Are
more widely reAd, or more specj elised will kno\-] that Ht3i.g
launched this offensive for very different reasons. -

Moreover~ the reader will very likely ;jIb f!t the state­
m~nts (P.45J that itA massive defeat on the .llisne ea.rly in
1914 had led to a. mutiny in the French armyll, and the third
bpttle of Ypres "which lasted roue111y from Ju.ly 1917 to
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November 1918"~ In the former case the year should, of
course, be 1917, arrl in the latter November 1917. Why, too,
was it found necessary to spell Wulverghern as Wulvergem
throllghout, but then spell it correctly on the ma.p on
page 76?

The maps are generally satisfactory, thollgh that of
Gallipoli leaves a lot to be desired. The photographs ~.re

good and complement the text splendidly. They are original
and the grea.t majority will not have been seen before,
including one taken of John Hallows in the trenches at
Fricourt by a camera smuggled into the line.

Additional interest is added by the i.nclusion of brief
accounts of the childhood a.nd growth of the three men,
together. with postscripts which outline their subsequent
lives.

At only £2.25 (inc.postage) members will find this
little book remarkably good value for money and it ought
to exercise a wide appeal, especially to those with an
interest in oral history.

MEO.

Format st x 8 l/loth inches 88pp illustrated, sortback.
Available frorn:Neil Richardson,375 Chorley Rpad,Swfnton,

lvt..anchester, M27 2AY

A TALE OF A WIGMAKER, a shoTt story from
Mike Irwin (871P..M)

(ada.pted from the book uGuests of the Unspeakable",
by T.W.White.) Captain Thomas (Later Lt.Col SIR
Thomas White ,M.H .R. and Austra.lian Hi.gh Commi.ssioner
to U.K.) abol.lt his experiences after being B.n

Australian flying officer in Mesopotamia..• He was
captured while on a flying mission to cut the
telegrAph wires to Baghdad and spent some years in
cAptivity in Syria and Turkey before escaping to
Odessa later in the war.
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The story concerns 8 PrivAte S.A.Porter who m~de

some wigs for the concerts which the prisoners
(Offi~ers Actuqlly) were .~llowed to hold on certain
Turk·ish feAst dnys.
Privete Porter o~ the 8th Hants Territorials was
cB.p-turesi at,SL1Vl<3 Bay on 8th Allgust 1915.

'f; .......

HPrivete Porter gave me the following ff:1ct p concerning his
ca.pture at. Suvla Bay and hf.1ving seen the v8~ious wounds
hRve no rloubt ~)hat his story is true in every detail. (He
(Porter) also lJad t\-Jo brothers captured nt Kllt. one of whom
di.ed as a reSlllt of his treatment ~fter cRpture). Pte
Porter-wes R signaller in edvance of the lendine plRtoon
on the dey o~ the big advence on August 8th. Portion of
a shell struck him, carrying 6way a large portion of the
rig11t buttock. J~fter freeing himself from a field tele­
phone which he cRrried, he roughly bandClged the wound and
commencf~d to crfn~l back to some cover, but before rea.cbJ.ng
it he lost consciousness through loss of blood. When he
regained consciousness the attack was over ond he heerd
enemy voices close ~t hand. Soon 8fte~18rds, H Turkish
soldier epproached B.nd finding hi.m still alive, struck him
many times on the hea.d \-lith the edge of a shovel, inflict­
ing severe gashes \-!hich rendered him u.nconscious. (These
blows 18ft long depressions in Porters skull). Once more
regalning his senses, he found himself lying on his face
and heard a Turk approach, load his rifle and while stand­
illg near his feet, fire point blAnlc at his hepd. The
bullet struck him in the back of the neck, gouging out a
\-lound at leest four inches long and cOTIling out below his
ear. He was agAin left for dead, but a pEirty of Turkish
soldiers on seeing him lnove bayon8ted him no less than
twelve times. One thrust went through hi.s arm, another
made a bad wou.nd in the stomach, <3 third p1.1ncttlred his
cheek, while the remninder were scattered over va.rious
other parts 9f.~his body. Fortunotely for Tlim, the rrllrkish
hayonets ~ere of the old-~pshioned pointed type, or reco­
ver~y ~Nollld h{?'Te been impossible:» He Bgain lost conscious­
ness but woke to fj nd a. more huma.ne party 0 f' ~urks T.·lere
taki.ng him to a dressing station. Ne~lertheless, they m::.de
him walk I,lith a rope tied Braund him \-Jhich they .5 9rked
whenever he stumbled. Though he was a diminutive little
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fellow, he miraculously recovered and quickly, - his most
painful memories "being the dressing of his wounds without
chloroform, while being held down by burly wardsmen.
ltlthough his wOl1nds when healed could be pla.inly seen,
he fOllnd them only a slight inconvenience, so much so
that when we were a.llowed to play footba.ll, he proved
himself a dashing outside right."

I REMEMBER

ANZAC CarTAGE BUILT IN A DAY
From The West Australian

sent b John D.Youn

Have you ever he8rd of the house that was built in a
day? Let me tell you about Anzac Cottage in Mt Hawthorn.

It was built to commemorate the first anniversary of
the lRnding at Gallipoli.

In 1916, Mt Hawthorn was a go-ahead suburb with a
very good progress association, an Ugly Men's Associat­
ion and a Women 1 s Guild ••• as well as lots of other
clubs.

Many Mt Hawthorn men were lost on Gallipoli, so
members of the progress associati~n each put in 10
dollars towa.rds a memoria.l.

They decided that B house would be more suitable
than a. stone monument. The house ,..,as to be bU.ilt for
the first soldier to return to Mt Hawthorn 0

The whole suburb rallied round with fund raising.
All thought it a brilliant idea. A competition was
organised B.nd an Anza,c '~ueen chosen.

It wa,s she who hoisted the flag after the memoria'l
stone h8d been laid in the gate-post.

It read "This dv!el1ing \-las erected to commemorate
the landing of the Aust.ralian Forces at AnZr3C, lipril
25th, 1915.

A block of land was chosen in Kalgoorlie Street
and t,he block wa.s cleared on SaturdAy afternoon, Jan-
uary 26th, 1916.

Councillor Gibson took charge. Mr.A.Levido from
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Coogee Street was the architect.
Mr.Gibson interviewed many firms I representatives

before he was satisfied'. Most firms gave a very good
discount because they were pleased with the idea.

Then all the material had to be carted to the site.
The carriers donated the cartage. The men donated their
time.

On February 5" 1916, a procession of 150 men and at
least 70 drays, headed by three motor cnrs (all gaily
decorRted to mAtch the streets), left James Street for
the site.

They were led by Mrs.Roberts, the Anzac Queen, who
was in the lead car with a Matters stove and copper
which had been donated.

A week later, on February 12, about 4000 people
gathered at the building site. They ha.d been told that
the house was to be erected by a Ibusy beet. .

By 3.30am the stone-masons and their assistants were
on the job. By 4am 50 artisans and tradesmen ha.d arrived
~nd by Bam 100 men were at work.

Mr.Gibson found the right job for each man who turned
up. They all brought their own tools.

Bricklayers";, hod carriers, cs.rpenters, plasterers,
plumbers, pa.inters and gardeners worked as though their
lives depended on getting that house finished.

The ladies kept the men well fortified with food and
refreshments. .

I was one of the many children who played among all
the activity.

By nightfall a fine brick and tile bungalow with two
gables was completed - even to the fence.

It was a record day's work and'Mt Ha.wthorn citizens
were justly proud.

The home still stands and is now vested in the Mt
Hawthorn Progress Association. .
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A Pilgrimage to Gallipali
by Captain C.A.Bennett (713)

As old .Gallipolians we were offered one free place on
Holts' Battlefields Tour during the 70th anniversary of
the landing on the Gallipoli Peninsula on April 25th 1915.
Several names were su_bmitted by our Secretary, but accept­
ance carried with it the condition that the participant
must be fit and accompanied on the journey.

Eventually I ,vas chosen a.nd my daughter offered to
come \-li th me, and, I am pleased to say she appreciated
the tou.r.

On April 25t~:1985 we flew to Istanbul, and on our
arrival were immediately faced by photographers and plied
with many questions by press representatives. Our photo­
graphs appeared in the Turkish press next morning. The
remainder of Saturday and Sunday were spent in Istanbul
visiting mosques and other pl~ces of intere~t' including
the Military Museum to hear the Military Band. pla.y,
which was quite different to our style of military band.

On Monday we were taken to the'military establishment
at Scutari where we_received V.I.P. treatment and visited
the apartments once oc~upied by Florence Nightingale in
the Crimean Waro After visiting the Para Palace Hotel,
inc~uding the rooms which at one time were occupied by
Ata.turk and also those occupied by Aga.tha Christie, our
coaches took the road to Kannakkale across the famous
Golden Bridge, then along the shores of the Sea of
Me.rmara, a distance of 200 kilometres. We then crossed
from Eceabet on the European side to Kannakkale on the
Asiatic side, where we made our base.

On Tuesday the battlefields of the northern part of
the peninsula were visi.ted; Lone Pine, Johnston's Jolly,
Courtney's and Steele's Posts, ~uinnts Post, 4th Battal­
lon Parade Ground, the Nek and ~lGC cemetries. On Wed­
nesday the party visited Troy B.nd Turkish ba.ttery
positions with a lecture on the naval battle of March
1915, returning to Kannakkale to visit the Military
Museum and Mine Depot.
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Thursday April 25th ws,s the great day when we visited
the New Turkish Museum with the British, Australian and
New Zealand ambassadors pres~nt, together with a Turkish
Minister. It was here that I met and was photographed
with a Turkish veteran.

Our next stop was at the unveiling of the Anzac Memorial
and this WB.S followed by stops at Lone Pine, the Australian
Memorial and, the New Zealand Memorial. At these memorials
the Last Post and 'Reveille were sounded and wreaths laid.
The final memorial to be visited was the Allied Memorial
at Cape Helles, our ambassador being present.

The company, a.bout 120 strong a.ssembled in front of the
memorial and wreaths and bunches of flowers were laid by
friends and relatives of the fallen. I was priveleged t~

lay a Yreath on beha.lf of the Old Gallipolians. The Last
Post and. Reveille were soun<Ied a.nd the President of the
Royal British':' Legion reci.ted: f1They shall grow not old •••
we will remember them". I recited two verses of Kipling's
"The Children": nThese were our children who died for our
lands ••••••but who shall return us the children". Arrange­
ments were made by Major and Mrs.Holt with a member of the
Hampshire Regiment, who 'took my daughter and I to IS' Beach
where I landed in 1915. Members of the regiment had driven
2,000 miles from Berl.in to be present at the ceremony, as
their predecessors ~ttacked IV' Beach from the River Clyde
in 1915. On our way back to our base we visited a ~lilitary

Museum at. Krithia; a village we looked towards in 1915 but
never ·reached.

On Friday we returned to Istanbul, crossing the Narrows
at Gariboalu and visited the Covered Market in Istanbul. On
Saturday \Ie had a free morning a.nd flew back to London in
the afternoon. .
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The Old Gallipolians' ';lreath on C~pe Helles Memoricl.
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The Ev'ac1..1at·ion From GD.llipoli
;'. By R.~.~Clladwicl{, -ISO, RN (4.16)

'vIe don't 'hear ffil..lCh about trle evacuation of Gallipoli
on the night of the 8tll January 1916, but here 1 5 how I
'vi'virll_y l~cm.eMb€red it. On the night of tIle 7tll/'St11 Ja11­

uar~r H.~!.S. iligar steamed towards the Cape RelIes Penin­
sular and in the lee of the River CiYde. Meanl-ihile an
armada of ships were gathering in their allotted positions,
stretching the length of the Peninsular from Helles to
Suvla Bay and their guns commenced a systematic bombard­
ment of all the TU.rkish. positions. from vlhich the 'I'u.rks
fell back, being under the impression that our land forces
~/lere about to make an all-out attaclc, whereas instead the
sma.ll boats, the cutters, launches and picket boats from··
the ships and trawlers were concentrating to pick up all
the troops from whenever they were disembarking, almost
like the landing in reverse.

The Peninsular was ablaze from one end to the other,
what a spectacle the scene was~ All the time the troops
were being evacuated and this \-las safely completed as
dawn approached.

The "Edgar" battered the Turkish positions from.dusk
to dawn, firing 1,000 rounds of six-inch shello How fort­
unate we were to have Captain Dent in command, for he was
a gunnery expert and during the campaj_gn the "Edgar" was
mentioned 8 times in despatches. Captain Dent was previous­
ly captain of the ulrresistible" and was transferred to
the "Edgar" after "Irresistible" was sunk. I was his mess­
engerfrom joining until I was honoured to be promoted
from a boy to an ordinary seaman at 17~ears, i.e. man's
pay, but only boy's privileges until I was 18. The old
"Edga.r" had not come off unscathed as No.3 sta.rboard gun
received a direct hit which killed all the gun crew, and
the ship was on fire twice.

As dawn approached and all the troops were safely off,
the ships commenced to bombard the large dumps of ammunit-.
ion, stores and equipment and also the despatching of the
herds of horses and mules, which were stampeding madly
around. These were systematically slaughtered by the ship's
gunfire; how tragic that these faithful animals should die
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7,i:-:en full da~Tligl1t reC1ppeart~d Jo11nrlY Tu.rk \-1011J.d be very
s:,lr;-rised to find tl:.at the foe had var..ished just like the
~!Ph&!1ton1 i'-.rmyH. Perhaps the evacuation \,-"as a ·mira.cle,. bttt
the 1{holc CfLrnpaign Ilea been a catastrophe •.i:ster the evac­
uation I, along \.;it.h 2 rat.ines mar..rled the signal station
on the Isla.nd of Imbros for 6 mont!lS.

THE ROYAL NAVY' S CONTRIBUTTO~J TO THE GfiliLIPOLI CfiMPAIGr~

OF 1915 Ccontd.) BY CPO ~~.l,.BURGIN (AM8?3)

S.EC01~I;RY Tl'BKS

In his orders for 25 April, de Robeck stvted witrtout
qualification that after the Army hRd made its position
secure 1 the Nav:y· '.~il1 attack trle forts at the Narrows,
assisted by the Army'. This now formed the basis of the
Ne\TY's tasks, but to the concern of marl.Y nD,ral officers,
tt.is premise '-las not kept. On that ~ateful 25 .April., v.litJ:1
the exception of HMS Implacable, the ships geve poor
covering fire, and i.n some cases none a.t all. Because of
Implacable's gunnery,-the landing at X Beach was the most
success ful of the l~.ndings on that drea.dful c..ay. Captain
Eric Bush, who served a.t Gallir>ali as a mid shipman, has
"written'the.t., 1 It was tr..e paucity of firepo\·ler during the
actllal touch down which resulted in the ap~E..11ing cesllal­
ties on the beaches. Not only did bombarding ships stand
t·oa fAr out, ,..,hence they could see nothlng, hu.t they
li ft.ed thei r fire much too soon, 1·!hich enablecl the defen­
ders to st~nd up in their trenches and pOl1r murderous
volleys into the meI1 in ~8e boats while our r:ave.l sh.ells
fell harmlessly inland t • Lieu.tenant CommHnder Andre\--l
Cunningham (later Admiral of the Fleet Lord Cunningha.m of
H~~dh~pe)has also· written, 'We destroyers lay o:f the
1)eacr:es thougrL for sorne incompreherlsible reason 1",]8 ha.d
the strictest orders not to open firE in support of the
Army. I hsve never discovered who was responsible for
this stupid edict, for many opportu4nites 1·1ere missed of'
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d.iroectly helping the landings' by destroyers - so close
inshore that they could even see the Turks bobbing up
and down in their trenches. It was a tragedy and a
mortifying situB.tion for a well-g1.1n.ned destroyer ' • The
oI-der not to fire wa.s rescinded n few days Inter bl1t
WHS directly responsible for the de~ths of many soldiers.
HMS Albion WRS sta.tioned off V Bench (the scene of the
famous River Clyde incident), but was unable to open
fire. It is herdly credible that the official historian
of the campaign (.A_spinall-Oglander) has written that,
I The situ~.tion 8.t V Beach \-,as only saved from complete
disaster by the machine-guns mounted in the bows of the
River Clyde'. HMS Albion was equipped with four 12 inch,
twelve 6 inch, some 12 pounder guns and machine-guns.
It is difficult to understand vlhy such an order should
have been given. 21 It is equally hard to imagine why a
warship captain, seeing British soldiers in such desper­
ati.on, would ~ fail to open fire on the Turks regardless
of an order to the contrary.

On 9 May, Ke~Tes wa.s urgently pressing for a renewal
of the naval attack of 18 March but with more purpose.
Keyes wrote II can think of nothing more detestable than
to watch our troops being destroyed by rifles B.nd ma.chine
-guns which, in spite of our great B.rmament, we were
powerless to silence'. Of all the senior naval officers
at the Dardanelles, Keyes was the one most affected by
the inactivity of the Navy. Following the shambles of
Suvla on 7 August, he was again a.ngry. I It is alflful; I
can't bear it when I think and believe that we could stop
it all, Bnd end the business in a few weeks. I had it
out again with the Admiral (de Robeck) on Friday and
aga.in on S~turday1. De Robeck had already effectively
blocked Keyes' plan for a renewed naval attack, but
Churchill asked for an attack on the Narrows forts and
an operation large enough to clear the Kephez minefield.
But Fisher could not now be swayed And he was becoming
increasingly exasperated with Churchill's interference
in concerns which were properly those of the First .Sea
Lord.
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Fisher did not consider the originel attempt to force
the De.rdnnelles with sh.ips Ellone to be a. practicable
operation, ura..Q he WOllld not now be a pa.rty .,.~o any order
to' de Robecl{" to m8.ke any nttempt to pA.S.S~ ·'the DarclaneJ.1.es
until the shores :had been. effectively occupied by tro~ps.

Crt the nj.ght of 11 ~raJr, !-I!',1S Goliath wns sunk by a Ttlrk1 sh
torpedo boat in Marta Bay with the loss of 618 officers
and men. The following day HMS Queen El:tzabeth, now
considered too valuable to be risked, was withdrawn from
the Dardanelles, a decision that angered Kitchener in­
tensely. ~1atters between Chllrchill a.nd Fisher were coming
to a h.ead. When an agreement between the tV-TO concerning
precisely ,.;}1at na"tal fOl'ces ShOllld be rleployed to the
Dardanelles h.~d been rea.ched bl.1t was subsequently cha.nged
b:t Chll~chill, Fisher hAct ha.d enough. The reslJ.lt 'vas hls
resignRtion on 15 1'-1a.y. He 1Nrote to Churchill 'P...fter much
anxious reflection I have came to the regretted concl.u,sion
that I am unable to remain any longer as your colleague' •
Fisher's resi.gnat.j.on, the cri-si~· at the Dardanelles, aY'..o.·
tr':8 'shells scanda.l' (togetrler vIith the blood;..r ~~etback on
l~ubers Ridge irl Fre.nee), made it imrossible for tr.e
Conservatives to continu_e to sllpport t116 LiberF.ll.s \{ittout
a nG:·j 1 E.rrangement 1. The first step T.-Tas taken on 17 May
w11en Chtlrc::1.1J., Bnd otl1ers, were requested to resign.
In desperction, he offered Fisher a seat in the new
Cabinet if he would withdraw his resignation. This was
an extraordina.ry offer, and one which Churc:hill had
absolutely no power to make.

Sucr1 ~!as Churchill' s fCT~e of FErsonalit.~r t,l:at ,despi.te
his dismissal, he wc.S given a seat on the Dardanelles
Com.mittee - the new name for the 1k·lar Counc'5.1'. But it ',Jas
0, junior position, and Si!' .A.rthul" Ba.lfour. 't;~lS now First
Lord; Admi.ral Sir Henry Jacksorl '-las First Sea Lord.•
During the su..'nr~ler, I<eyes hnd prepared detailed plans for
a na,ral operation, and ~~B.n.t8d desperat,ely to be gl~len an
opportunity to put them ~.nto effect. De P.obeck, while
not SUprJortlng the idefis of h~.s young Chief 0: Stef~,

gave him leave to report to tl~e Ad.miralt:y- to explain hj s
plans. Th.ese a.udacious plans \Jere in keeping '(Iith K8~Tes'

personality, and it is \-lorth examiI1ing his ~oncept :in
detAil. The fleet '''ould be divided i ntQ four sqllad1~ons,
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three to take part in the cttack, tte fourth to support
the P..rmy on the peninsllla. The Second Squ.fJdron WQu.ld
consist of aboLtt 8 old battleshi ps and cruisers, fOlJ.r
very old battlesh1ps to act as supply ships, as many
dumniy battleships as possible., and severa.l merchantmen
carr-ying coa.l and amrnunition • .fJ.l these vessels were
to be fitted with mine-bumpers. Preceded by four of
the converted destroyer-sweepers, ~nd accompanied by
eight destroyers and two sloops, this Squadron - led
by Keyes himself - was to enter the strAits just
before dawn, keeping below the sea.rcrllight area. uhtil
dawn. Then it \.Jou.ld steam throl~gh the Narro\.Js at full
speed. Keyes believed that aided by smoke screens,
a.ark.ness and surpl'ise, fle would breal{ tbrough wj.th
more than half his ships to above Nagara. The ships
\..rould then attack the NarrolNs forts from the rear.
Meanwhile, the First Sqllvdron, comprising Lord Nelson,
Agamemnon, Exmollth, King .Ed\vard, Glory, Canopus, four
French ships, eight sloops and ten destroyers for mine­
s"vTeeping, would simultaneously attac·k the Narro1,ls forts
at dawn from below tb.e Kephez mi r..e field •

The bombardment of the forts end the mines1rJeeping
would be a continuous operation. Keyes I plans allowed
for the oper~tion to contit:ltle for up to three days if
necessary before the First Squadron made its final
advance through the Narrows. The thorough p~ans also
provided a.rrangements to su~pply the ships in the Sea
of Mermara while they were preventing Tl.1rki.sh su.pplies
from reachir~ the peninsula. o

While Keyes' plan sti.ll called for ships to attack
forts in defiance of the old naval axiom, it recognized
the logic of that axiom and made due allo\'lance for it.
Seen in the light of previous attempts to forC9 the
Straits, Keyes 1 plan was. fa..r-reachir~g and, in theor·y,
stood eV8IJr cha.nce of success. But (J theoretical plan
it rematned. For althou.gh Kitchener and Balfollr favoured
it for C1 time, the Sep. Lord s c1~m.urred and demended not
only gUDr~ntees of milit~ry support but also a pertic­
ular strength of P..rmy backing. Since tr:.e Army could not
satisfy the l'Ja'vy l s requirements, the plan W2S rejected.
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Kitchen(~r, informed by Balfour of this, noted that the
Navy was 'afraid to wet its feet'.

Keyes remained insistr;nt that the !'la.vy C0111d ac~ieve

a brea.kt11rou.gh if given the opport1Jnity. l~hen de Robeck
,.vent on leave in November hj.s s11ccessor, Rear Admir~l

R.E. ltJemyss (previo11s].y the commander o.f the island of
Lemnos), he.d alread:l informed Keyes tl1at he was in favour
of a continued naval attack. But in London, de Robeck
had alre~dy been at work and told the War Committee that
'there waf3 no defi.nite object to galn b:r it'. This truly
illustrates de Robeck's Inck of vi.sion. The Navy ha.d by
now left it too late to a.vert \.J'h.at Keyes was to call 'one
of the most disastrotls and CO\-lE!rdly s1J.rrenders in the
l1a.va.l, milita.ry a.nd politic~l hi.story of our country'. 0

It is difficult to dispute thi.s view. \'Jhat might hRve
been a.ccomrlished had the Na_vy acted eArly el:.ough and
with i.ts customary determinati·on, is perhaps best- des­
cribed by the Americ~n Ambassador in Constantinople ~t

this tlme, tvforgenthau.. j\. keen observer, and in close
contact \.fith officers of the Turk~.sh High Command, he
probably ha.d ~ better u_nclerstanding of Turkish. atti.t,lIdes
and renctio11S than any other foreign ell ploffiat in Tunkey·.
He \{rote, 'In giving his assent to A p11rely naval eXf,ed­
i tion 'Lord Kitchener had relied on a re'volution 1.n Turkey
to make the enterprise successful. Lord Kitchener has
been mllch. cT'iticlsedfor his action but I owe it to h.is
memory to say h~ was ~bsolutely right. Had the Allied
fleet once passed the defences of the Straits the adrnin­
istrat.ion o.f the YOllng Turks '.lo~ld hF~\i7'S C':)Me t'J a bJ.ooc17
en:i • .;~sfor Constantj.nople, the pOr:'111nce t.h0r~:? '..['J111d
have '.T81corned the arri.v~.l of the li.l1i!~~ fleet ~'l:'_th jOJr ,

f:n:" -f::,h:ts \~"ould relj_~ve tl1em of the controlllng gang,
emancipate them from the hated Germans, bring DbolJ.t
neace and end th.eir miseries'. It mttst. he sald tli:1 t the
misery of the lUli8d troors ,')n the GaJ..l5.~)oli Penj.~s1113

~·!oulr1 also l~ ave endec1:)

}1i..lch l~ter, I{e:lcs ~rps ~.\lrittYlg, '~Jothi.ng 1/ril1 ever
sh3.1{e my opinion t.118t from the frrurtr. or l1.pril,on\tlards,
the fleet cOiJJ.d h3.\re forced ~Jle Straits, e.nd, ~lj_th
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losses tri. fling in compari.son \-li.th those the army
suffered, could hs.ve ~ntered the ·Mormara ,\,Jith 811fficient
force to des"tr9Y the Turco-Germen fleet'.

The Gallipoli Campa:tgn ended in January 1916 \..rith the
finnl evacuation of Helles. It is difficult to determine
accurately the number of casualties as Turkish records
were loosely kept. The totAl British casualties were
nbout 205,000, including L~3 ,000 k1.11ed or dead of wounds
or disease; 90,000 were evac~ated fro~ the peninsula
throl1gh sickness. ~!ithln th.ese overall fig1..1reS are 26,
094 lillstralian casualties, including 7 J 59/+ killed and
7,571 New Zea.land ca.sua.lties, with 2,431 killed. The
French suffered 47,000 casualties, including 5,000 killed.
Total Turkish casualties were probably in the order of .
some 251,000, although the official British hi-story states
thBt ' other Ttlrkish aU.thorities place the total losses
AA high as 350,000'. This is not the view of Turkish
8.11thorities toda:r.

vJ'inston Churchill has 1NTitten that 'It \"ill be seen
that the genesis of th:'s plan and its elabol--a.tion were
entirely naval and profassional in their character. It is
here argued, however, that this was Churchill's plan,
\.J'hich he persuaded the 'Jar Cou.rncil to· a.ccept. Professor
Marder has wl'i tten th?-t Chl1rchill 1 s Service advisors had
solid justificAtion for reser~tJlent at being in a major
operAtion \.J'hich most of them regarded. 1~ith alarm. It is
further a.rgued t,h~t, as First Lord of the ",j.dmiralty,
Chi..1rchill wa.s to A very real extent responsible for the
Dardanelles operation. He had at no sta.ge conducted any­
thing approaching a critica.l examination of the immense
problems involved~ Be had erossly Qverestimeted the effect
of naval guns with flat tra.jectory against land forts;
but hi s maj or error of j\ldgement, as vi ewed i.n Turkey
today, we.S tha.t he t~ta.lly llnderrated the capacity of the
Turk to fight.

Admiral Wemyss wrote that Churchill's na'Ile would be
hHnded down to posterity 'as that of a man \vho undertook
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an oparf;t1.0n of \·rhose recluirements he ~las entirely
ignorant '. Th8re is no doubting the anxiety of senior
naval offi.cers during the Intter period of Churchj.ll' s
tenure of office. On 111.s dismissal as First Lord, Bentty
wrote 't119 Navy breathes freor nov! it i.s rid of the
Stl.ccD.bl1S CrJ.urch:'ll', and .Jellicoe described him as 1a
public danger to th8 Empire'. It is difficult, when
examin1.ng Churcll:i.11 's role a.s First Lord in a wartime
sitl13tion, to dispute these viewpoints. Moreo,\Ter, it
is equally difficult to seriously deny that the Gallipoli
Campaigng while an imaglnative concept thet was in di.rect
contrast to the futility of the Western Front, casts very
serious doubts on Churchill's ability as a military
strategist at that time.

Lloyd George had in· effect written the epitaph on
the Gallipoli Campaign before it had begun in December
1914 in a memOrandllIn to the ~;lar Cotlncil" 'Expeditions
which are decided upon and organised with insufficient
care generally end disastrously'.

Over thirty years later, Churchill himself was to write
II was ruined for the time being over the Jardanelles,
and a supreme enterprise ~!as cast alt/ay, throl1gh my trying
to carry out a major and combined oper~tion of war from a
subord.ina.te position. Men are ill-ad:'lised to try such
ventures'.

FOOT NarES

1. See .;-e 1~lgure

2. 3ee figure 2

3. See figure ~
..,/

4. 3ee figure 4

5. Lord Mou.ntb,;~tten h.~s said of thls episode
concerning his f8tr~t3r, P,!inston had to find someone in
8. hurIJr, and 1.A)'ent bacl{ to thR.t old has-been, Jackie
Fisher, \·!hicb ~la8 an act bordering on lunacy'. (Hough
- Mountba.tten" Hero of Our Time).
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6. Before the year was out, h01.J"ever, Admiral. Sturdee
WHS to win the Battle of the Falkland Islands.

7. Churchi.l1 has 1•..rritten, lfWe had seen .fortresses
reported thr~ughout Europe to be impregnable collapsing
a.fter a few days t attack by field armies without a
regular seige'. (Churchill - The World Crisis) 0

8 0 Churchill - The World Crisis page 323.

9. The suggestion arose after Kitchener had opened
a discussion on the defence of Egypt, and Churchill
argtled that the best way of defending Egypt would be to
threaten Turkey in a decisive area.

10. Churchill admitted this to the Da.rdanelles
Commission in 1916.

11 0 Carden had been Superintendent of Malta Dockyard
before his promotfuon in September 1914 to command the
Allied Squadron in the Aegean. His career had been un­
distinguished, and he hAd never commanded a force of
this size. Churchill and Fisher were under no illusions
about him, and one of the major questions of Gallipoli
must be 1,rhy Carden was not replaced \-!hen the importance
of the Dardanelles opera.tion was realised. The Ad.rniralty
first proposed to appoint .Admiral Limpus, who had been
the Chief of the British Naval Mission at Constantinople,
and probably knew more about the Dardanelles defences
than any other British officer. The subsequent cancell­
ation of this appointment on the grounds tha.t it ",ould
arouse suspicions concerning Britain's protestations of
continlling friendship towards Turkey in September 1914,
must be seen as a fundamental error of judgement on the
part of the Admira.ltyo

12. Churchill has written 'It was Sir Henry Jackson
and the Admira.lty Staff who embraced this idea and stud­
ied and approved its detail'. (Churchill - The World
Crisis).

130 Hankey has recorde~, 'The idea caught on at once.
The whole atmosphere chB.nged. Fatigue was forgotten.
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The ~'lar COiJ.nc:tl ttlrn~d pngerly from the drea.~J vi sta of
a 'slogging-ma.tch' on the \1estel"n. ~Front to bri.ghter
prospects, as they seemed, in the Mediterranean.

14. This remain.s one of the most significant and
fascinating episodes of the Great Were A single German
capital ship with one small escort (Breslau) eluded 15
Allied capital ships, brea.king through from the P...driatic
to Algerj.8, arld back via Messina. to the Darda.nelles, Hnd
subsequently to Constantinople. The esc~pe of the Goeben
proved to be a. signi"fict4nt factor in Turkey entering the
\,,~er on the GermH11 side, Rnd nlso brought abou.t. the cont­
yov9rsi~1 CourtMA.rtj~Ql of Rear Admiral Troubridge.

]5. Fisher wrote to Jellicoe on 21 J~nuery, '1 just
abominate the Dardanelles operation, unless a. gre~t

change is made and it is settled to be made a military
opera.tion, with 200,000 men in conjunction with the
Fleet1.

16. 'Ihe overDll mili ta.ry COJluIlander at Ch:1nnk wa.s
Ge?::-TIen.

17 • !i nU.mber of the Germa.n gunr.ers c:t tJ~e D~rd8n-

elles hFd been brought from the Gaeben, which was
lying at Constantinople.

18. At the ~utbreak of war, de Robeck hed been on
helf-pa.y but hpd b0en recB.lled t.o com.m(1na the :Ni nth.
D9stroyer Flotillr in the North Sea, with consider~ble

su_ccess. Rear Admirf,l ',;Ierr.yss, ~·!ho had been sent from
Ene-land. to establish a b2.SC at tht~ A.ee-8&n islr;nd of
Le~nos (with considerable difficulty ;wing to the
complete lack of planning beforehand) was senior to
de Robeck bllt oec1.:'n.ed to 8.ccept command of tlhe .il.l.lien
.fleet.
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19. MooreheAd - Gallipo1i, page 77. See photograph
of NUSRET and illustration of her commanding officer.
Mr.MooreheBd's spelling of the minelayer is inconsistent
with the Turkish.

20. In a private letter to this writer, The President
of the Gallipoli Associa.tion - Vice f4dmira.1 E.W.Longley
-Cook CB CBE DSO ~ has sta.ted that, t I remember \-1e11
that we could not loca.te the mobile guns firing at us,
but the real trouble was the appalling laGk of secrecy
prior to 25 April, the extremely inadequate planning,
the bad overall geriera.lship of Sir IBn Hamtlton, and
finally there were two vita.l errors·. On 25 April we
landed the Anzacs a mile north of the intended beach.
This was the fault of the No.1 tow - the starboard
(southermost) tow on which ve had to keep station. (12
tows - mine was No.5). The second vital error was the
utter failure of the Army to ma.rch on unopposed as they
were after the N~vy landed them at Suvla Bay'. Churchill
was himself guilty of a breach of security in a speech
at Dundee on 5 June, in which he outlined British war
policy•.

21. In his·book, Damn the Dardanelles~, Mr. John
La~fin has written, 'A few veterans, still bitter after
fifty or sixty years, have suggested to me that the Navy
did not want the landing to succeed; if it did, their
rea.soning goes, the Army victory would make the naval
failure of Merch 18 ell the more shameful. It is hard to
believe that, even in the climate of stupidity prevailing
at that time, B,ny nava.l commander would hEve sent soldiers
to their deB.ths for such a reason'. Pa.ge 184.

MY GALLIPOLI STORY (Contd.) - Major G.B.Horridge

1/5 Lancashire Fusiliers (129)

In fact they seemed to us to be only just above our
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hea.ds because the whizz as they went by a.nd the bang BS

they burst seemed almost simultaneous. One felt that sooner
or Ipter some shells ffillst fall short in our own trenc]l. In
consequence of this no one was anxious to look over the
pa~apet to watch .the shells bursting in the Turkish trench.
Ho,,,ever, I did have a f01.J looks ever the pa.ra.pet and bi~s
of stuff were flying tip in the air all the time. Great
sods vlould fly up. Then something like pieces of wood~..J"ork
anj then something which might be a body. Of course we
wanted the trench smashed to pieces and everyone in it
killed because at the end of the bombardment men had to
chBrge with the bayonet to take 'it. The bombardment stop­
ped for a few minutes Qt 11.30 a~d everyone hed to shout.
This was to get the Turks back in their trenches (from
dug-outs and commllnlcating trenches etc.) and then cont­
inue the bombardment. So for an hour I crouched in our
trench listening to the crashing of the bombardment and
wondering whether some shells \Jould fall short and burst
in Ol.lr trench a.nd nlso vlondering whether any Turks W0111d
be left alive e,t zero hOl..lr (noon) a.rid \{hat wC1,lld hanpen

J ..

c.rter tha.t. At last, t,~elve 0' clock ~.ppro,?ched and no
shells had fallen in our trench. T'h~ o.fficer _o~ the Man­
chesters nca.r me began to cOllnt, 5 minlltes t.o go, 4
m:.n11tes to go, 3 minutes to go, ~~'10 minut'8S to go, one
minute to go, h51f a minute to go, a quarter of a minute,
10 seconds, 5 seconds, 4, J, 2, 1. Come on lads, over the
top and the Manchester boys scrambled out to a man,
through our own wire and over nomnnsland to the trench
we could. see in front of us. J.\s I said 1,..]'8 ha.d to stay
behind in the trench to earrison it. Let it be sa.id. very
softly that I was rather plcel-sed I hadn't to go o',er the
top. The bombardment stopped b'lt of course' then the Turks
started to fire. Their shrapnel was bursting overhead,
their machine guns were going end of course a lot of
rifle fire • The btllk of the Manchesters disar)pe~red into
the trench ahead 'o'Jhich we had been 1,18.tching. Still be­
C91.l~3e or the a!'!1olJ.nt of metal. flytne abo'Jt from the Turk­
ish trenchns one \-lasn' t P~XiOl1S to keep one's head. abo've
the pArn.pet very long. The attack stnrted At 12 0' clock
t.he second ,~ave comi ng from tIle trench behind wa.s to
advnnce, lea.p frog our trench and go for\-Terd after those
thtit had. already gone et zero hour. Some rnlnu.tes after
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zero and the Mancrlesters had gone I looked over the
parapet of the trench and then came one of those moments
t,!hich may be 'unique in a person's lifetime and can and
moreover probably do alter the course of a person's
existence. I saw a man lying in nornansland in front of
me and about 30 yf:-rds a\-lay. lIe was lying face down\.;arcis
and \vas 1101ding 'one hand up as though asking for assist­
ance. I then realised that this was the moment of
decision for me. As I suppose most people must wonder
what they will do when the moment arrives in war that
faces them with a dangerous decision. It is not too
difficult to go over the top when everyone else is going.
If you go over with the others you take your chance
along with your comra.des. Like them you"may be killed
or wounded or maimed for life, but on the other hand yOll

may not be and you may come through it unharmed. But if
you stay behind Y01~ are finished morally for good and it
can never be reco\Tared. The moment can never come a.gain.
In this case the matter was voluntary. Would I go out
voluntarily and bring him in or would I not risk it? I
did not know the man and I h8.d no need in du"tY to go,
in fa,ct in duty I ShOl11d not go. But it strllck me very
fo~cibly that this was the moment I like every other
soldier had s11bconscio11s1y been \alai ting for. I felt
that if I did not go I should have mentally branded
myself as having failed at the moment of decision and
the moment of no return. I felt that all through my
life althou.gh no one else wou.ld know I should know that"
did they ~now,they would consider I had failed. So in
a way I had no option. I went to one of my pl~toon who
was acting as a sentry named Parks and asked him if he
would come with me and get this man in. In ans'-ler he
climbed over trle parapet and I 1,-lent after him. Up to
this point all this seems possibly very good, but mark
what happened. I had only run about 7 or 8 yards when
I felt a.s though a harruner had hit me in the left side.
0': cou~rse I knew I had beep. hit b:l something a.nd promp­
tly turned rOllnd rrtn back E.nd j~llnped bac.k into the
trench about 7 feet deep. I might easily have jumped
onto a bayonet '0:- t\vO but I didn't think ebOl.lt that. As
soon as I was hit I foreot all about the Manchester
soldier which shows that in rea.lity I had been concerned
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abO'J.7: my own feelings and 110t really abo11t him. I had
sa.tisfied nlY own conscience and I am afraid that was \ihn.t
mt~ttered most. Perks got hi:11 in but I am afraid the roar
fellow died shortly D.ftervrards. Cecil Clarke bandRged me
n.r) and. I lay on the firestep T•.Jond9ring if I should die.
I was lucky, the bullet hed. hit my ribs, bounced off and
came out a.ga.in. ~t\fter a Ii ttle I thought I wasn't going
to die and in about an hour my left a~rn became strangely
stiff. I then discovered the bullet had gone through my
left arm first. I wondered if the Tllrlcs would counter­
atta.ck and take the trench with me lying in it helpless.
Abollt 4 0 1 clock or so Capt •Ashworth sent me an order to
go down to hospital, so I handed over my revo·lver and
field glasses to Cecil and proceeded to get dO\.Jn the
line. There ·',!ore no stretchers, there were Cl. large number
of wounded and I did my best to walk or be half carried
by a stretcher bearer and managed to get a.long. Aft8r a
time I came across Lt .Duckworth of the 6th Lan.Fus.• who
was in a support line and who 'l1as bre\>!ing some tea. I
ste.yed vJi th him a little, had some tea and then he found
me a stretcher and I \t.las cC?!~ried ofr to fl field dressing
station. Duckworth "las killed, I am sorry to say, during
tl1e battle in tIle "Vineyard" on L.ugust 7 1915.

I wes doct'Jred IIp r3t the Field Dressing stt:ti.on and
lay the night on a stretcller. amongst mpn.y other wounded
in the deep mule track. Next day I WAS put on board a
hosp5..tal ship rOI" l~exandria. This ship was, of course,
crammed \.Jith wJl1nded, lying everJ~Jhere on the decks and
from ti.me to time it WOllld stop to bury .!:It sea the wOllnded
1iho had died. lJlr1. so I arrived in hospital in Alexandria.
I hp'le d~scribed 811 this in detail sa th.at Ct11yone of my
descendants who may read this in the future may get an
impression of 8. fe\~ moment s in the life of B soldier in
·tlar. Perhaps there will not be battles of this nature any
more and. in 100 years it may be interesting readj.ng. One
doesn't know anyt:hing for certain but I h8ve al\Jays be­
lieved t~nat if I tlad not an.s\-Jered the call of my consc­
ience lvlhen I did I Sl10uld have l)een ki lled t'I'10 days later.

On the morning of June 6th my platoon were in a trench.
joining two forks of the Nl~llch. It ".alas a Turkish commun­
ication trench, I think. The 'bank of the left hand fork
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. was high and on that morning when, of course, the
battle was still in progress, a pa.rty of Turks had got
through· our line- and getting a machine gun on top of
this ba~~ fire alQng the length of this line. Many of

.my platoon \-lere killed then and had I been there,
being tall a.nd an officer,I fear my chance of survival
would ha~e·been small.

I was in hospital for just over a month. ~{hen I
entered it my spirits were a~ a yery low ebb. The
scenes of battle, being wounded, the sights e.nd 801100S

o.f wounded soldiers all the· way from +)he frO!lt line to
hospital, the shock of seeing - when I was waitirtg in
hospital to have my wound dressed - a. mnn walk in
\vithout a lower .j a,~, all caused tremendous depression
and I vowed to myself that nothing, absolutely nothing
'~·]ould get me ba.ck to actllul fighting again. Strange,
therefore, thB.t wi.thin a month I found myself wonderi.ng
how the lads in my platoon were getting along on the
Peninsula withou.t tb.8ir leader ~ I beGan to \-lOr~T about
it; I 011ght to be there "tiith them and behold in a
month I ~lns enqutring if I COllld go ba.ck. So !nuch for
the recuperDtive powers of youth. Five weeks after
being wounded I was landing for the second time on
Gallipoli. Some of oU.r senior officers had their wives
in PJ.exandria, staying at the same hotel. As soon as I
could walk about I used to go to see them. Mrs.Isher­
",ood the Commanding Officer's \life cla.imed she ,o[as in
conta.ct ~;ith James, her husband.

One day· she said to me III feel much better to-day.
James is telling me that he is safe for the time being".
Later word carne that the battalion had gone to Imbros
for a rest. She l.V'B.S right ~ Apart f-rom w01.1nds sickness
\.J'B,S starting amongst the troops \·lhich was to grow mUC!l

greater lat~r. There was dysentery and typhoid fev~r.

My Company Gomm8rlder' s ~,!i fe Leonie Ash\.Jorth, ',lho often
visited me in hospital, caught typhoid. I went to see
her before I left to retl1rn to the Bn. She died a few
days lAter.

I landed beck with a small draft of returning woun­
ded on the Peninsula on July 12th. The battalion was
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in the line (thpt means th.e .front line). 11e were ',;endi.ng
our 'tolay up when we met tile Divisional Cornmander ~1ajor

Genera.l llilliam Douglas. lIe said he 't~las pleased to see 118

and that 1,16 "!.,tOlJ ld be I)le.~.sed toknO\'l that very s1'iortly 'fJe
shol1.1d bo h.:;,\ring anot11(?r cItack at the TU.rks a.~d W0111d be
able to get Qu.r Oi,.1l1 back. Thi S \-l2S a.bout the most depress­
:i.ng nC\JS I had heard up to then. We joined t.he be.ttalion
in the front liI'l.e trenches called Kll ancl almost at once
1{e took pert in a. battle, the chief pal'ticipants of which
on our side were the 52nd Divi.sion of Scottish Lowland_
Territorials. Our part was to stan.d on the ftrestep and
shoot at the TU.rkish trenches (to keep their heads down)
whtle the Ecotties attacl:ed. Th.ey a.ttacked on our rigl1t
and lost heQv~r casuB.lties. Two of my men were ki2..1ed,
shot in the hean as they were firing. We remained in this
trench and the stlpport trencll for eleven days. Of course
in the front or support line we could never undress or
take our boots off, we had always to be ready for action.

, }Jow had arrived, apart from bullets and shells, the worst
abomination of Gallipoli, the flies. There \,rsre none 1-v'ten.
I had left, they \-lere there when I returr1.ed. 1~ species of
green bluebottle but smaller than our English bl.uebottle,
with green boiies. After the battles on June 4th - 6th,
the land in between the t'renches was covered with dead.
As the Turkish firingwasa]JIlost incessan.t ?-t night and
the dead were so numerous it was impossible to bury a. big
proportion of them. It \.Jas a horrible job to do so because
they had decomposed very quickly in the very hot sun o The
flies bred there unti 1 their p.wnber '·la.s tremenclous. At
ntght the:, lived on the dead and in the daytime they buzzed
just aro11nd our trenches. P.ll the trenches were covered in
flies like a swarm of gnats that one sees in the gnroen in
sUInrnertiIP.e. :'hey nttacked ou.:: food remorselessly. In· order
to eat one ·had to wave one's hand about just over or~e' s
food and then bite suddenly or a. fly was in \elith it. Any
bit of food uncovered was blotted out of sight by flies in
a couple of seconds. rrh..i S i.1F..,S frightf111ly tryi.ng a.nd the
contamination rna.de eve~yon.e ill. TJ~hoid ap.c1 dysenter~r

were rife ~ Those the.t didn't get either had very unpleasa.nt
tummy trouble and 1:.rere continua.lly on the trot. I hedn't,
remained away long enough to get properly well and I soon·
began to be affected. though not by a.ctual typhoid or
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seriou.s d:,sentery. Our food nov] lJr3S somethirlg different.
Bread ~vas lJeing baked so the dog biscu:tts disappeared.
Dessicatecl '"(J"egetables had been lntrod.u.ced and there was
an a.lternative to bullj- beef in rvlaconnachic 1 srations.
HOW6,rer the :i.l1ness that the flies caused took away any
appetite and I remember that eventually the smell of .
cooked dessicateci vegeta.bles as the meals were brought
dO\·ln the trenches w~.s almost nauseating. I remember a
pectlliar i.ncident in Kll. vIe 1..Jere about 150 ya.rds from
the Turkish front line and one late afternoon I sa\-l

Sergeant Hutchinson go to a sand bag on the parapet of
the trench, take it ou_t of its place and put it back
again as though he was putting it back In a better pos­
ition. Then he walked a.way, but suddenly turned round
and went back to the sand bag a.nd took it away again.
He said that when he lifted the first time he had seen
a Turkish face looking at him from the other side of
the parapet. He thought it TI1USt be nseeing things nand
put the sand bag back. Then in a. few seconds· he rea.lised
that he must have seen a Turkish listening pa.trol but
when he took the sand bag off the second time the f8ce
was no longer there.

After the Scotties' battle of July 12th nothing of
interest happened in these Kll trenches. Once I took a
wa.lk up to "B" Company's part of the trench where the
Turks were only 25 yards in front and when ~e were in
support we were allowed an odd time to "go a few at a
time to bathe in ~lorto Bay. Other visi tors we had beside
flies were body lice. These were transferred from one
to another in blankets. They were very hardy and no
amount of washing clothes in the sea would get rid of
them. When things were quiet of a morning the men would
get their shirts off and have a delousing session. The
metrlod was to squash them bet\-lsen their thumb nails. I
only had them for a very few days. My method was simple.
My mother sent me a pnrcel every week containing a shirt,
vest, pRnts, piece of chocolate and some pipe tobacco
\vi t.h paper and string all se~ln up in a parcel mr~de from
Calico and sewn uIJ in the v!orks at Bolholt. I changed
clothes B.nd sent the dirty ones ba.ck tied up in the
paper B.nd string. from the parcel I had received. So I
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had a c:ha.nge; of clothes every week. Tl'lis was very simple
but eveI1Tone laughs nov! wIlen I tell th(~m ! sent.. my weekly
washing home from GalJ.·iIJoli. I didn't have any creepy
crawlies arteri~ards.

After I had been back about 3 weeks I had become qUite·
poorly and I was sent off by the M.O. to Madras hospital
on Lemnos island. Here I was given a cure co~sisting.of
no food except a bow1 of ideal milk three times a day.
Ideal milk may be nice the ~irst time you have ~t or even
up' to the 20th time. But 1.fhen it gets to the 30t!l botA]l or
so it becomes repulsive. It becornes so bad t11at Gallipoli
seems better. In two weeks I couldn't stnnd it any longer.
I declared mysel~ cured and asked to·go back. I went back
and' for the 3rd time lcnded on Gallipoli.

In my absence the big battle· of AUgU8t"7th was fought
and the casualties ~are very heavy. I believe my brother
Walter and my ex-corporal Cecil Clarke. l.'J"ere t.Ile onl~y' tvTO
officers in our bBttnlion to go QV~:'::- the top and come
back un-hit. On the day before the battle Commissions on
the field. had corne through. for 3 of· our rJ.c.o.s namely
Sgt .H:.nckley, Sgt .:{hittam [;.nd Coy·poi-al C.Clarke. The
first t'\tJO names were killed the day after 0 I believe
that ma.ny men who were kill~d had premQn.itior:s 0: it 0

Lt.•W.C.Yapp who was killed on Aug~st 7tll had a premon.­
ition. Quarterma.ster Sgt.Ya.te's of my own company had ha.d
a premonition ever s1.nca l:e had heard in Egypt that the
battalion' was ordered to Gallipoli. He sllrvived the
battles of May 7th. and June 4th. The~T say that h~, spent
the r~ght .of .August 6th in pr~~,yero The·.·next day ~he walk­
ed over the top carrying a walking stick •. He returned
unharmed and \vas killed that night: by a shell. I never
felt I was going to be killed, which by the itlay d:td.n1 t
mean I wasn't frig~tened, and I didn't feel Malter would
be. killed. TOvlards the end of the war I bega.n to feel
that the penn~ couldn't al~ays come down tails and that
if I went into another attack in all probability I
should ~tfor it" 0 I never went into an attack after
the Battle of Passchandaele which is ebout the time I
was :feferring to" so I don't know if my feeling was
right.

To Be Continued
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